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The Power and the M&gﬂis'tracy : Public Author
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government. Transcending the

prevailing municipal organization. The most Important
institution in the Western District was the Court of Quarter Sessions. For centuries, this court had

governed local affairs in England and it was expected to fulfill the same function on the Upper

Canadian frontier. Clothed as their English predecessors were with considerable civil as well as
criminal authority, a justice of the peace cut a formidable figure i

the powers of justices of the peace, the magistrates in Quarter Session had the power to make “such
prudential rules and regulations. . relative to paving, keeping in repair and improving the streets of
the towns respectively, regulating the assize [sic] of bread, slaughter houses and nuisances.”’

Magistrates were appointed by commissions issued by the Executive Council and (in deference to
their enormous influence in the community) they were usually the

most prominent and respected men
in whom the government could place its confidence.

Loyalty to the British Crown was usually the highest q
administrator of Upper Canada in

lieutenants to make sure that «

ualification. When he was appointed
1796, one of Peter Russell’s first acts was to order his county

ing for the suppression of Vice and

, a tightly knit oligarchy of mid-level
local affairs> Not too surprisingly,
cter. Assistant Commissary Thomas

i hierarchical
’ ' Graves Simcoe as a
fitted the mould envisaged by the colony’s first govemoi John
B ithesis of ive government.
autocracy. the very antithesis of repre‘sentan\ eoscno]es TSR s oF e local menpager o
‘ idea of istrates’ status ¢ g
Some idea of the magist

l reser | C C

N 1 2 NC well be\vond lOC&l _1ud1c1a
' 1 yave an address n 1832 that \ ‘ent b " ) 1 ti :
W eslern [)iSII‘lCt Quarter SESSK ns, £ ti us is < . \ :

3 conten :

‘oncerns He lectured the assembly on one gt tl}e mOSL h has been ascended to vent unkind *?“d

1“, o 1l . religions. He noted that “the pulpit of one Church. ddhis listeners that “Tho’ differing

e tﬂ: tioﬁ%” on another denomination and he reminde i

ungenerous rerlec o Ullec . . doctrines. .

. :i ial dogmas. we vet coalesce in the mOdStblm(PlOﬂrl?:;tEliOt led the drive to incorporate a railway

Vi 5 > - . ] na . . H QSS
| magistrates headed by , - ensing another ferry acr

) In 183?011182 I‘l%iiich %uarter Sessions dealt with tl'1e :eji ;gzi‘r‘; in 1836 warned that, “We

o Nla;arg d with the pervasive evil of strong drink. - erate use of intoxicating drinks

Lhn W ol [iven &0 sion of our firm conviction that the intemp , .d state of public morals.™

Xpres : Xe '

st be allou./edht e e];q())ther agencies in bringing about the presc;entt;'::1 ;1 durinig the Quarter Sessions

has done more t ” at s’ civil authority was never more app-arent. Ambherstburg. Many applicants
‘ The magistra esidered how mém_s’ tavern licenses to l§suinmlherstburg_ about half the usual

o lbﬂ- when‘the_\ C}?nt “there were seven licenses granted for ald, “Our worthy Magistrates of

RS S SpaliGe ah‘l thropus™ noted in the Western Herald, ity in which t?ley preside

7 £e n v unty A '
e s 'O}?e 1 . dla?yle desire to promote the welfare orhe ;?;Sr;ns ir}l Amherstburg.™ This
au . : S
Amherstburg o ayth [and] obtained a reduction in the nul“l;ter (t)he magistrates granted additional
o tetil (el SHSNEEL rently short-lived. Not long thereatter t trates. “There are no fewer than
1 a ) yistrates,
itern resolutlo?_ r:zasnipgenlper ance advocate to appeall 'tohtt};?slglaaé(’:lesis demoralized and drunkenness
S A o herstburg, by whic s ital local concern -
in this small town of Amhe > ient.”® On issues of vital local ¢

Fwelve tepoemsin tilk hree or four would be amply sufficient. lected officials, who would make

e icasec, WASTSES L taverns - it was the magistrates, not any € '

whether roads, ferries or tav -

the final decision. .
The authority of the magistrates €O

1d be contrasted with that of the elected township officers.
u
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- any case.
; » f no significance 1n any c
¥ minal offices” were of na :
officers in Mersea for these almos;t Sril;niﬁc ance. While Charles Eliot had dominated the 1830s,

i f grea 8 as the most prominent figure in
AAE A, PyeGRiiast, WEC S £ Windsor in December, 1838 as bt with b

t with him
o Prince emerged ;ﬁerc;hlfa];?ngnoa barrister in England for many years and he broug
the Western District. Prin

ith the proper breeding were meant to lead,
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m:gci)str(;te for pr(?seéuting two YOZEngr::iegné 91??)2?123 Slrllseered. In z},notable. Q;J%rltizi S\ifﬁg)entshcér;atltlzlr):

g glilg)ii;z?ss::gzéd;’gﬁ;fil:n only be’descriped asfirc (t)lllqep )c'je:rta It’fi%lilen fnoved ‘that he be ousted

21157 gclsf 3111e ngrr;ilepr:;(;i;er’a:];dsz;?;:::?;ifgig?: I}1>rince took the chair, Eliot stepped down and

:lall::é) Eﬁ: ? f thznsa;i\:izhhgg l;::lc;ursee\}ealing comments on the role of the magistrate: “Any man
or his part,

inati rsies and to do good
inclination to settle controve
eans and the Inc st, one of actual
of energy, and who posses;lseci) giemof B e of the Peace has been for years pa
among his fellow men - the
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distress, anxiety, embarrassment, and not a trifling pecuniary loss.” When Sheriff Robert Laghlan was
elected chairman, he lamented that while in England men of fortune could easily spare the time to be
magistrates, “in this new and thinly settled country... very few indeed can be expe'cted to be fognd
qualified for such an office.” Perhaps even more startling is the reaction of the grand jury to t.he Eliot-
Prince rivalry. The average citizen, with no experience of representative government, was dlstraught
at the rancour between the district’s two leading figures. At the end of the summer Quarter Session

of 1839, the jurors “expressed their deep regret that schisms and misunderstandings should have so

long existed among gentlemen of influence and property, to whom the public are accustomed to look
2712
up.

The magistrates frequently had to assume conflicting roles. The We
why Prince, a lawyer and a Queen’s Counsel, was
and by no means common or proper.
prisoners captured at the Battle of Pelee I

stern Herald questioned
permitted to sit as a magistrate, as “it is irregular
"> On one occasion Prince charged a number of Patriot

sland with murder and appeared as prosecutor at the spring

. 1 do not therefore think you are a prop
become prosecutor in this case.”™ With all its con

one to which an able and ambitious young man

The career of Louis Joseph Fluet is an int
ladder. At the beginning of his public life, it see
magistrate than acting as one. Born in Quebec Ci
both of its French heritage as well as its servic

€r person to
troversies, the office of magistrate was the highest
might aspire.

eresting study in climbing to the top of the colonial
med more likely that Fluet would be called before a
ty on April 10, 1801 Fluet came from a family proud
€ to the British Crown. His father had enlisted in the

1807 and had served throughout the War of 1812
Applying for a militia bounty in 1844, Louis pleaded that “all our family has always professed a great

attachment for their country, and at any time volunteers were demanded they were always the
foremost.”!s

Young Louis was educated at the Colle
Western District in 1827, he was reported to hav

change may have had more to do with his ma

ge de Nicolet and was ordained a priest. Sent to the
e “changed his religious views,” This philosophical
king the acquaintance of a Miss Justine Reaume and

November, 1830. The

' ema to the Catholic Church,
French-sp.eakmg farmers and the English commercial interests He would |
“legal adviser of many of the old French settlers of Essex "

Yet to exercise any real authority, a man had to belong to the magistracy.

ater be recalled as the

Fluet took the first
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i . This court dealt with
step on that ladder by becoming the clerk of the Court of Requests in 1834. Th

i " P : ly dealt with smaller cases of
minor civil cases under 15 shillings. This ear}:v hpeoplert S ;ﬁ;ftt’sp‘;gzi‘:): was 1ot as disinterested as
iti k of this court, . . h
eal concern to common citizens. As cler ; heir patronage that the
:ﬁ?ll;ol:t :::w;:os‘ed for he advertised that “those who may f?\}qotl;r l;‘e‘gl:::;tems gf the la%v »20
- o : i i nsistent with the - _
it dispatch will be given to their business co : avart was their
utmost d\l;b]iltt(-h'l\l: é diliéence were one thing, but what set the magstr::ss Wgen L
ALY ¢ ' ) i B ne jeo
unquestioned loyalty to the Crown. Fluet may have p}lt thSTg lrl; Z(;‘Ithej'ro‘zmship EE Bt
\k‘k‘:'n*t'%r'\' for a C(;mmittee of moderate reformers, the Freg 10 ‘ ; - 559 s o orehte eyl IGHATY
1834 These men were “of liberal principles but not o SuI\dacKen:/:ie’s faction.” Fluet would
l“‘iﬁk‘iPlC% or who have the visionary politics of [\\vllcljham I;)i,r? Itlllle militia during the Rebellion of 1837-
N e’ ical 1 d would serv . Aficrtfis
Ver e cKenzie’s radical ideas an ! en better things, After
I‘]:\ i; sllnggcclz:lltljei was clerk of Sandwich Township and could hope f(;; fzne with popular demands
[\)‘ . : (Re ~or1 of 1839, Britain seemed cager t0 find new e 'm(')rfl for the Western District lately
HL:: ]?ﬁ] sruliz He /'ala; rx{oaned in 1841 that “in the new E ommlss:ilg Aol Raical ¥ Ot
- rreste ) istr o0 are )
: agistrates w \ v nersthur
i ' of twenty three new It i mies in the Amherstburg
‘5; de e e na(ri?ce:l magistrates, Felix A. Lafferty (despnbec_i bythlfwiet[llfa former colleague, John
of these new ra fou ' er’”) became involved in a d1§pu e S el
poricr 2 2 TIOW grogg egy pthe Rebellion Losses Bill, the irascible old colone Y
Prince. During the 1849 debate on - ¢
< 5 ne’s use o
protested against Sir Louis Hippolyte Lafontai

“that confounded French language..““
i " Amherstburg that Prince
Tl h ill-feeling against Prince among the French-Canadians of
1ere was such ill- . oy ma
sent an agent to the Catholic Church after Sunday

ss to plead that the colonel had been
misunderstood. Lafferty decried this going to _

“Church doors on the sabbath” and suggested that the
he was.*
i ince for the dying Tory . .
peemte o AThefSthng{eZ?’ %mazrfl?)ifiggs were finally realized in 1843 when he appeared on a
For his part, Flu ;
commission as a magistrate. It was his

fate that his only year as one of the highest local dignitaries
coincided with the decline in the office.

ing 1 i irrelevant as the
istrates were becoming increasingly irre t
BY e gals Squa.bbliia%eeﬁtz::rcrlzariunicipal govemment..Under FhesMgmsézfiloﬁ‘??zr;ttl;Z
A temaﬁve’ dhetrict o bem’%l would now be elected at township meetlp(ig _ yere tion 31 of the
o e et _COUDCI O;‘Sthe peace with regard to highways and 1b(r11 gersn :; i
kLt e her ordered by section 54 to deliver al ocln\llI Ak
e ey o ﬁ'm Thus “various functions devolved upon the umcS;:3 I Council and
s e 0 he i C(iunlil:ﬁy of the duties hitherto discharged by the Quarter
its members, and in particular

magistrates,”’2

. “British Canadian”
f lar government was not universally welcomed. A “British Canadi
The advent of popu

. i litics in the adjacent
. ilar to the levelling po !
T at this was too sim « T ng so nearl
ctatocs paine Westerln Hemi[tci f;liteigrchical government and “substituting something y
States. Canada was losing

27
) . i tes.””’ An example of the
ing a democratic as we sce exhibited in the nelghboﬂ; » isg:d to build a schoolhouse.
redSemblmg e Foo 1oy f’ormc').c.:curred i 1849 when Amherstburg dec
“democratic form” in action

ius’ bri lots
f the Pastorius’ brick house or two
i i i ing “the lot to the rear o ' i
Three options were avalla.lble, lnCh}lldmlch ‘ssioners coul d haV? chOS_en han.yc :l:)e’ :11::)’ P;}eleesrof e
En oy o lock %le‘}tii:;c‘thz?lght it proper to be guided in their choice by Wi
ave a public meeting as

Inhabitantg >
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Finally, by the Municipal Act of 1849% ocal self-government begame effective in C a’r.lflida
West. The powers of the local oligarchies were taken away and the magistrates were left wit t]) la
limited criminal jurisdiction. In many ways, this was the local counterpart to t.he responﬁl. C
government movement that had made the provincial government able to control its internal affairs

As for Louis Fluet, his brief fling as a magistrate was as close to power as he would ever
come. He remained a lawyer to local farmers for many years until his death in 1881. Both he an‘d the
former oligarchs such as Colonel Prince had been overtaken by events. Amherstburg 'was'fmzlll_\'
incorporated as a village with town powers in 1851 and its first reeve, Alexander Hewglll Wagner.
represented this change in administration. An apothecary, Wagner reflected the coming of age of tl\]c
elected official as the leader in local affairs. In a small way, Ambherstburg mirrored the peaceful

revolutionary change that had occurred throughout the province. Local democracy had replaced the
genteel autocracy of the frontier past.

From Magistrates to Ma yors

mbined with adjoining

municipalities for the purpose of holding to gistrates determined the place

wnship meetings. The ma
within the township for the meeting. Ac

cording to local tradition

the town meeting may have provided a fo

to draw up petitions about local grievances for presentment to the lieut

Legiglative Assembly at York, initially the inhabitants could only exercis
meeting to make resolutions regulating the height and sufficiency of fences

elect the town’s officers for a one-year term. The inhabitants were allo
officials, but these functionaries were not accountable to the people. In the

enant governor and the
e their vote at the town
in the community and to
wed to choose their own
fulfillment of their duties,
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o I i imi fined
inci eratin with limited de

the t n’'s ofhicers were the agents Of the provmcml govemment, op g

1€ town ¢ .

powers under the control of the maglstrate.

Townshi 1

overseers of highways.

llector _ '
| enar i inhabitants
B i i . ‘Al'mited to preparing a list of all the male and female
The town clerk’s duties were li

ces i d by acts
¢ sors assessed all taxes imposed by
in tl hip for the use of the magistrates. The tax assefstbr(l); Smonies Sue. The wardens acted as
‘“f " tO“'nls “P nd the tax collector demanded.payment Od to arranging for the apprenticeship of
oLihe g atfurle y s property and their duties extende (; former owners Of freed slaves to
guardians of the town’s ) - ity from the
S : g security ; iding for the poor. The
p Chlldfen. CO”eCtlnu a8 nd I'O\’ldlng or P
dbandO;led l?n'd Orph?/?)i(lid not become a burden to the mum‘flpa::t?l, :n Al;nglican church with a duly-
cnsure that their care v ) . f the community u n .3 il
he inhabitants 0 . fter the Anglican minister was
wardens were to be elected by t o township. Thereafte '
: ini built in the to ; d the other warden was
SHESPRICH. Paiton i mxglster(\;h;las was also to act as the church warden) an
appoint one of the warden

32
to be elected by the voters.

< i 'k to provide beef,
Poundkeepers pioneer household kept livestoc P

Vvery . xen and
I o s far:j]]lersti]Zr for their own use or commercial purposes. O
ea

i forests and cultivating
tasks of clearing the '
e ardllls();::d been allowed to roam free, grazing on the

pork, mutton, dairy products, wool anden =
horses were needed as beasts of bur

iti sticated anima i rdens, orchards, storage
ods Tradltlonallyl, th; - 'gﬁz ?)ractice meant that cultivated fields, ga
community’s common lands.

. be enclosed with fences. To
: he livestock had to : ing at
- iring protection from t X sheep and pigs running a
reciltios and ofhes o refqmrmsgbr;/ the ‘free commoners (cattle 't:l(;rfﬁz’exactpheight and nature of
e destm i hcrognual town meeting were to qetennlto lands which had been properly
large) the mhal.)ltan.t sattie @ ship. All livestock trespassing on hould arise about the height and
e requlregi , eacget; Evnthe boundkeepers- b gu}le Stlors1 tso view the fences.
fencec'l weteto be . thz duty of the overseer of hig Wfsy of a town, was to determine which
sufficiency of fences, it waaSrt cularly within the cramped QUatrltle community. In 1793 the Legislative
Another concern, p isance to the ' hall
, nger or nu han one year old that s
of the ‘free commoners’ could pose a g:llpia’)un d “any Stoned Horse, more tra':}ll . pro}\,zincial legislators
Assembly instructed poundkeepers tos or commons.”> The f""f’wmf yeeariods during which horned
be running at large upon the hlghnnw?n}; by vote at their town meeting t ,ealz large.* Regardless of the
e e de_te were to be restrained from m?lmrlibe islative Assembly decreed in
cattle, horses, sheep and swine waspeople on these matters, t enS ngork Niagara, Queenston,
"eBulations established by the to rmitted to roam free maghe t(i\go4 in an attempt to improve the
1803 that swine were never t(_) betpi and New Johnstown. In e
Sandwich, Amherstburg, Kingsto
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quality of sheep stock in the province, the Legislative Assembly resumed regulating the confinement
periods of rams.*

verseers of High

One of the foremost problems faced by the early legislators in Upper Canada w
a network of good roads throughout the province. To meet this need, statute labo
passed requiring all inhabitant householders to work for a specified number of days each year on
building and repairing the township’s roads. The conscripted road builders were also obligated to
supply the draft animals, wagons, shovels, picks and saws needed for the task at hand. After 1819.

inhabitants were allowed to pay a sum of money in place of supplying their labour.
Under the direction of the magistrates, the overseer

organizing and supervising the necessary road crews to carry
legislature relating to roads. Initially there were to be two t

as to provide
ur laws were

s of highways were responsible for
out the provisions of any acts of the
0 six overseers of highways in each
there were still complaints about the

undertaken one year could be abandoned the fo
maintenance.

Township Elections

The township’s officials were nominat
an electorate composed of the “inhabitant h
the municipality. According to these requir
the town officers if they otherwise qualifie

providing for the nomination and appoint
from voting.

ed and elected on the spot at the township meeting by
ouseholders” appearing on the latest assessment rolls of
ements, females, minors and aliens could have voted for
d as inhabitant householders 3 Nothing in the 1793 act
ment of parish and town officers specifically barred them

Although appearing on the assessment rolls
mercial lan

d would not have been quali
householders. Adults who lived with their parents

not have voted either, as their names would not

, non-residents of the community owning vacant
fied to vote because they were not inhabitant

and owned no property in their own name would
appear on the assessment rolls. The election was
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L : i for a particular
conducted by having each voter present at the meetmg publicly declare tllus v:f);:e the siccessful
candidate in the })r'e;ence of the constable. The magistrates subsequently sv
candidates into office. , ing inated. An
zsmdidates could be elected to office even if they had not consented ;o beméézcli1 Oaml-ear in that
C > 4 ' i R
office could only be declined on the basis that Fhe ofﬁceholfie?r hag alrec;iné csiiir;/ens m)av consider
particular office in the preceding three-year period. Recogmzmg that So'ded .that fines ovice 4 Be
u;m election to office an unwanted honour, the Leglsmtw,e Assembll(y pri%vcle Attempts to avoid the
levied against persons who had been elected but w_ho refusedcthoe (t;i eg (i)n 186 6 when the Legislative
e oF 5 / ing town meetings were - .
duties of elected office by not holding _ o .~ vn meetine had been
\\x;mbl\‘ instructed the magistrates to appoint the township officers o tow s

held - mship meetings for Malden. (Until 1851

i i remains concerning the township . il fhat
Al .I;tl)ulrev :v\;;: (::I;Cnesidered part of Malden Township.) The~ear1.y assgssglerrllt( {ghlz )r eJ\ :r?ath:)n
WI i]l]li]"i]rfl\ﬁtllls&and James Gordon (1812), Charles Bercsy and Lewis f}l a’n t18(“:;)0John §i02m (1837),
Ncls;n and James Kevill (1828), Alanson Botsford and James Lafferty (1835), :

William Duff (1838) and Robert Barclay Elliott (1839) were some of the elected assessors and town
illiam Du : .

.. . |

i t of the Huron Reserve (circa
: ts in 1819, the settlemen
“legalizing o Amherstburg town lo ' | o
?2'780&,)81123151 o ?t:jiss;ment of a marketplace in Amherstburg in 1822, may have emana
20) and the esta

Malden Township meetings.

The R Reform

in this initial plan for administering local affairs. The
: Seversl shortcomings becaerr};: iﬁiﬁ?&ég g}l:;gblemps arising ?n the develgping .com:numtelfz
magistrates were unable to man?igto initiate bylaws in their commum.tleS- In 1792 maglstrabelz§ t\lvﬁre
A5 Thiey ha.d not been permitie ccidental fires in municipalities, being empowered to esﬁl- N half
given a limlteq power to prevent as where forty stores or dwelling houses were erected wit 1{r:1f a t.a
saﬁety regulzglo/z:1 for ca(;glrrensll;igseequemly adopted by the magistrates appear to have been ineffective
mile square.” y me

to deal with fire hazards. _
A petition presented to the Legisl

and Sandwich pointed out that these towns

built of wooden materials they are very su

tive Assembly in 1817 by the inhabitants of Amherstburg
ahlvd increased in population and “as the houses are mostly
abject to fire,” but no municipal fire brigades could be

ective fire safety measures because there
established nor could t'heir citizenry b_e ff(‘)orrcceedati(’floi?i?r?; :g;equate power_to the magistrat?s to ‘_n.ake
were “no provisions being by lav:/’ now ;nming fire prevention.‘“’ Probably in response to this petition,
regulations and impose the same _COZE empowering the Amherstburg maglstrat.es to estabhsh a fire
a statute was passed in 1.817 sp@lﬁc '}tlh fire prevention. The statute also permitted the? magls.tratesf
ltan'gade and pass regulatlor;?11 '(i,e:;?rge:: lighting and maintenance, the sale of bread, the inspection o
O pass regulations conce

isances in the community.*!
Jauchterhouses and nuisan 1 the
o 51 Ca.(l)::{)(;lla:)\issraerr%ained in the hands of the Legislative Assembly at York
The residual power to m
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i i oncern itself with regulating by statute matters that were strictly ip the nature
z‘mlf)lfllg:tllsl&e:g ta(; (zletermining when an%du where markets should be held in .the various towns,
regulating pedlars and hawkers, controlling inns and taverns and constantly revising the legnslatlon
concerning livestock permitted to run at large. The local needs of the remote Essex frontngr were
neither familiar to nor foremost in the minds of the majority of the members of the nglslatlve
Assembly. It took years to get legislation passed concerning local matters. In 1822 the citizens of
Amherstburg had petitioned the government to set up a public market in {\mherstburg and land was
acquired for that purpose. Nine years passed before the statute establishing the market was passed
by the Legislative Assembly in York. |

Often the best interests of the community were not even served by the local magistrates who
had been appointed to oversee its affairs. As the Tory government had no desire to change the status

over by a chairman chosen at the meeting and were to be recorded by
otherwise qualified to vote at the township meeting, being freeholders or
assessment rolls for that community, were prohibited from voting if not o

Fines were to be levied by the town clerk on any person voting or tryi
qualified to do so.*

householders on the last
fthe full age of 21 years.
ng to vote who was not

relegated to being mere administrative agent

s of the provincial assembly.
When it became apparent to the British government during its investigations into the causes
of the rebellion that the absence of eff;

ective local self-government had contributed to the
misgovernment leading to the rebellion,

fundamentally restructured. The magistrates’ authori

Elected district councils assumed all of the magistr

Assembly could be dealt with by the new district councils.

irs withi h district were to be governed by a
. : 42 local affairs within eac nct wel C o 43 r
Commencing January 1, 18 ed fr h hip within the district.™ (Uppe
. om each township
S : sed of representatives elect . Lambton formed
?}Z:;;tacgl;: f:llo;(::;g:d of sevefal districts. The prese?t f:ounnzz l:)f;f;i‘:’l‘l,ifs‘;sa:gow ed one or two
tion, e :
. istrict.) Dependent upon the population, he township, was
:E;r;:]eisttaiir:esl) l"sl'tl:::frlwnslfip of Malden, which mcludedDAIs:lr}il;fS(t:Z‘ffcgs F})Ea;::}? gst et coun(r‘,)il was
: L. . Western D1 ' istri
: istrict councillors to the : . In 1847 the district
}cntl(tjle(cii tt>0 :lf:;rtd‘:g Svho was initially appointed by the fgrovernmengt :;eri)ronw:;lber
1eaded by ; ing the warden from amon o -
~ le for electing the wa . thin the
councillors becal_m? responsib e as a district councillor, the candldgte .had to b.e 'nafSId:iltth::t which
.To b.e eligible t}ﬁr:ear:d own property situated within the district or a;:l]ommgin l?orl1 orders
township which el ecf:tfl?ree hundred pounds over and above all encumbrmceséﬁc :rrsszf:ls i payy - He;
hgd a real vatluaech(;rs of any religious sect, civil court justices, nnhtal}’e;)son receiving a pecuniary
ministers or tea n accountable for district revenues, any p ¢t with the district
Majesty’s service, a;ytfigsgr having any direct or indirect interest ;n any 00;1;:; vf?om serving as
. 111 s i
g nce from ﬂ::/ic:id of treason or felony in any Bt sh court -ﬁgra»v:hza;eﬁxsed to serve in office
apd any person co duly qualified person elected district counct i a councillor on the
district councillor. Al?y owi'l crlequest a person could be excused ff:ﬁm sim?}%a:she was over the age
irounds that e was disbled by a permanent T amanllor within e past e years
grounds that he that he had been elected district counctlio ith one-third of the councillors
of sixty-five years or ' lected for a three-year term wi tatives
District councillors were € eynolds and George Bullock were the first represen

- ion. Robert R lds was a wealthy
am;ual?f Star:id;n gt}f;zr\r;’:;zlt:crtrllolgistrict Council from Malden-Amherstburg. Reynolds w
to be elected to

i British
. Bullock was the proprietor of the
. er magistrate. Ggorge . ; a merchant;
xndowner in Malden fw(j\::llt;((:.ll;rsrtlbulrg. In succeeding elections, Lewis Gra':migrﬂo:;t as Malden
??\nhﬁm fncgn f}llmi)lr?pﬁetor of Malden Mills; and Hen]r};sWﬂght» aye g
o cLeod, the it ncil. .
To»:/]nship’s representatives on the Wfstetrl;oglrsi?;tef ;):arly. These meetings were always gleld n
stri cil sa ) i i f the district
The Wgstgrn Dlsm?lthczggncillors had a limited power to tax the mhabltgnt/clfeocon:truction
Sandwich, the district townh Sue port of public education, local m'lp.rlover:jlecn;lsl gﬁouses e
o sueh oy 0 P e buildings as schoolhouses, town hals, jail il fanctioning as a board of
A oh necessary .pu(? hcnel:xll courthouse building.* The district counci g
Amherstburg acquired a

: d hired the teachers in each
ites, built the schoolhousgs an .
education acquired the land for new SCh(:)(l)'lcmvtve;’rks were under the direction of a surveyor appointed
i

P ictrict’s pu . . o to
pow school district, Eacl} e il The councillors also appointed road Cf)mmlssmnelzs d
by the warden of that district councl With their limited revenue, the councillors were hard-

. ithi ownship. itions requesting the
Supervise the work within eachetm requests from among the‘ deluge : f;hpete:st(a)lblishrgent ofg new
prossed to select the mOStt l:fg roads, the construction of bridges and the

extension and improvemen >

District. Until 1846, the councillors were prohibited from taking any
schools within the Western :
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remuneration for their services.

mendmen Election Pr

The nomination and election of the district councillors was to be the first order of business
at the annual township meetings in January. If required by a candidate or by three voters, up to three
hours of the meeting could be allocated for these elections.

New voting regulations were instituted to curtail the corrupt practices that had surfaced
during prior provincial elections. Before any votes could be polled, the town clerk or presiding
chairman acting as the returning officer was required to take a lengthy oath that he neither directly
nor indirectly had received any fee, gift or gratuity in money or otherwise for effecting the return of
any person as district councillor, that he would return the candidate who at the final close had the
majority of votes and that he would use his best efforts to preserve peace at the election and would
give all voters free and unmolested access to and from the poll.

For the first time at township elections, a poll book was required to be kept wherein each
elector’s vote was to be recorded beside his name. To further reduce fraudulent voting, the town
clerk could require voters to take an oath or affirm that th
on the assessment roll for that township and that the
further proof of eligibility could be demanded.

Elections appear to have been rather rowdy affairs. To ensure that order would be
maintained, the town clerk or presiding chairman was constituted a conservator of the peace and
empowered to arrest any persons who “may assault, beat, molest or threaten any Elector at, coming
to, or returning from the election.” If necessary, the justices of the peace for the township could
appoint up to twenty-five special constables to assist in maintaining peace and order at the election.

“All Constables and others at the election” were enjoined to aid the person presiding to maintain
order “under pain of being deemed guilty of a misdemeanour ™’

ey were the person whose name appeared
y had not already voted at that election, but no

Mayors, Reeves and Municipal Councils

The newly-constituted district councils were unable to provide satisfactory self-government

for their communities. Despite the numerous reforms, the autonomy and effectiveness of the district
councils were limited by several factors. Insufficient revenues hampered the councils in serving the
peeds of .thelr districts. All bylaws passed by the district council had to be submitted to the governor-

penditures on public works over £300 had to be approved

governed by
It was a hardship for councillors to travel from Sombra and Chatham to the

wn of Sandwich, nor would they necessarily share the same local concerns as the
m Essex County. These factors led to a growing demand for the establishment of
which would possess a greater autonomy and administer a smaller ge
than the district councils, Government by district council lasted for only eight years.

In 1849 the Municipal Institutions Act laid down the foundations of municipal government

a district council.
meetings at the To
representatives fro
municipal councils ographic area

88

as we know it today. Each city, town, village or tovxfnshlp was entitled ‘ ]to anﬁuaiilzdet:ec;
representatives to its own municipal council. Each townsh}p and wllagg counc1t.was0 f:,;e new}llv_
reeve who was elected to that position by his fellow cggncx!lors at the first mee mg'l the nerwly-
clected council  This reeve would also represent the mgmmpahty on the courgy c}?u:m : Ifthe town
or village had over five hundred voters, a second councillor was al.so lelec;ite(cii b): tth: \:;rv;en unillors
o sit as deputy reeve on the county council. The county council was heade n)t e
elected from among their number by the reeves and deputy reeves representing _
within the county. Each town or c.i(tjy C(()iuncﬂ 2?tshl;e?‘ii:,in2ii: r;l;i\\/g;den hen the new Municina
) rg was still considered pa W '

mnum;\nrmecrf tcbalrlni into force in 1850. Voters in Amherstburg ar}d h:lz;lrdgir;t?izft:guizie]lc;?utnsxllllgg
to their township council. The councillors chose Henry Wright, a for: .

the council as reeve. Lo 6 i the first
When Amherstburg became a separate municipality from Malden in 1851,

was elected. From among the five elected coqncillors, pharrqacist

Alexander Waener was chosen as reeve. The subsequent reeves e]ectgd l?y thelr’ .fellc;.vx'f ioTcixflkl)—trs

Q’ei:ea/r;]:iandi%r;ones in 1852: Henry McKenney in 1853; Peter Megr;m}s n 18134,bll?eei1r? 18;6(;1 JZ hly]
‘ W i 7. 1858 and 1859; James No ;

' : don Watts Leggatt in 1857, ‘ I |

izoiff‘;ai;e ?:dlfig 15 (:nfi} Olr86’7' Denis D. Delisle in 1863 and 1864; John Kolfage again in 1865; and

William McGuire in 1866. .
After October. 1863 candida

Amherstburg Municipal Council

tes for council were no longer nominated at the annual town

inci inated at a meeting of electors held at the
meetings in January. The candidates for council were n.ommate _ N
town (ijrstownsh?;yhall on the second-to-last Monday 1n Degembterr\:;:/heth;ltrhzlmdirect courni fgthe
formerly in January. The process of electing the reeve and agpu yandidates for mianer 67-meeweand
municipal councillors was amended in August, 18606. There }frlg e }ownship ve and
deput p reeve were nominated at a meeting of £he e reove deputy reeve and councillors.
Deierr}l,ber In January the voters elected to office the mayor or reeve, aeputy

q 1 1 i l S fOI‘ the ornces o "lay0] or
I 1 dlStI‘lCt CounClllorS, can ﬂ‘i f
AS pIeVI()USly e UIIed f()l d (la'e

. in specified values,
councillor had to possess property within the municipality assessed above certain sp |
cillor ha

but now they could include in this evaluation
property owned by their wives as We.ll a3
property held in their own names. A C'anfjldate
no longer had to actually reside within 'thale
Municipality to qualify as its. municip:
representative. As long as he reSIded. Wil
the municipality’s county, he was qualified to
run for councillor or mayor. o
Various occupations were prohibited
from being municipal councillors:. 11.11?keepefi;
saloonkeepers, sheriff’s officers, division coud
bailiffs, gaolers, civil court judges an
Municipal officers. Anyone receiving an
allowance from the municipality or having by
himself or by his partner an interest i any

—_—

Ambherstburg town hall, circa 1880.
Marsh Collection Society, P572
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T O it contract with the municipality also was barred from
N 7 council. If one did not wish to be elected or appointed
as councillor or any other municipal officer, he could
decline the honour if he was already engaged in a
medical profession, was a judge, court officer, lawyer,
sheriff, coroner, civil servant, member of the
Legislative Assembly or Legislative Council or was
over sixty years of age.
Each municipal council was empowered to
make bylaws and regulations for the betterment of the

community and to levy taxes to pay for these
improvements. Among the powers extended to municipal councils was the authority to acquire

property for its own use, for common and grammar schools and for cemeteries. Municipal councils
were also empowered to build roads and bridges, improve communications, authorize gas and w
companies to lay pipes, license taverns and shops and regulate public morals.

In immediate response to the granting of these powers, the Ambherstburg Town Council
purchased land on the corner of Gore and Apsley (now Sandwich) Streets for a new town hall in
1853. The contract to build it was let in August, 1853 with a scheduled completion date of May.
1854. For thirty years this building served as a town hall, meeting place and schoolhouse. When the
ceiling of the town hall collapsed in 1883 the building was replaced by a Victorian structure which
partially burned in 1890. Repairs were made to the ‘new’ town hall and it served the community until
it was razed in 1965 to make way for the present municipal building,

The Amherstburg Municipal Council also exercised its newl
property for a public cemetery. In 1855 council acquired eight acres o
Road between Anderdon and Malden (now Alma Street). The
subsequently known as Rose Hill Cemetery.

The Municipal Institutions Act also empowered municipal councils to acquire lands for
common or grammar schools. A longstanding concern among area residents was the absence of a
publicly funded facility in Amherstburg where their children could obtain an elementary or secondary

s,

Ambherstburg town hall, circa 1915.

ater

y-acquired power to purchase
fland fronting on the Townline
graveyard laid out there was

Ambherstburg municipal building, 1997.
Marsh Collection Society, P1505
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school education To meet this need, property was acquired on Park St.reet in ?857 for the purpose
of building a grammar school but no school was ever constructed at this location.

nici ion P

Within a decade of the passing of the Municipal Institution§ Act, women and aliens were
specifically barred from voting at town meetings.** Electors at municipal e.lectlons had to be male
freeholders or male householders who had been resident in the municipality for at least a month
before the election, be British subjects who had attained the age of twenty-one years and be.rate'd on
the municipality’s assessment rolls for real property “held in their own right or that of their _W“’esh
in excess of certain specified values. If a municipality was divided into warc.ls then the voters in eac
ward were to elect one councillor to represent their ward. Every ward election was to be held within
the ward and electors were prohibited from voting i.n more than one _\yard. No elec”tlons were to be
held in a tavern or “place of public entertainment licensed Fo sell spiritous llq‘uors, ,

Voting continued to be in public with the retummg’ officer recordmg. the elector’s vote
opposite his name in the poll book. As an addition to the voter’s oath or affirmation that he he}d (rinet
all the requirements necessary to be enfranchised and had not alreac%y voted, he could bg required to
swear or affirm that he had not received nor would he receive any gift or money for casting his vote.
Voting was to occur over a two-day period between the lzf)urs of 10am and 4pm wth prgwswns for
closing the polls after the first day if the returning officer ‘“‘sees that all the electors intending to vote

have had a fair opportunity of being polled” and if no elector votes were cast during the last hour of
1.49

the first day’s pol . "
Shgluldr;he elections be interrupted by a riot or emergency, provisions were made to extend

the voting over a four-day period. In addition to the powers already p.ossessed' by the reutx)rnmgf
officer as a conservator of the peace, he was now empowereq SvSAERY T AR Elnl}nuted nurr; ‘evre;)e
special constables to keep order at the election and any special constables refusing to serv

subject to a fine.

Amendmen he Municipal Institutions A .
After October, 1863 candidates for council were no longer nominated at the annual town

meetings in January. The candidates for council were nominateq ata meeting of glectors held alt t}}e
town hall on the second-to-last Monday in December with their election occurring, as formerly, 1n
i he indirect vote of the municipal
The process of electing the reeve and deputy reeve by.t e indirect vo !
councillors was amended in August, 1866.”" Thereafter, candidates for reeve, d_eputy reeve an
mayor of towns were nominated at a meeting of the electors held at the town hal! in December. In
January the voters elected to office the mayor or reeve, deputy reeve and counc.lllolrss.mThcii r;ag;?
subsequently chosen by the votes of the Amherstburg electors were: John Kolfage 1n5 ’ ?276‘ é
John R. Park in 1869, 1870, 1871 and 1872, Michael Twomey in 1873, 1874, 1875 an 3 ; an
Samuel McGee in 1877. All of the Amherstburg reeves were engaged in the commerce o tl ; ;(8)\:/1:1,
except for Gordon Watts Leggatt who was a lawyer. When Amherstburg became a town 1n e

il.
reeve was replaced by a mayor as the head of town counc
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Th ret Ballot

The introduction of voting by secret ballot at municipal elections in 1875 greatly alleviated
any existing problems of bribery and intimidation of voters.®> Henceforth voters exercised their
franchise in the privacy of screened compartments by marking an X beside their candidate’s name on
the printed ballot provided by the returning officer. The returning officer and the agents of the
candidates were prohibited from attempting to obtain information about whom the voter had voted
for or otherwise induce him to display his marked ballot or make known to any other person the
contents of his ballot.

Females Franchised

In 1917 women were finally granted the same right to vote at municipal elections as men then
possessed but they were not yet qualified to hold office.” Two years later, legislation was passed
providing that a woman could be elected or appointed to any municipal office on the same conditions
and qualifications as a man, except that she had to qualify as the owner or tenant of property within
the municipality in her own right.** Although men had been allowed to qualify to vote or hold office
on the basis of their wives’ property, women could not similarly qualify on the basis of their
husbands’ property.

Ambherstburg women immediately exercised their vote in municipal elections but over fifty
years passed before a woman was elected to Amherstburg Town Council. Rose Kelly became the
first female town councillor in 1975 and served twenty consecutive years in that office.

Amendmen he One-Year Term of Municipal Offices

Municipal elections were held on an annual basis in Amberstburg from 1851 until 1958 From
1959 to 1968 municipal elections for Ambherstburg were held every two years and from 1969 to 1974,
every three years.™ In 1982 the Municipal Elections Amendment Act fixed the term of elected

municipal officials at three years throughout the province. This term remains in force to the present
day.*

Mayors of Amhgrstburg, 1878-1997

Since its inception as a town in 1878 thirty men have served as mayors of Amherstburg. As
most of the early mayors only held office for a one-year term, it is difficult to attribute particular

accomplishmgnts to specific men. Several elections would occur before a mayor and council could
complete major projects conceived by their predecessors.

Usually engaged in the commerce of the
backgrounds. Some were descendants of local

effort to this goal.
Following are brief sketches of Amherstburg’s mayors.

John Gerhard Kolfage
In a close race against Michael Twomey, John G. Kolfage was elected

Ambherstburg’s first mayor when the town was incorporgted in 1878. Kolfage
had been an active participant in municipal affairs since 1851 when
Ambherstburg first attained a separate municipal status. An 1n}11}1grant from
Germany, K;wlfaue settled in Amherstburg in 1837 at th‘e age of eighteen. By
trade a Q}locrnal:cr. he eventually became the owner of a large tannery an(1 a
veneral store and hardware business. Kolfage also owned property on t 1?
’m“lh side of Murray Street west of Ramsay §t1'ee{. then in the .hea.xl‘t 0
\mherstbure’s business district. The de\'astating fire Qi’ ;875 delstFO.Vedlt ‘zs:t"
properties and in 1877 Kolfage erected the brick bu:‘ldmg‘on tB‘lle S?‘t aw
corner of Ramsay and Murray Streets known as the “Kolfage Block .

Michael Twomey satbnirg 3
é Born in Kingston in 1825, Michael Twomey came 10 Amherstburg in

1865. After working briefly for distillgr John McLeod, Twlomteyt :b;:gllsgss
himself as a general merchant, acquiring considerable réaoe}fisalast T
property in town as his business prospered. After \S;'rvclinzr where he was
Ambherstburg’s mayor in 1887 Twomey moved to Winds

elected mayor in 1889. He died in that city in 1911.

t. M.D. . . i
Walter\/l\;:;?el:eliambeﬁ was born in Niagara Township, Lincoln County in

1832, a descendant of Butler’s Ranger Comeling Lamben.}ﬁfll?:clzicaeﬂoe;
gl‘adL;ating from Trinity College in 1856, Dr. LambertdS_et ;lpneedls) of many
Ramsay Street where he ably attended t(; tfl}ﬂe én:S ﬁfayor D Danibent
. s - C .
» residents. During his tgl m o 0 .
l?e?aﬁ?égggis;y ill with gangrene. He died in his forty-ninth year on June 27,

1881 having undergone the amputation of batit legs

Samuel McGee

i :n Malden Township. He operated
e was born in 1834 mn Ma .
a S]artll)urzl 11:]/1 CA(?sherstburg from 1857 untll. 1926, hawng ttakte?h:\;eret};?
bfgzzg: esstablished by his father in 1828. Until his retirement a g

‘ . nity as a town
eighty-eight McGee participated actively 1n 'thef tch(;n;inr): de}};artment g
councillor, reeve, justice of the peace, member 0

director of the library board.
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‘ J(:h:G Kolfage

1878, 1881

Michael Twomey
1879, 1882, 1886, 1887

Dr. Walter Lambert
1880

1883, 1884, 1885



Dr. T. James Park
1888

William H. McEvoy
1889, 1890, 1891,
1892, 1897

John G. Mullen
1893, 1894, 1896

Simon Fraser
1895

Theodore James Park. M.D.

Dr. Theodore James Park was the son of Theodore Jones Park. the
youngest brother of the prominent Park Brothers firm which had been engaged
in trade in the Amherstburg area since their arrival from Massachusetts in the
1820s. After receiving his medical education in Toronto, Dr. Park set up his
own medical office in 1880 on Dalhousie Street in the building now known as
the Park House Museum. For many years he was Ambherstburg’s medical
officer of health. ‘Dr. Jim’ died January 1, 1936 in his 80th year.

William H. McEvoy
Born in Belleville in 1853, W.H. McEvoy came to Ambherstburg in

1876 to take over Robert Kay’s jewellery business and quickly became
involved in the business life of his adopted community. McEvoy sold his
jewellery line from the “old post office store’ on the east side of Dalhousie
Street, in the building which became known as ‘Goldsmith’s Hall’. As well
as being the agent for the telegraph, ferry and railway companies that serviced
Ambherstburg, McEvoy was awarded the franchise to install the first
incandescent lighting system in Ambherstburg in 1894,

John Gallagher Mullen

Born in Ireland in 1848, John G. Mullen moved from Cleveland, Ohio
in 1873 to manage the coal docks of the McDowell, Caul & Brett Company
in Amherstburg. During this period a coal supplier earned substantial profits
because all the steamships on the Great Lakes burned coal for fuel. Mullen
proved to be a very able manager. In 1875 he bought the Amherstburg coal
docks from his employers. Over the years, coal docks owned by Mullen were
also established at Cleveland and Sandwich. John Mullen, a well-known
philanthropist, remained involved in the coal business until his death in

Amberstburg in 1930 deprived the community of a highly respected and well-
liked citizen.

Simon Fraser

Having emigrated from Scotland in 1857, Simon Fraser settled first in
Malden in 1872 where he established a wholesale and retail business in lumber,
coal and grain. In 1890 he purchased the stately D.L. Wigle house on the
southwest corner of Dalhousie and Gore Streets for his personal residence.
Fraser also owned the abutting lumber yard, the planing mill on the opposite
side of Dalhousie Street and the brick ‘Kolfage Block’ on the south side of
Murray Street. He developed the subdivision known as ‘Fraserville” which
fronts on Sandwich Street north of William Street. Retiring in 1890, Fraser

cultivated vineyards and peach orchards on his farm at Fraserville until his
death in 1905
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William T. Wilkinson Jr. .
Born in 1864 in Amherstburg, William Wilkinson Jr. was a gr.andscs);l
of British soldier Captain James Wilkinson who came to Amherstburg in 1852

with the Enrolled Pensioners. . .
On the death of his father in 1885 Wilkinson became proprietor of a

well-established saddle and harness business here. As well as holding t.he
office of mayor he served as reeve, deputy-reeve, \\_farden angi was very aCt‘VT
in community affairs. Wilkinson died in 1931. His Last Will and Testz&men
made available scholarships at General Amherst High School.‘a r}?on:) at rzicsze
Fospital for needy Amherstburg citizens anq a pumber of other bequests.
Wilkinson Court in Amherstburg was named in his honour.

Judson A. Patten _ o
e Judson Patten settled in Essex County with several other family

members around 1875. Being artistic he worked as a p-omal}g Pa;rlt:rl 2191(9i
decorator and taught classes in portrait and landscape painting. dn:)o Regina
he sat on council six times. In May, 1903 the family mOIZe y Oi%ﬁce’
Saskatchewan where Patten took a position with the Land . lis later |
In 1925 he went to California for his health where he died two wee :

George T. Florey .
George Florey ushered 1
mayor. Orphaned at the age of tw

n the twentieth century as Amherstbprg’s
clve. the native of St. Catharines established

. . : is arrival in Amherstburg in 1876. Aﬁer
himself in the grocery business upon his all;wc e fo opcrate the Highly

hi ise in 1921, the Florey fami : o
s\lscc::sriril:lsg ? Florey & Sons grocery store until the Dominion Stores rented

their premises around 1930.

Oscar Teeter, M.D.
A native of Grimsby,

Ontario, Dr. Teeter came to the Amherstburg

in medical
area fresh out of medical school in 1893. He becz;:meBaelIl)a\ift}I:gr(;:vrr:led the
practice with Amherstburg physician Dr. Forzsé fe Streets. In 1897 Dr.
property on the northwest corner of Sandwich an Beﬁ) his home on Sandwich
Teeter bought the practice and residence of Dr. ’

Street henceforth being known as the ‘Teeter building’.
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1899

1900

Dr. Oscar Teeter
1901, 1905




J.J. Breault
1902, 1903, 1904

John W. Stokes
1906

Franklin A. Hough
1907, 1908, 1909

S —
John W. Gibb
1910

Joseph John Breault

Joseph Breault was born in Amherstburg, the son of Marcel Breault,
amerchant and longtime Amherstburg resident. An accomplished musician.
Breault sold pianos, organs and other musical instruments in his store on
Murray Street for almost forty years. This “courteous refined gentleman” also
organized bands in Amherstburg and on Pelee Island. As a representative of
the Erie Tobacco Company, Breault travelled throughout Ontario and Quebec
and cultivated tobacco on Pelee Island.

hn William Stok

John W. Stokes III became the third generation of his family to carry
on the butcher trade, operating the Boss Meat Market on Gore Street 1is
father, John William Stokes II, was a successful butcher who had supplied
meat to the garrison at Fort Malden and to the Malden Lunatic Asylum
Mayor Stokes was the first of his family to be born in the stone house his
father built on the riverfront in the late 1840s (now 433 Dalhousie Street
South). In 1896 Stokes built the stately home which still stands on the

southwest corner of Gore and Bathurst Streets. He died in 1916 in
Ambherstburg.

Franklin A. Hough

F A Hough practised law for over fifty years in the Amherstburg area.
Born at Cobourg, Ontario, Hough came to Ambherstburg in 1891 as a junior
partner in the law firm of Reade & Kirkland. In 1918 he purchased the Park
& Borrowman lumberyard property, part of the lands formerly occupied by
Fort Malden and later by the Malden Lunatic Asylum. One of the two-storey
wooden barracks erected after the 1837 Rebellion was dismantled by Hough
and reassembled as three large homes on the east side of Laird Avenue
(numbers 37, 41 and 43) He transformed the large brick
bakery/laundry/storehouse asylum building into his own impressive residence.

By the time of his death in 1944, Hough had substantial property interests in
Ambherstburg.

John W. Gibb

John Gibb became mayor by acclamation when the incumbent Franklin
A. Hough declined to stand for re-election. Gibb was the only other
candidate. He also served on council seven times. Gibb was born in 1858 in
the little brick Presbyterian manse on Park Street. His father, William C. Gibb,
Wwas a carpenter who had recently taken up residence there after emigrating
from Scotland. John Gibb was fond of telling friends that it was up to him to
be good in view of the nature of his birthplace! Around 1900 Gibb set up a
seed and building supply store which he operated until his death in 1926.
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William Frederick Park, M.D. S
- Born in Chatham, Dr W Fred Park first practised medicine in Ha.rrow
around 1894 By 1900 he had moved to Amherstburg where he qu1ckly‘
became immersed in the life of this town. Dr. Park is remgmbered as one of
this community’s most respected and beloved citizel‘1§~ being eu!qglzed‘ as_-a
mwn builder, ;1'nmnicipal director. a man of wide charities, a physician of Skllll
and a poor man’s friend Dr. Park served nineteen one-yeat terms as mayor,
ofien securing the office by acclamation. During his mayorsh'lp citizens were
provided \\'i;h clean water which finally eradicated typhoid in Amherstburg

and General Amherst High School was built.

John Allen Auld /

| Bfwrn ‘1 Warwick. Lambton County in 1853, John A. Auld was a
for the St. Catharines News, Auld formed a
partnership with co-worker William D. Ba\ltour. On' Qct?biﬁ ;O }\81713
Balfour and Auld commenced publication of the '{'"hwbﬂ”{ e d
served as a member of town council, a member of the public SChO?l tzogrt(;
chief of the fire department and reeve of the town. He wasﬂnoral::oiable
represent the riding of Essex South in 1896 when h_ls p'artnen 1eO o
William D Balfour, then the incumbent M.P.P.. died in Oﬂi-ce' Sn eh h
eve Auld was the successful candidate, serving as M.P.P. until 190 by ]e gl 6e
retired from public life, leaving retirement t0 serve one year as mayor in .

printer by trade. While working

George H. Jones .
Georee Jones lived on Dalhousie Street in the house constructed by

his grandfather John Pembroke Jones, a ship’s carpenter ?t Wsei)sehc::lsecte}?;
who settled in Amherstburg in the 1850s. In 19}3 (i)eor-izssoiloecated on the
proprietor of a popular confectionery .and china us}d ades Jones’ shop
southwest corner of Murray and Dalhousie S_treets.. For ecﬂ s its variety of
was well-known for its selection of fine Engllsh china as wed Zerved N
sodas and sundaes. Jones was also a justice of the peace an

clerk and treasurer.

J. Ernest McGee ‘
Born in 1884 in Malden Townshi

p, J.E. McGee moved to town as a

- : i Ambherstburg.
young man and spent many years thereafter m'publlc Sewf:;tcl)y interested ign
As well as public utilities and town council, he g‘as %nember of the Fort
preserving the area’s rich history and was a "

ired from his
Malden Management Committee in the late 193056.:r I\l\flccz)i}gei: ;itgseg anod g
position as foreman of the machine shop at Brunn

two years later.
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© Dr. W. Fred Park

1911 through 1915,

1917 through 1927,

1932 through 1934
(one-year terms)

~ John A. Auld
1916

George H. Jones
1928, 1929, 1930, 1931

J. Ernest McGee
1935, 1936, 1937, 1938




e

N.A. Marra
1939, 1940, 1941, 1942,
1943, 1944, 1945

Ted Pickering
1946, 1947

A.H. Stevenson
1948, 1949

William Nattress
1950, 1951, 1952, 1953

Nick Marra

Nick Marra was born in Reggio, Italy in 1888. His family immigrated
to New York City but returned to Italy in 1903. Marra returned to America
in 1905, initially finding employment managing the commissary department of
a construction company. He came to Amherstburg in 1917 establishing a
grocery store near the construction site of the Brunner Mond plant (now
General Chemical) in Gordon. Two years later he opened the new Liberty
Theatre on the northwest corner of Richmond and Sandwich Streets In 1975
he established Marra’s Bread Limited which was a major supplier of bread to
the people of Essex County for over fifty years. During his years in
Amherstburg Nick Marra was involved in many aspects of public service as
well as serving as mayor for seven consecutive years. He died in 1949

F. ‘Ted’ Pickering

Ted Pickering was born and educated in Amherstburg. He was trained
in Detroit as an electrician and upon his return to Ambherstburg in 1926 he
conducted his own electrical business before being hired as the chief electrician
for Calvert of Canada Limited. Pickering was a mover and shaker in local
politics and became the first chairman of the Ambherstburg Public Utilities
Commission. Pickering Drive in Amherstburg, built in 1969, was named after
this well-loved former mayor who died in J anuary, 1970.

Alfred H. Stevenson

Alfred Stevenson grew up in Windsor, moving to Amherstburg in 1932
to take over the law practice of the late S.H. Smith and A.W. McNally. From
the beginning of his residence in Ambherstburg he was active in council and
community organizations. As chairman of the police committee Stevenson
advocated changing from local to provincial police. His election as mayor in
1948 was assured when it was found that he was the only one of the five
nominees who qualified to run for election. That year the entire town council

received an acclamation as well, because only the requisite number of
councillors was nominated.

William Nattress

William Nattress lived in Ambherstburg all his life. He was the son of
Reverend Thomas Nattress who was the minister of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church for many years. Mr. Nattress served in the Royal Flying Corps in
World War 1. He was employed as a stationery engineer at Brunner Mond
where he formed a union for the engineers and was also active in union affairs
when he later worked for Seagram’s. Nattress had a long career in municipal
government service. He was elected as town councillor four times, as deputy
reeve twice and served on the Public Utilities Commission.
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“dwar ich; ‘arren. D.D.S. o
Lﬂ)‘”‘i\)]:';[:l\:f‘lo:\g ;:ﬁwall. Dr Warren established a dental practice ;n
:\mhcrs.tlmru in 1930, taking over the practice of the late Dr. WS Fret_lc 1.
‘\\f arren I‘ctiu:d from dentistry in 1972 having served the Commll(lin&?] l.n“\’/l?]l:nOlliZ
capacities, the only interruption being during the Second Wor ar
served as captain in the Canadian Army Dentgl Corps. .

Dr Warren’s persistent efforts resulted in the 1954‘colnstruc (;owctoria
vovernment-sponsored housing development southeast of Alma an

Streets which was named Warren Park in his honour.

Harvey E. Hamilton . o

Born in Amherstburg in 1896, Harvey Hamilton spent most pt .hlS }lfe

“three of his brothers he served with distinction

ear nner

overseas during the First World War. As a 25-_yea1 ert}ll;iloyelesgfgr: et

Mond Canada Limited, Hamilton was the first pre51de_nt 0 ija h l.an_ts i.n
C 10 He later helped to supervise the construction of soda ash p

I outh America. o
e anl(-jlasrvev Hamilton devoted much of his time to loca! goverpment,
ncillor. reeve, deputy-reeve and two years as chief magistrate.

in his native town. With thre

serving as counc

NOTE: In 1959 the mayor’s term of office changed to two years instead of

one.

ile T. Laframboise
e E Ta‘Red’ Laframboise was the first mayor of Amherstburg to be

, _vear term of office. :

clected g)gri taV':] CI’{i}i/er Canard, he moved to Amhgrstburg in the ea}:ly tl 9\3355
During his years in this community, Lz}frambmse sel"vgd topalt <r30 n?oﬁon
planning board, recreation commission, library bqard, industrial pr Som a5
committee, board of police commissioners and public utilities cs)mlrrgng6 an’d ;
well as being president of the AAM C harpber of Commerce 1n vod
town councillor for three years. In his last term as lmayt(})]r ]13n : fam;
Laframboise urged council to accept a federal grant to Qeve op the Be

on Victoria Street into a recreational park as a Centennial project.

Dr. E.M. Warren
1954, 1955, 1956

Harvey Hamilton
1957, 1958

E.T. Laframboise
1959-60, 1961-62, 1963-64

NOTE: In 1969 the mayor’s term of office changed to three years. It changed back to two years in

1975.
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H. Murray Smith

1965-66, 1967-68, 1969-
71, 1972-74, 1975-76,
1977-78

Garnet Fox
1979-80, 1981-82, 1983-85

| William Gibb
! 1986-88, 1989.91,
1992-94, 1995.97

H. Murray Smith

A native of Windsor, H. Murray Smith was one of three founders of

the SKD Tool Company. Smith left that company in 1959 to establish
Ambherst Quarries at the corner of Meloche and Pike Roads.

He served on council for four years prior to being elected mayor in
1965, holding that office until 1978. Smith’s contributions to the community
was rewarded with several honours, not the least of which was being named

Citizen of the Year in 1977 Centennial Park at the southeast corner of

Simcoe and Victoria Streets was renamed H. Murray Smith Centennial Park
in his honour,

NOTE: In 1983 the mayor’s term of office again became three years

Garnet Fox

A native of Amherstburg and by trade an industrial electrician. G
Fox was a militant promoter in the development of this town’s rich heri

From his community service as chairman of the Public Utilities Commi
to deputy-

fulfilment.

Under his guidance as chairman of the Neighbourhood Improvement
Program, Gore Street from Dalhousie to Sandwich Street was reconstructed
into a heritage street; the recreation and cultural centre on Victoria Street
was completed and major work was undertaken in the King’s Navy Yard

Park.  While deputy-reeve, Fox also led the fight to retain the AAM
Volunteer Ambulance Service.

arnet
tage
sston
reeve and finally to the mayor’s office, Fox led many projects to

William Gibb
Born in 1939 in Ambherstburg,
Bill Gibb is a descendant of area pion
native town were apparent in his ni
government as councillor, three of
becoming mayor in 1986

Gibb.has the distinction of being Amherstburg’s last mayor before the
nd neighbouring townships were amalgamated in 1997,

like his predecessor to the mayor’s chair
eers. His deep love and concern for his
ne years’ involvement in local municipal
which were spent as deputy-reeve before

town a
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Law and Order

Ambherstburg Poli rvi

I[n 1817 “An Act to establish a Police in the Towns of York, Sandwich ancli Amhgrst?;nit
was passed  “Police” referred to the magistrates and the fact thfit they now had 1: 1; power anie,s
down ri(lm and regulations pertaining to their district in terms of streets.hhvelstgc . }r.efco?pstable

" . o (= . ) . £ con
lations, each town or township had a chie |
and other matters. To enforce these regu e bl
' i i le was expected to be on duty 24 hours Y, 3 yS
appointed by the magistrates. This constab ) o
:l\l':wr and his duties were quite diverse. In 1878 Amherstburg Town Council passed a b_\la\t\ t?l
‘(‘dcifme the duties of Chief Constable,” stating that he was to prfese;ve lthek peac%é.p;sealztlh
i ] ts...[take] proper care of the lock-up...
notices...serve all summons and warran : t ... o
Officer . superintend work on streets or sidewalks...and attend afl\lSn;zeOnggs of the Council.” For these
oes i i annual salary o .
services the chief constable would be paid an annual salary . . . .

In 1892 when the duties of the “chief of police™ were outlmed.m a new b_\la\.\. tl(\ie_\ T:lude;l
patrolling the main streets on a daily basis, preserving the peace, Trestmg and conﬁmpg ru? en e."tl,e
disorderly people. preventing horse racing and “furious driving,” ensuring that no wine or liquor

sorde ) g : : be
sold on t}};epSabbath and holidays, posting notices and bylaws, attending all pul?ll? meetings, sen mi
water rate notices and cleaniné, inspecting and repairing street lamps. The chief Xvas alsol expe::tfe

C S ) )
to act as assistant electrician, Board of Health inspector, town hall gargtaker and genera map h'O;
the Board of Works. That year town council received only three applications for the position of chie

lice!™® . -

of po Until the 1920s the position changed hands frequently: probably‘because Qf the job desc:gmog
and the number of hours involved.® Herbert Craig was hired as chief of police around 1920 an
resigned in 1922. His son Austin Craig recalls those years:

“My father was the only police officer. Becausg fhe' police LZ;I' n(;;
have a car, he patrolled the town by foot.. If he needed a car hf) w;;z’/ p;;? /
someone off the street and command their car. My dad always to , f}ne e
police always have to have control. If they l:).sg thc:t. {hej)! lose everything.

Like the police today, the tools of Chief (..rc‘ug s trade were a gun,
handcuffs and a Billy club. Craig's ter‘m as chief was cu( short dl(e t.o a
c/arifié&tion of his job description. “Yhe town quled ‘hIm't() do jamto’/
work in the town hall. He said he was hired for chief of police and that s
what he was going to do, so he quit.”™

Herbert Craig remained a police officer, first on Bob-Lo Island and later in the town
of Delhi, Ontario. . : : ~
Major H.H. Timmis became police chief in 1922 and remained until 1934, Helfbel't Cr;}g;
i . S : cnie
In addition to the aforementioned duties Timmis was the noxious weed inspector, E,(: 22'31920_22.
collector of dog taxes and school attendance officer. Iq his 5th annual retport in
1927 he stated that the Provincial Police had assisted him a number of times in
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e

preserving the peace.®!

In August, 1946 it was announced that the Ontario Provincial Police would take over the
policing of Amherstburg effective September st of that year. The Police Committee, headed by A H
Stevenson, recommended to town council that two police officers be stationed in Ambherstburg for
“exclusive police work in the municipality” to “enforce local bylaws, provincial and dominion laws
and the provisions of the Liquor Control Act.” The committee felt that by signing a one-year
contract with the OPP, Amherstburg could “give the provincial police a trial and see if they will solve
[Ambherstburg’s] difficulties with police matters,” thereby getting “an impartial enforcement of the
law.” The province supplied a police car for the use of the Ambherstburg officers, for which the town
paid a mileage fee. Amherstburg’s first OPP officers were Constables H.H. Peever and Harold 11
Wheeler.

The Ontario Provincial Police remained in Amherstburg for eleven years.
newly-formed Amherstburg Police Department took over law enforcement in the t
George Hanna, a former OPP officer. One year later town council passed a bylaw providing for a
Board of Police Commissioners. At the board’s first meeting on January 29, 1959 it hired three new

constables and made plans to purchase a mobile radio system to replace the callboxes on Richmond
Street.

Chief Hanna resigned as chiefin 1969

In late 1957 the

and was succeeded by Ron Seney who served in that
position until October, 1970.%* Everett Johnson was the next police chief, followed by

The current Amherstburg chief of police, Bill Fryer, was appointed in April of 1993

For many years Amherstburg’s police station was located in “cram
basement of the town hall. A new “ultra-

opened on November 6, 198755
Police Service.

Tom Tack

ped quarters™ in the
modern” building on Sandwich Street South was officially
and ten years later still serves the 14 members of the Amherstburg

Ambherstburg Police Station, 1995.
Marsh Collection Society, P1272

Amherstburg Fire Department

The earliest record of a fire department in Amherstbur

. g 1s a document naming the members
of the No. 1 Fire Company dated February 14, 1841 %

This list includes such prominent citizens as
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own under Chief

townspeople to use ® The town purchased its first hand
pump around 1860 ¢’ L

The 1870s was an active decade for the fire br 1ga(}’e.
\n 1871 photo of the Amherstburg b.r\igadeN?hO\\"S -
members in their new blue and white uniforms.™ In June(i
1875 Captain Louis Lemay of the fire company r_equﬁs“l’
that the town council purchase a new tlre. engme; n
October of that year council passed a motion to form a
“Hook and Ladder Company” of at least 12 men “ but this
resolution came too late. In November, 1875 fourteen

B o 1R4A0e o . erty of
businesses were destroyed in a disastrous fire along Murray  Circa 1840s fire engine, now the property
USINESSes W

f i I Historic Site.
1 1 : rake Fort Malden Nationa oric -
S“.CCL ()ne ﬁre englne b dlsabled due 0ed brOken b 4 Department of ‘anadian Heritage: Fort Malden National

: : ly a -

that had not yet been repaired and the brigade ha}c)i 0: .V& Historic Site
B . . rk 7

small box engine and No. 2 engine from Pa

o 73 sthure Icho noted that the lack
73 The Amherstburg Fchc - _ FTRE—
Si?':rl?:(/)]:a;]; ladder had never been felt so keenly. “Town Council and the people have a
C

; isti ion against fire”” and “steps [were] taken

BeHE=t thg Hrgem nei.eSSlti’;;El:t:nilgowr.etfet:,e;tpgotiitriomeeating at the end of Novemb;:r, 1875,
b e l'ret eoB whether to erect a waterworks or purchase a steam engine. ’The
taxpayers were aske{i }t]o }:Oceomment that “a vigilant fire warden will l?e appointed and a hc’)qo“k and
S Wlt‘ tde A waterworks will be built to take care of bgth fire and water. .
e o + several decades the Amherstburg Fire Brigade was re.orgamzed‘ a

Tl}f'OUghOUt i ‘;exlt8s79 a meeting was held at the Firemen’s Hall on Dalhousie Street for
e fire company.” Officers were elected and thg group, named the
o Lo C i s I\;o 1. was to hold practices on the first aqd thqu Monday of each
onih The o Flre’ Cfimp?n:ned fo ’ask council to place fire engine No. 1 in th_elr charge. .Shorltll.y
T P:l am engine was purchased second-hand from the City of Detroit. T 1.51
engine wa ihosrf?cel—i(rilr:\lgrls tf) structure located on the north side of the town hall and was used unti
engine was hou ean- !
e Watg‘&{mks :)Nfatshzuflllrtelgr:gs;)dlé seem to have changed annually. In early 717882hthe éllmhersttlzglgl

icers i
Licho reported that a meeting had been held. of the pr’?pose‘fi new ﬁEe C(;rsr:nalr)lly. ro(\)’:’n’?r;ndei pew towe
hall was built in 1883 it included a “fire engine room” and ﬁre}r?en.s a Stemyin nlievaanbismi
on Dalhousie Street was no longer needed.” Apparently the heating system e e e
ino the horse-drawn steam engine from freezing up in cold w ,
not ac}‘equau? for previptmgommiﬂ ee put up a partition across the fire hall, mak}ng two r%oms. The
228'6 iy ?ﬂ ‘ cl;(i)rictie south room” and a coal stove was added tg th? engine room.
Sl e fire bricade was in a state of disorganization. A major fire in January of .that year

B.y 1?110dth(: rcetiorrllgof the Anglo-American Hotel on the corner of A;‘)csl.ey (Sandyvlch) .ang
Eiil}llléli)(lilclinsttr:et;‘s’ e:: well as several nearby structures. Although the firemen “did gplendld servzicf1 ]
they were forced to contend with “frozen hydrgnts’,’s:frozgn.hose, [a] lioie?ssun:eeergg?iia%:was
wrenchless hose cart” leading to “inefficient prc:tectlpn. Within twc})1 w;ee sl e brage o e
reorganized with Percy Deneau in charge.’f“ Nine years later }tl e h;)ca ar(els Of%he  was again
reorganized. Twelve men were appointed, divided equally among the three w
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a captain for each ward to look after the apparatus. It was hoped that the new system would result
in “greater efficiency.”®

Until 1949 the fire brigade appears to have been under the auspices of town council In

October, 1949 a bylaw was passed creating a “Volunteer Fire Department” and applications were
accepted.®” More space was needed after a pumper truck was added to the fleet of two vehicles in
1949 and a new ladder truck was acquired the following year.* In 1952 a new fire hall was
constructed on the northeast corner of the town hall property ¥’ That year council officially turned
over the rescue truck to the Volunteer Fire Brigade® who sold it in 1953 to the Remington Park Fire
Department.*

By 1961 the Amherstburg Fire Brigade was considered “
Ontario.” Its first aid and rescue team made up solely of firemen was the only one like it in Essex
County. This team was instituted in 1939 when town council agreed to purchase a “resuscitator and
inhalator” to be used by a rescue squad formed of members of the fire department.” Two of the
firemen - Harry Spearing Jr. and Louis Robillard - had practical training in rescue work. Later that
year, members of the squad bought an old Packard sedan and in two months remodelled it into a
rescue truck. Unfortunately, the car that had fit into the fire hall in its original state was (00 |
to exit through the narrow doorway. The fire brigade appealed to the town’s property committee
to dispense funds for the widening of the opening.” The Lions Club donated a Ford panel truck to
the rescue team in 1951 and in 1959 a Ford station wagon was purchased by Amherstburg, Anderdon
and Malden for use as an ambulance. In 1961 four of the team members had medical ambulance
technoligist certificates and instructed classes in Red Cross First Aid.”?

Through an 87-year history, the Ambherstburg Fire Department has had only a few chiefs
Percy Deneau was in charge in 1910. John Raymond ‘Jack’ Hamilton, one of the original members,
became chief in 1917°* and served in this capacity until 1968  His successor, Mel Mailloux.
became the town’s first full-time fire chief in 1968 and was given the responsibility of caring for the

fire equipment and conducting fire inspections.” Mailloux retired in 1990°” and was replaced by

one of the most up-to date in

arge

Ambherstburg Fire Hall, 1997.
Marsh Collection Society, P1393
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L s 2 efighters.”® In
current fire chief Rick Murray who is in charge of the department }sl }Z"‘Yqﬁ?e{f_rb? etf;gCility o
199293 4 new fire station was constructed just north of the town hall. 1S y \

> ¢ 100
opened June 12, 1993 is home to the department’s five vehicles.

Prohibition™'

i ibiti X / was

Ontario might have been ‘dry’ during the period known a? Plrofilbllt{o? bst EAs:et.\h gcs)srrll;_\ o

’ 0 ce si t from the lake of alcohol inland. said,

“we ly from water on three sides bu il : ‘ "

\_‘[‘_L‘ %l?(?cti\("): dyoina it and nearly everyone was. The money flowed like water 1? ;L-xgz)s cm;]fggtgt;n

hald o == % . g, 1 T

e\'e; by pfesent standards. Police Magistrate McCormick often lev1eld 1Tm;s.“o : :t Of(;heir I,

supposédlv impoverished locals, rural and urban, only to watch them peel the bills

and leave the court. ; ite ernment
Prohibition in the Amherstburg area lasted from 1920 when the United States gove

' t banned its export. In the
i i 30 when the Canadian governmen ex :
banned the importation of alcohol to 1930 w : N
intz.n'm li uorp could be exported legally from Canada to a country thqt did (Elog ba}rl 1t§ rtlron;;{)il;to on
c onseé;ugntly loads bore exotic official destinations such as Mexico, Cuba, Pu

a v r i ivery was made in two hours or
mu I ' ans of transportation, delivery w
Bermuda. With speed to rival modern me ran e i fein fwo hou

less as the courier, known as a ‘mmrqnngrﬁ,le R Al
' runners, the river acquire un ‘ r
popmatll?krlle(z)ilr;rirlllegal activity at that time was ‘bootlegging’, the manufacture or sale of alcohol o

i i sonal consumption. With proper connections, any quantity of
:lscoplcl)(s)?ecscigg gz}:ioerlli(\i/;?:dnte: ((i)il:’z}zi:—or_ Equally effective but faster e p?ymte,n;lzo ?HT:$$§;
to fake an export and return the load to a secluded spot along the Car;a;illa? t?:;erreanu el Pastis e
area residents was endless. Anderdon resident Aaron Josephson state h . t ﬁalznmerrl)t of his future
for his approaching marriage necessitated 100 cases of the finest forlt e eg eDoctors sl
blide’s g?u l:asts His lack of a guest list led to a fine, ey prom'll)t ytl))lai11 éd at the rate of 100-200
to prescribe élcohol legally for medicinal purposes and they happily Oh %h Pares ey iDfiE
e ti r month at $2 to $4 per quart, much to the 1mprovefi ea't of a e
Ir)er:iiifsllt)s lsot?olierc)leseveral hundred cases of whisky at hm.ne for ‘personal reqmren%?msﬁ \itlles?lrance claim
holiday, returned to report a ‘theft’ of the cases to palicend had thzner\ﬂ)? toB el%’?l the insurance
on the>stolen load (after already collecting from the suppose i1 lev.efrétesbl])e a; to convict the
companies limited the loss on such ‘thefts’ to $500 and police magis g
owners of ‘selling” alcohol illegally. d out not to be a safe place for the storage
i senger car turned out not t
of bottle?fs Xséeasf%?:zigiadzzgx/ae};e%a;}&gf a block of ice thrown into the cooler broke the bottles
andled to a pleasant return 1h Orl?elfi)vreérielzl !being seized by authorities that storage quickly bece}me a
. So many caseds (;i‘?hzoba(;emem of the post office; after that ﬁll§d, cases were storT'd in tl}:e
E:gk Zr;l. Uge was rf?ia ee much to the delight of those who managed to lift a skyhglll.t andhr.e g}e the
K ot a private office, Scotch on the night of September 14, 1920. Soon Po ice Chie lirons
ﬁ?hce] ;)}1: 1d7 c;e;fges 1of Dag:’;‘;?isn g for 62 cases out of a seized load of 88 that never qulte' made it ;(nt(;‘
Stglrsaege aHe te:tlilﬁtze]daihat one case had been opened for refreshments after the labourious work o
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loading: the cases onto a truck. The problem pointed out to him was not the loading but the
unloading, or lack thereof. Before the month was out a new chief, A.J. Warton, who trained with the
North West Mounted Police, was on station. 3

Most of the export activity occurred at the docks at the foot of Park Street and behind the
flour mill of Colin Wigle. To ensure the legality of the activity, the area was ringed by a high wooden
fence behind which the liquor was stored under the “supervision of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police and the Ontario Provincial Police, who checked for guns and illegally returned loads. Even
the illustrious editor of the Ambherstburg Echo, John A. Marsh, was not above the illegal purchase
of export alcohol off a dock, all for naught on one occasion when he managed to pass through the
OPP in town and the U.S. Customs at the border only to have the heat of his own body break the
over-full glass flasks in which the whisky was being carried. He remarked that he had never smelled
lovelier on his damp stroll up Detroit’s Woodward Avenue that evening, '

_ The transit between the Canadian and American shores varied with the season. When the
river was navigable, ‘any boat that could float” was the motto - rowboats and yachts for the amateurs.
larger forty-foot ‘luggers’, tugs and even steamboats for the professionals. The winter ice was
crossed in sedan automobiles, usually the Studebaker “Whisky Six” with the top chopped off and the
doors left open, not only for fast unloading but also for quick exits if the car broke through the ice
Planks were carried to cross cracks and small holes; paths were marked by tree branches and extra
cargo was carried in boats towed behind on ice runners. The Border Patrol thought they were seeing
ghosts at one point when cargoes were shrouded in white sheets to render them invisible against the
snow. Unexpected thaws were bad for business and the ice breakup of 1925 kept divers busy all
spring searching the river bottom, '

The preferred route was across the Ambherstburg and Sugar Island Channels, in which a
myriad of islands provided sufficient cover before the dash to the other shore. Danger came more
from hijacking gangs than the U.S. Customs Border Patrol, which was often paid to ‘look the other
way’. The line of vision must have been crowded because Canadian Customs officers were also told
to ‘look the other way’ as they filled out the B-13 export documents. Times became especially
difficult when hijackers began to attire themselves in the uniform of the Border Patrol and when the
latter acquired a sense of duty and patrolled with a large ice-breaking tug across auto paths laid out
on the ice.%

Big-time professionals in the trade included the Captains McQueen - father John Sylvester and
sons John Earl (‘Cap’) and Peregrine. Better-known ships of their fleet included the old passenger
steamer City of Dresden, the tug Leroy Brookes and the motor cruiser Sonora. Primary routes were
between Toronto and Belleville on the Canadian shore and Rochester, New York and Erie,
Penns'ylvania on the American shore, with secondary runs made from Amberstburg to Toledo and
Detroit. Their big lumber tug Progresso was chartered as power for the refitted ocean freighters of
Windsor liquor baron Harry Low who exported from these floating bases stationed around the Great
Lakes and on the east coast. The Lakes are famous for their November storms and in the year 1922
two such tempests on November 17th and 18th devastated the McQueen family.

On the evening of the 17th, the Sonora, under the command of Capt. A.L. Wilson, was

' ense fog had settled and caused the

returt}ing to Belliville from a delivery to New York State, D
captain to lose his bearings, a problem that quickly compounded when a freak storm broke waves

over the cabin andt‘wrecked the ship against a huge boulder. The crew jumped overboard and, not
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. reach safety.
knowing where the shore was, were fortunate to miss the rocks around them and /

On November 18, 1922 the City of Dresden was near Long Il’omt onnla?rll(e 5:&:&:‘:?23 fﬁ;
Port Huron, Michigan with a cargo of whisky when fate turned folu t;\s pgxl'lu shing water. A difficult
vakum out of its 50-year-old seams and the pumps could not handle the 'lstin ofg his soﬁ Peregrine,
decision had to be made by Capt. J.S. McQueen and‘ his <;1Te,w SCOHSelr (V\%ho had lost a leg in an
Amherstburg natives Jack McBride and engineer Ray “Nitc );( a\gDetroit The ship had to be
earlier factory accident), James Hurst of Belleville gnd Flarry derr.th dee Wéter were a hazard in
beached in order to save the cargo but shifting reefs mterspersi Wi db arp400 feet from shore and
the area. Captain McQueen turned the ship landward but struck a Sag the lifeboat of Peregrine and
alled fdr all hands to abandon ship. Twice the rough waves capsize .o the life of his friend.
;awyer. The third time it capsized, Peregrine drfg‘::?tih‘:l:git gglal;’;“stg ;:;’e“;% own the beach. The
: ine’ was . .

zg . otherfdmg detsl}: mrgu:;eﬁz ts)ebt(\):e):en life and death for five hours owing to exh::ssglzti;;:;

erienc f 'apdalllim into retirement. As his ship broke up, rescuers.tumed into sc:]vengi o e
f}?g eclzr;coefgrixethe sea. The following spring,. the‘el?gine,and eQUlil:ligf: ‘Zifgsol’:rgn oo d): Ormie’
from Amherstburg comprised of Lewis Goodchild, Nitchy’ Sawyer y

Hamilton. ' .. ne achieved some notoriety with the fearsome

: Ga?g aCtiVitydiré;:Jlles aéz; asl?;l?:ﬁ; ?Nn:sol:l}j!z:ked booze, which led to th: (())lf(iieg-told tﬁ; :f
the B Bloc(;dcan In the eariy morning of Saturday, June _27, 192.0 a load od € rc;w ]v;; Ayn
e e ‘If-‘ow. ort at the Wyandotte Cemetery at Middle Sideroad an y ig l\(N(jy 8 An
:;?;ﬁgg:;gg: \:;Oe?as “in” on the deal agreed to check the route but was sidetracked o

I d for their e ‘ :
Offzrefi a851statnctehto t:;f grfli:t:g:;tanThe rightful owners descended on the burial grounds;ogo retrieve
made 1ts way to the p .
their goods. An hour-long gunfight ensued
The gang’s activities came to an €n

ot away, as did the liquor in boa_ts. .

dbl\::hﬂ %.notheryhijacking landgd two of 1:115 m:nr?:he;lse ;r:
i or.
Kingston Penitentiary with the distinction of being among theh!?st tso ;le(c;egr:ef;r:f el zxperience,
(lasﬁes) in Canada.''® One of them, Walter ‘Goody Gc.)odc‘ 1h , b;()) ke fredly o e,
especially h ’ h logy had replaced the cat o’ nine tails wit a B e every
e the & o t?c o by a dip into a salt brine. He admitted that he d

over the prisoner’s back, followed by & B “If someone placed a million dollars on a

good person before that experience bUtlla’fiilggcf%tnitte%ut after I wouldn’t touch it with a 10-foot

e nearly ’ . . -
table,,, before the lash I womdll':g’wmre the author was studying, to whfch the reply was a lfl‘m(;r yei:
polg. Some cure! He onceefsl‘;l '+ University in Kingston. Walter mentioned that he, too, had spe
business programme at Qu g rocks)!

. kin
four years in Kingston - studying geology (cracks f practical jokers - Grant Duff, Angus Bernard,

) ’ an informal group o ; s . .
Ormi Jhe'l Mab]el fall(ngnn\;,:l‘; and Fred Beneteau - who delighted m] g?mg tf(: ese‘f; ::1%2_;2:23
n rmlle{ reo it a(r:1 considered himself irresistible to women. Mabﬁ , O act?iu iy ';hat ‘ust happened
eW fomeo in tow 1 manly passions reached a fever pitch on a nig :
but her virtues were extolled until m: y p begglng to see Mabel, the prospectlve lover would

to coincide with her husband being away. Now(Eliza’S Cabin) south of town, and told to call at the

lt?re tra(rilsponed toa fa‘h“']‘ousi’/ll;:;fll));#?ng?;t Duff would burst from inside with a shotgun, shout
ont door, “Yooo00-hoooo, ‘
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out, “I’ll Mabel you, fool around with my wife eh!” and blast rocksalt into the air. The balance of
the gang would return to the export dock to await the results of the evening. One lover ran into the
water, waded back to town and collapsed half-dead on the deck of a whisky boat. Another ran across
Mabel’s yard, knocked himself out when he hit a clothesline at neck level and later quit his job on the
river and left the area in fear for his life. One had had his passions so aroused that he ran back to
town in his underwear. The game was played twice on a fellow from Harrow who wore his car tires
down to the rim as he fled from his first experience (Ormie had let the air out of his tires) The gang
disbanded after the tables were turned on the perpetrators one evening when a prospect grabbed the
gun from a surprised Grant Duff, discharged it at him then pulled a revolver and aimed at the rest
The return to town that night was made in record time.

The Hamilton brothers - Lester, Ormie and Louie - although never directly involved in
rumrunning, joined Art Gosselin in the late 1920s to form Gosselin Construction Company to build
warehouses and factories for the many breweries, distilleries and exporters in the county [ ester
supervised construction, Louie tended to things mechanical and Ormie operated the cranes Several
of their buildings are still standing, such as the Hofer Brewery at the north end of LaSalle and the
Carling Brewery that has since housed the Art Gallery of Windsor and now the temporary Casino
Windsor at the northeast corner of Bruce Avenue and Riverside Drive. On the river side across from
this corner, export warehouses were constructed for the British-American Brewery with special doors
at water level so that, upon a signal from Detroit, a single button could spring them open and allow

Distillers Limited, a division of the Border Breweries and Distillers Company of Harold and Joseph
Massey, which later became part of the Seagram operations.'"" The Hamiltons were welcome in
influential liquor circles because, as Lester once explained, they did good work and knew how to

million dollars while another made over a million dollars
eview and the Ambherst operated wide-open throughout

1 games upstairs and a large-stake crap game at the end of
the bar.!?2

Competing \'Vith the hotels were an estimated 160 ‘blind pigs’ (illegal bars). Officer Farrow
was kept busy .r.aldmg these emporiums but they often re-opened as quickly as they had been shut
down. Competition was apparently heavy, as demonstrated by one owner who tipped the police that
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his neighbour was bootlegging. When asked how he knew of such activity, the man stated that his
= i 113
neichbour had taken all of his customers! _ ' g ;
['he police, both local and provincial, always seemed to h_ave difficulty hanging on ;0 tlfltelr
seized coods  On February 8, 1929 the police seized a load being 1llegally refurr;ed tﬁ ClTalz}ilea glisé
Its near seizure on the American shore. Captain McQgeen and Russ ng(:e ?ﬁ-ireqotlticg 3881’1 }I;Oldlv'
in their duty  The loading of the contraband onto police trucks was_har 'wm. ,t\ mwﬁ it
nvited the officers to drop by his home for deserved cold. beer§ 013 their c;lext t.ntpt)lr: © : Eotll P
were found missing when the trucks were unloladed_de;nd;g?m nare P
N salitns wi ed alcohol.
accepted McQueen’s generous hospitality with the seiz - ~
| A colourful chéracter was Alec Duff, co-proprietor Oft]-le D. &‘(;]Cla)fe 0}? tllie(s‘?l?glllfwlg;:;
Murray Street between Dalhousie and Ramsay and later sole proprietor (;t the fgrﬂzg:)r of thér former
originally on Sandwich Street near the high school and relocat.ed to the Se]?}m D & C Café '\vaq the
Builock"-s Tavern at the northeast corner of Murray and D;}lhouslf S,t‘reétSVAm:iestice Day banCIueLt for
site of one famous incident when police attempteq to raid th? ' eélor; ) foot ofMurréV Street with
liquor violations but instead found themselves carried to the river at t g"h(; revelling continued well
Ihreats of being thrown in unless they left the party aﬂd Stayed away. )
into the night '** : Deerhead Club was thwarted
N v rand opening of the Deerhea
Alec Duff recorded less success when the gr o t the lack of a
by a successful raid by the police, who had been tipped bg“a: ;r;ﬁ)alg);isl\s;:ltfll: I::t(])z(lj l?orrowed from
pay raise.''® The wintertime practice of asklpg a patron to I > A New Year’s Day tradition at the
Mullen’s coal dock evolved into the ‘Moonlight EO?I C?T:ﬁi:l sl higd purchased liquor during the
. 5 ~ nk a fem
Deerhead was the proprietor’s free round of drinks for all .
year - or had borrolzlveg coal for him. The honour of pouring the first legal drink 11? Amllenrstggri%;?:;
the end of Prohibition fell to Alec, who moved to larger quartg r(? a:etgflng:fhrouos?es eStreets L
O : rner of Go '
it ’ Il located at the southwest co _
e DTL;]ﬂCV ) Ta:;ri:vi;rty ended when the Detroit News ran a front page sto?;1 Wll:h ghoipshettbou;
e rumru : ~ order tightene
the steady stream of bioze-]aden automobiles crossing the 1ceff;om L argg:kne \ev it ot e
and within a few months Canadian laws banned the export f?]l 1qzq(:{l‘nners strike of January, 1930
ending when silly events started to occur, such as l'zhe succc?sse wr:)lrk scale of $3 a case for beer and
docks won piece- :
When a 24-hour shutdown of the Amherstburg ; in Aitihiesstbut
$15 a case for whisky. Final clearance papers for the export of alcohol were issued g

on May 31, 1930 118
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Natural Gas in Ambherstburg

GAS S CcO wW 1 h s tburg JCh() on
c ammuncement n the Am ers F
ING!”, was the elcom . : X !
Ale'l 3]d 1958 ] helarticleMC()r]tinlled, “Ihe pipeline Wlll come dOWIl Kll‘lg S nghway NO. 18 from

Tri-Com i ' tural gas to heat
ji : i i -Community have been using na
OJ‘bWay...” . Since that time residents of this Tr1
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their homes, for cooking, laundry and in some cases, to fuel their vehicles.

The natural gas industry in Ontario was initially established by a local man who later headed
the company which eventually brought gas to this district.'”” Eugene Coste, son of Napoleon and
Matilda (Robidoux) Coste, was born in Malden township on July 8, 1859. The family later moved
to France and Egypt where Napoleon Coste, an engineer, worked on the Suez Canal. In 1883 they
moved back to Amherstburg where Coste senior built ‘Mireille’, a beautiful mansion on the riverfront
(The building was known in this century as ‘Chateau LaRose’.)

Eugene Coste and his brother Louis were educated at Grenoble and later at the University of
Paris.'” A third brother, Denis A. Coste, also educated at Grenoble, received further training at
Dover College in England while the family lived there for a period of time. Eugene Coste was further
educated in engineering, receiving a degree in 1883 from Ecole Nationale Superieure des Mines in
France as a mining engineer.

From his earlier school days in Paris, Eugene was a firm believer in the inorganic origin of oil
and gas.'”' Between 1900 and 1903 his consistent views were recorded in papers on “Natural Gas
in Ontario” and “The Volcanic Origin of Natural Gas and Petroleum.” It seems that even then the
Malden native was destined to create the natural gas industry in Canada.

In 1888 he began drilling ‘Coste No. 1” in Gosfield Township. The well was completed In
January, 1889 with an initial open flow of 10 million cubic feet per day. This marked the beginning
of the Essex gas field and the natural gas industry in Ontario.'?

Early in 1889, Amherstburg town council was approached by E.1. Scully, representative of
Hiram Walker & Sons, asking for permission to lay pipes “for the purpose of conveying oil or natural
gas to the inhabitants of Amherstburg,”'? specifically for lighting the streets. A few weeks later
William McGregor addressed council outlining a two-year plan to organize the company and lay
pipes. He indicated that the output at Gosfield would equal 650 tons of coal or about 1400 cords of

wood per day."”* Napoleon Coste, then reeve of Malden, told council that he hoped to sink more
wells and that within a year there would be a well six miles from town near the Malden-Colchester
town line. A bylaw was drafted and passed two readings. Clauses were added, one stating that the
pipes had to be laid not later than April 1, 1891 and another which said that free heat and light would
be supplied to town buildings. At the same time, factions promoting electricity for street lighting also
entered into discussions with council and a bylaw was prepared. In the end Colin Wigle’s plan for
lighting the streets of Amherstburg with electricity won out over natural gas, 125

During the first three or four years after ‘Coste No. 1° was drilled, Essex County gas was
supplied only to nearby communities such as Leamington, Kingsville and Ruthven. By 1894, with
some thirty producing wells, it was time to look further afield to seek a market for the appa,rently
“unlimited” supply. An eight-inch pipeline was laid from the Essex field to Windsor and Walkerville
gnd in 1895 to Detroit. By 1897 Toledo, Ohio was being supplied with Essex County gas. By 1901
it became obvious the company had been spreading themselves too thin - gas pressures drastically
dropped and before long the Essex field was depleted and finally abandoned.

New Fields

. In 1906 natural gas was discovered in Tilbury East Township. This signalled a new boom in
the mdustry and competition was keen to meet the ever-increasing demand. In November of that year
the Coste interests entered the field through the formation of Volcanic Oil and Gas Company, with
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Denis A Coste - also a pioneer of the natural gas industry - as secretary-treasurer.'® The newly
organized company supplied gas to Windsor and its surrounding villages as wgll as the town of Essex.
In later vears Eugene Coste was president (1926-27) and a diregtor of Union Gas (1922-24, 1930-
37). Denis A Coste was president (1927-29) and first vice-president of the company from 1929 to
1940 Incidentally, in 1946 while drilling on Lot 53, Conc. 5, Malden, the Drakg & Walker Company
encountered at 965 feet a small commercial gas flow, this within three miles of the old Coste

homestead '’

[ nion Naturs _ompan prmed

In De, 1911 Volcanic Oil and Gas Company merged with Ridgetown Fugl Supply and
the United Fuel Supply Company to form the Union Natural Gas Company of Canadg Limited. Aﬁgr
long and successful careers, Eugene Coste died in Toronto on January 22, 1940; h.lS brother Den.{S_
A Coste, two years his junior, passed away seven months later on August 18th in Chatham. As

LR : 128 -
Victor Lauriston said of the two brothers, “They were the beginning of great things!

d i nerstourg .
” cbe 1, 1957 officials of the Union Gas Company met with the Aq\herstburg Tov:/g
Council to discuss the granting of a franchise to the company to supply the town with natural gas.”
In February of the following year Russel Perkins, di‘stnct manager of the company, tolq council that
construction would begin as soon as weather permitted. Representatives pf local re_taJl stores were
present at the meeting, concerned that Union Gas Company would sell apphances which might aﬁ’ecl';
the former’s businesses. They were, however, given assurance that .Umon Gas would pot underse
other stores and further, that they would provide classes to train retail store employees in the proper
method of installing gas appliances."
Soon an eight-inch gas line spanne be
turn-on ceremony took place on October 28, 1958."

d the miles between Obijway and Ambherstburg. The official

ffi h in Amher r _ . .
The Unioanas Company opened its first office in Amherstburg in 1958 on Dalhousie Street

in the north end of the historic Bullock’s Tavern building, next door to Eaton’s Order Office. Bill

Johnson was the first local manager. Marilyn Dube, the company’s secretary, not only looked after

the administrative paperwork but took service calls, prepared work orders and periodically sold

appliances. Phil Smith was the company’s first sales representative in Amherstburg. Through the

years many local men and women found employment with p’nion Gas Company but among the first,
including the above-mentioned, were service representatives Maynard Hurst, Reg Spencer, Walt

Lacey and Pete Tehonchuk. Ron Lacy worked part-time and young Mike Johnson handled janitorial

duties.
In January, 1965 Union Gas Company

building, facing Richmond Street,"*? where it

shop was moved to Windsor.

. Today the Union Gas Limit

is located in Chatham and the Win

moved the office to the east end of the Liberty Theatre
remained until 1981 when all but a small maintenance

ed services over 712,000 customers in Ontario. The head office
dsor office boasts close to 300 employees.

»
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Water

For nearly the first hundred years of Amherstburg’s existence, residents” water supply came
directly from the river or, for a few fortunates, from private wells. By the second half of the 19th
century several people, including Eli and Peter Mero and Arthur ‘Dandy’ Harris, earned their living
by filling barrels with river water and selling them to citizens at a rate of 25 cents for two barrels
during summer months and 25 cents for one barrel in the winter ' By 1875 the townspeople werc
beginning to consider the erection of a waterworks for the town.'** A quote was obtained from
Toledo contractor J.D. Cook in 1875 for just over $21,000 U.S ¥ but nothing seems to have comc
of it.

In 1890 the issue was revived with a fervour. In July of that year, a Letter to the [ditor
published in the Amherstburg Ficho opined that “the present system of Amherstburg water works.
hauling in box carts and selling by the barrel, is one of laughter, sneer and ridicule to all who visit our
town, and there are, unfortunately, too many of the residents..who talk.. as if they would vote against
having a regular system of supply of good and healthy water ™** Council asked ratepayers to vote
for a system of water pipes to be laid along several streets, the water to be conveyed into homes at
the owners’ expense. It was pointed out that this system would not only be beneficial for health
reasons but would also serve the town well in case of a fire '’

By the end of 1890 town council passed Bylaw 28A to raise $27,000 by debentures for the
construction of a waterworks on the riverfront at the foot of Rankin Avenue.'* In early 1891 plans
for the buildings were unveiled with work to commence “not later than April. "’ The contract was
awarded to Miles Hunting of Hamilton, Ontario for $21 ,380, several thousand dollars below council’s
estimate. The surplus funds were to be used to extend the piping farther than originally planned '

f
|
|
|
|
|
|

Waterworks, circa 1915.
Department of Canadian H eritage: Fort Malden National Historic Site
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By June of 1891 the watermains were laid, the
hydrants were expected to arrive soon and James
Wilderspin had completed the construction of the
waterworks buildings '

Although the waterworks provided the
comenience of running water to homes, the
untreated water supply caused annual typhoid
epidemics that led to several deaths each year. In

. TS Ontario Water Resources Commission, Amherstburg
19 12 chlorine was added to _the water ** but Aves Water Treatment Plant, 1970s,
residents were still warned to boil all water before
drinking it In 1917 the Brunner Mond Company . .
announced its imminent construction of a complex in Amherstburg which would include a water

By March, 1919 the town’s water was coming from Brunner Mond and the

purification plant. :
“purified filtered water” finally put an end to the typhoid problem.

in Amherstburg homes in 1936."" . . _
By the early 1930s the old waterworks buildings at the end of Rankin Avenue were in decay

and the tower was razed in 1933, A popular swimming spot, the site was landscaped and its “well-
kept lawns and rock-bordered driveway” were “much admired.”""

The Brunner Mond water filtration plant served the town for se\{eral decades. By 1961 the
increased population forced Amherstburg, Anderdon and Malden to consider new.altematlves for “a
more adequate supply of water.”"*® A new water to.wer was‘ erecteq on Fhe §outh side olf; 7Alma Street
in 1969, its pre-stressed concrete construction being the .‘ first gf its kmq in Canada. That year
the Ontario Water Resources Commission negotiated with Allied Chemical fo'r thg latter to mend
upply town water, the agreement going into effect in the
spring of 1970. By that time tenders had been called for jthe .ConStrUCtIOH of a new Wa’ffsf treatment
plant north of Allied on Highway 18, to be called the Detroit River Waterworks System.™ The new
facility had a capacity of four million imperial gallons per day and went lntolgpere:lon n Septemt()ier(i
1971 with the official opening being held on November 16th of that year. It as since g)gpan e
to serve Amherstburg, Colchester North, LaSalle. Anderdon, Malden and west Windsor.

83 Water metres were installed

its facility and temporarily continue to s

Electricity

Light, Power and Heating Company was formed by “local
«electricity for the purpose of light, heat and power” to
ouncil meeting in March of that year, it was moved that
he privilege of erecting poles and wires as soon as the
an agreement between town council and Colin Wigle
lights “not later than May Ist” and that the lights
paid to maintain the system for a period of

In 1889 the Amherstburg Electric
parties,” notably Colin Wigle, to supply
Ambherstburg “at a small cost.””*' At atown ¢
a bylaw be introduced granting the company t
company was legally formed "> By April, 1889
stated that the latter would install twelve street
would burn from sunset until midnight. Wigle would be
one year '3

In December, 1891 a bylaw was introduce |
streets by employing Electric Lights furnished by a priv

d to “abandon the present system of lighting the
ate person, and instead...purchase and operate
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under the direction of [town] council the necessary Electric Lighting Plant and by means thereof to
light the streets through each night.”"** In 1894 W.H. McEvoy was granted a franchise and a five-
year lease to provide energy to the town. He was to pay the town $1200 per year for power “from
sundown to sunrise,” the use of town poles for his wires and space for his machinery in the
powerhouse at the waterworks complex. Residents who desired electricity paid McEvoy a set rate '™
By 1896 his electric plant was “in complete working order” and was reported to be “the most
economical plant in this part of the country.”"** The demand for street lighting was on the rise and
in October, 1896 “the incandescent lights [were] extended down the bank as far as W S Falls’
residence and up the bank as far as W.H. Gatfield’s [on the Anderdon riverfront]. Also Park Strect
and Rankin Avenue and other streets.”’>” McEvoy’s plant was enlarged that year but after it was
destroyed by fire in 1901," a new brick powerhouse was built behind the post office on Dalhousic
Street (now the site of Navy Yard Park). All-night service, which had been promised to consumers
for some time, was inaugurated February 1, 1910 after meters were installed in most businesses and
residences.'”

In 1912 privately owned generating plants in Essex County were purchased by the Essex
County Light and Power Company, a subsidiary of Detroit Edison, which served Amherstburg for
a few years before being taken over by the Hydro Electric Power Commission of Ontario  The latter
quickly set forth on its plan to “have the town well lit by summer [1916], with a light on every
corner.”'® By 1924 many towns were taking over their own distribution systems and Amherstburg
elected to do the same. The bylaw forming the Ambherstburg Hydro System was introduced in 1925
and A.G. Brown was named superintendent.’® The Hydro Commission retained control of the
transformer station at the corner of Simcoe and Bathurst Streets as well as lines running out of

162 vy, e
town.™ A new meter and storeroom were built in the Ambherstburg Hydro Commission rooms in
the basement of the town hall in 1932.'%

Public Utilities Commission

. At a town council meeting in March, 1936 Mr. Timmis, the chairman of the Fire, Water and
Light Committee, suggested that Amherstburg set up a public utilities commission.'® A bylaw
forming the Amherstburg Public Utilities Commission (APUC) was passed by town council on March
6,1939." The first meeting of the three-member board of directors was held the following day.'®
The APUC would not only deal with all hydro business but would have the “power to manage,
control,.operate and maintain the water system, to regulate water in all places and to fix rates.”*’
N.E. Wll'son was named manager and was succeeded by Fred Bridle in November, 1955. The
Comm1551on occupied cramped quarters in the town hall until the new APUC office building and
serv1ce168centre was erected in 1958 on the east side of Sandwich Street just north of Richmond
Street.”™ A new sub-station at the rear of the utilities property was officially opened in December,
1959 Fred Birdle resigned in 1964 and Gerry W. Coyle took over as manager.'”

Iq the late 1960s it was decided that a voltage change should be instituted for all new
construction and that all services be placed underground. Voltage would be distributed at 16,000
volts directly from Ontario Hydro feeder lines, eventually eliminating substations within the town.
The APUC continued to operate efficiently and relatively debt-free through a large growth period in
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the 1070s  Subdivisions flourished, some with electrically heated homes: Commgrcial apartment
buildings sprung up along or near the Detroit River, the majority alsq ‘havmg electric heat.

In 1980 Gerry C ovle retired and Robert Hardy assumed the position of gengral manager. Tt{e
Town of .\mherstlm.rg annexed parts of Anderdon and Mal_den in 1981, increasmg Ambherstburg’s
population from 5730 to 8500. By 1985 the APUC was serving 2500 customers with a staff of ten.

At this time the town experienced a slow growth period but ut.ility rates continued to clgnb at an
alarmine rate because of Ontario Hydro’s incessant wholesale mcregses passed on to utilities. In
order to%ctter serve its customers. the APUC building was expanded in 1986-87 to allow for larger
office and garage spaces. The expansion was dedicated on June 18, 1987, exactly 29 years after the
dedication of the original building '™

Early in 1994 the APUC was serving some
maximum demand in a peak month was 17,917 kilowatts : |
0,119,748 kilowatt hours. Robert Hardy passed away suddenly in 1994 and Larry

as general manager, a position he still holds today. L
Fnthe sping Ofp 1991 the APUC building was renamed the Leonard F. Duby Public Utilities

Centre in honour of the late Leonard Duby, Ambherstburg Public Utilities commissioner from 1961-68
and 1978-90 S —

3500 customers with a staff of twelve. The
and consumption for that month was
Smith took over

Leon
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Chapter 111 - Municipal History

p. 102 - George Hanna should be spelled “Hannah.”

Chapter IV - Transportation & Communication

p. 160 - William Knight was postmaster from 195$-78. Calvin C..
Hart was appointed in 1979 and served until 1980. Arthur

Langlois was postmaster from 1953-57.

p. 167 - In endnote 124, the date of the Amherstburg Echo issue
should be December 4, 1969.



