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CHAPTER VII
HERITAGE & RECREATION

Amﬁersﬁurg Public Library

An agreeable feature of this interesting town is a public readin g-room, where not only British, Canada
and United States newspapers and other periodicals have been usually received, but journals printed
in French and German, all of which are read and appreciated among the variety of residents. There
is also a library attached to the reading-room.

above was probably the best-

volumes including history, biography, travel, humour and fiction, Several magazines, including the

Ldinburgh Review, Albion, Blackwood's Lady's Magazine and Gazette of the Fashionable World,

Borrowing privileges cost one shilling three
lack of leisure time that the populace had to
ntage of the area’s inhabitants subscribed for

Penny Magazine and the T, atler, circulated as well °
pence for three months. Despite the fee and relative

devote to recreational reading, a surprisingly high perce
at least one three-month period.®

Among the library’s many patrons were professional men, tradesmen, local farmers and
several women. Some of the most enthusiastic borrowers were the commissioned and non-
commissioned officers of the 89th Regiment, newly stationed at Fort Malden.

For subscribers the general rule seems to have been that each could borrow one book for one
week. However, no one seemed to take this very seriously for of the first thirteen books borrowed

were based on some of the local inhabji

During the mid-1800s the
as well. The Western District Lit
1842. Its purpose was twofold:

residents of the area had access to other libraries and reading rooms
erary, Philosophical & Agricultural Association was established in
to mutually instruct its members and to promote the more general
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diffusion of educational, agricultural and general improvements throughout thi dl:;n: " lection of
; Also in the 1840s the Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Society pur;:1 as Bz enthes
books ‘ These were circulated from their mgeting room on the se{:;,)}l:gn i ;(;e:t byileenelin
Temperance Hall which was located on the west side of Ramsz;y Stsr;if’zs n
Himed, the gemalning members divided tie b;(;ﬁshzlc;]g:fs;:e f}I:; meeting place for the Mechanics’
By the 1850s the Sons of Temperance g et - : tained a small
Institute yLe::etures were the main features of the institute’s 1x}wetmg,s. They also maintain
Rt face it t;‘eif ning :]tf)mleeSr’S"when Dr. James Boyle, an eccentric but
Our present library can trace its beginnings to 1652 W PR of approximately
much-lovl;d pretired physician, presented the town with a Umquetgli:d ahgggrljtrl)i]ldingpgmd.“ The
500 books valued at $5000 as well as a $5000 cash e.ndowmeg ?1 ng in the library rooms."* The
elderly gentleman even purchased an oil painting of hlm’[se]l]fe‘ (tioine:‘tl:le }garick building between D.L.
/ y Li ding Room was 1nsta ‘
I\]AE/\/'WI émhfgs(‘t}bur!: eL:;)IEfsrgn?S ?)1R[e)211111r<1)%15ie Street.”"* Initially the library was on the first floor but
igle’s and Georg i

i g ks, magazines,
when a newspaper office was established there around 1884 the library’s books, mag

i I once again “moved to
ishi re moved upstairs."”” By 1890 the library was once ag °
the ground-fioor m the arick h of Miss Meloche’s millinery store, o

. C L 1A xt door sout )
the ground-floor in the brick building, next Echo as 8 great improvement. 9

i s 3 by the Amherstburg . rov
Dalhouslle I\Sltreet’b a Clh ;(I)]g fh};exlrf}fedrst)l'/)urg Library and Reading Room Association transferred all
n November,

i i nts and liabilities over to the newly-

' rs, furniture and fittings, accou \ . o

?of ltSdei‘:;t]S, EgOkS;;llglis iri)l:rarv Board. The board had intended thatl c;hlel;rr :ev\; :;lz)r;zi;vn uld be

Sulgrslce:ri tioni{:eeuliﬁt due to the financial liabilities inherited frorrl; tl::: rcitin uled gr ssoclation It was
decidedpthat the current annual fee of one dollar would have to be

year.!

Early in 1901 the library board,'
purchased the Smith building on the east §1de
were completed the library was moved.mto itsn 1

Although funds had been available as earh
Marsh, a member of the library board, ﬁrst approac
anew and much larger town library. His persistence p
council resulted in a $10,000 endowment from
Carnegie to erect a beautiful new public library lon
the southwest corner of Richmond and' Aps e};
(now Sandwich) Streets.” Built entirely ©0
dressed stone, complete with faced lm?els, QIJIOIH:
and keystones,”' the building was a testimonia n;)d
only to the artistry of its architects, C. Hoxf\lzla f
Crane and J.C. Pennington, but also to the §k1 of
its builder, the stonemason Joseph B. Wﬂson(.)n
The Amherstburg Library’s official opemngmr
April 9, 1913 was proclaimed by the Ambherst thi h
Iicho as one of the most important events in

3
town for many years.

; i acious accommodations,
o Offd]:;ntl:a)? rSOt\rnei(ta.l;nX;eipthe necessary renovations
:w home where it remained for.the next twelvehyea\;?.
y as 1899," it was not until .1910 that Arthur 'ki
ed Andrew Carnegie for a gift of money to bui

lus that of the rest of the board and of the town

,Eherstburg Public Library, 1997.
Marsh Collection Society, P1530




Today, 83 years later, this lovely old landmark still houses the Amherstburg‘Pubhc lerar(')yo
Currently in the process of becoming completely computerized and with a membe.rshlp'o'f over 50
and an annual circulation in excess of 75,000, Ambherstburg’s library not only is thriving but also
enjoys the reputation of being the busiest branch in the Essex County library system.

Comm unity Music Bands

F or two centuries Amherstburg has had a tradition of music bands, beginning with thg
regimental bands stationed at Fort Malden By 1875 the Amherstburg Cornet Band was regula.rl.\
entertaining the citizens of the area®* who responded with remarkable support. In 1876 the “I?adlCS
of Amherstburg” planned a benefit picnic with proceeds going towards new uniforms for the Cornet
Band.® Thirteen members of the band received new uniforms in 1886, made by tailor J H Webber
in blue cloth with gold trim.2* That year the band hosted a Calico Ball at the town hall >’

The Starlight Band was also popular in Amherstburg, playing alongside the Cornet Band at
the 1884 municipal elections to serenade the successful candidates 2* In 1885 the Starlight Band
received eighty new pieces of music from Germany, each set for 20 instruments 2’ That same vear,
fourteen new blue-black doeskin uniforms were ordered from E. Berube.* Like the Cornet Band,
the town rallied to support the Starlight Band in various ways, such as the churches giving a benefit
concert for the band in 1886.3! At some point between April, 1886 and early 1887 the band bec?7m€
“dormant” and was “resuscitated” in February, 1887 by manager/drum major J.J. McSpadden.™

Brunner Mond Band, 1921.

Front row (left to right): unidentified, unidentified, unidentified. Charlie Thomas, Joe
Breault, Dick Bertrand, Herb Quick. unidentified.

Second row: Tom Spearing, Bill Church, Thomas Bevington, unidentified.
unidentified, unidentified, Hunter Bernard, George “Bud’ Bernard, Russell
Thomas.

Back row: Walter Steubing, Bill Forhan, Walter Breault, Art Bennet. Tom Sadler
(bandmaster). Frank Smith St., Don Yeoman, unidentified.
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The Amherstburg Cornet Band seems to have dlsliaqded F)yfl 8?&&?:2: Zﬁ:rl 1; (r)réot\},xzrtnthe
as] afoot t ize” it ** This effort was apparently in vain for ~ that
!L\Xasl]aklft rt . I;ergsrsg ;n;sfi” &as re-formed.>* However, by October of that yemomier:?gii 5 :il
A S o .
tlller:?e(:;ia;?zid group was again disbanded and the chairman Ofther:(r)(r)p:;zeii again. Residents of
in the i:struments and store them uniil such time as the band ‘;\vacj “sub%cribed liberally and council
Amherstburg were much put out by the short-lived band, as they ha
235
voted $75 towards the purchase fund ized a large well-equipped band of 15 brass,
nner Mond Company orgamzed a 1 : bership, except
7 wind . t2e°1c9131?§1$:r?mUnfbrtunately little is known of this banddnf?r Cg }?()Sr;naenr:le?n oriil trop}?y
1‘owll“n Skag '~th Sr whosé tuba was to be a mainstay of later bands and for
r Frank Smi :

and bursary were later donated.
In 1937 the Echo reported Fhit%
in a parade to the Christ Church Fair.””* The mem

place in three competitions at the Mlchlga? SSttztssets from a publicity standpoint, and one which is
’s greate
reported that “one of Amherstburg’s g

. » whi just won a trophy
: Bugle Band” which had jus _
5 o 3 Malden Canadian Legion nth, “Little
given the least crefilt is the ‘ionon % The bandmaster was Mark Faucher. éatzri;h?}:engrangemen’s
;t ;. b;? (li{ tgtoo l&;z?;r:tegotf the Fort Malden Bugle Band, led the Hi-12 Ban
adie Risk, Drum-

2139
Parade in Windsor July 12th.”
Alas, like its predecessors, the Bugle Ban

i anizations .
Or no support from any of the community orgf a l;Z:nd in Amherstburg.'’ A committee was formed to
iti 1 tion o
called for citizens to discuss the forma

. hat “Amherstburg will
. in 1943 it was announced t
y : i t this venture and in irls from Amherstburg,
ﬁather FEERE mfo.rma}tglondats)ognsored by the Rotary C lub for bozshan§4-g£e5rn ber band joined the
Aavc;3 adcomn;u:/;t}l]d an10 Fo 16 years old.”¥ In February, 1944 the
nderdon an alaen,

binson.**
- ’ bandmaster E.L. Ro ' . e
South Essex Assoc1ateg Boglit za?;iel:?t :g't o the Amherstburg Recreation Commities tha
In 1956 it was brou

i lic appearance
«“ Bugle Band made its first pub 1pp
o Amhegsél;;f ogf thig band were quite talented, winning first
Fair in 1938.7 In 1941 the Amherstburg Echo

“it [had] little
id not last long (perhaps because “it [ .
. dldiIrllotown”“’) and in July of 1942 a meeting was

1 i Band in the
i . i ille-Essex Associated i
! : leading the ng?‘ intersection of
c—— E; Robl:::;: ecirca 1952, looking south from the in
Emancipation Day pa ’

2 is i i al‘ade.
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town was supporting “at a very high cost” a number of musicians to be part of the South Essex
Associated Band financed by Ambherstburg, Harrow, Essex and Kingsville.** The Ambherstburg
Community Band Committee, formed of Bob Rogers, Harvey Jones, John Fox, Stan Chisholm, Driff
Bertrand and Gordon Curtis, decided that for the same amount of money paid to the South Essex
Band, the town could support its own version. A week later Ambherstburg withdrew from the South
Essex Associated Band and returned a] instruments and uniforms, )
The committee’s first task was to hire a bandmaster. Stan Chisholm had been a member of
the Canadian Bandmasters’ Association where he met and approached a past president, Peter Allan.
a figure capable and respected in Canadian music but more familiar with adult than youth bands

After some thought, Mr. Allan accepted the position of bandmaster in March, 1956 and began
rehearsals the following month,**

er which led to his noted works entitled “The Reveller.”
$ most successful pupil Vernon Kennedy who later sang
he popular CBC Juliette show seen after Saturday night

“Fort Malden,” and “Vernon,” named for hj

professionally with the Romeos Quartet on t
hockey games.

With a bandmaster in place, attention was devoted to the selection and purchase of m_u§iC~
instruments and charts, A princely sum of $2500 was spent on uniforms for which fund raising
parents and the Lions Club were thanked.*” A junior band was formed for the youngest under the

direction of former OPP officer Barry Chamberlain. The
accommodation chosen was the upstairs concert hall at the old
town hall complete with dusty backdrops and splintered wooden
chairs.  Discipline was not a particular problem because
misbehaviour was met with a stern warning regarding the old
moth-eaten jail in the town hall’s basement.

The parents of band members joined the committee which
became known as the ‘Band Auxiliary’ and soon many hands made
light work. The first concert in uniform was held in November,
1958 at General Amherst High School. As in the
contemporaneous movie 7he Music Man, Mr. Allan probably
anticipated a crashing silence when he lowered his baton; however,
the evening was a success A need in 1959 for majorettes led to
the hiring of Nancy Grondin as instructress. The flag and banner
for marching were donated by Legion Branch 157 and in 1965 a
m P ~ proper colour party was formed by Jack Jones Jr. and Tgm

h ' Ouellette. The town council approved a band tax bylaw to provide
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" rs’ annual sales of light
| funding of about $4000 which was a welcome addition to the membe
annual funding :
.48 . i ing in the various
bulbs ** lwart group of adults was the backbone of the banlg, :l;;rc:l:gr;% alirman‘ by
/ vart o ; . e : -cha X
respo it\)ilizfegvljiut L%sual]v comprised of John Fox, chalrmaﬂj JI?:S publicity and music; Lloyd and
: ~A\pi ” er: Leo Probe, secretary; Jack and Wians o bl, transportation; Leo and Edith
l] -}j oo, treasuerssi;ms and uniforms; Driff Bertrand and Bl!l Rum . :;lior band; Amos Thomas, light
[ I)&xll16 B.atefs. ?lqtr'lc and majorettes; Carmen and C hgrlotte Slmone;J Makepeac’e, instruments; Ethel
L ib sl flCl | ]eSProbe and Nellie Thorburn, uniforms; Georiedtheir patience tried many times
l),Ulb sales; Jeé%ra Charlene Beetham and Joseph Warr cll v;/lh(: ; as to the CNE, was never strained
b\eltll]:?dy‘ BEZZr cllayrées Parenthood, especially on Oveml%otm:tli)mes required such as the evening
Yy therr young : . / was ¥ : >
' 5 centi hysical prowess truding into the
m}(:re x;lth JleSS SlleT'péreEg Zelgi:)cz:ifu}t) biow with a purse full of quarters to a male intruding
when Mrs. Jones deliv
P ; 19 aged 10 to 20, some of
sirl” secping area 960s the organization counted seventy young r'rizgfe)efrosr é’l each. Top honours
In the early. lo Site talented. Music lessons were made a\fi‘lfestivals in Windsor, Chatham,
wl10111bw§re beiom‘flii'(zzlildually and at the band level at the muzllOistS : tuded clarinstists Robert
were being taken indi J Award-winning § < p
. he CNE. Aw Jr., Russel ‘Rusty
Waterloo and at the band level at tand Dennis Thrasher; trumpeters Ja;:)k Jorllaess Thorbum, Michadd
Kennedy, Ray Probe, Tleffy }xﬁselz athryn Van Eenoo; and trombonists Doug
Bouffard, Vaughan MclIntos

Iy Thomas.
Iler, Richard Van Eenoo, Michael Nedin and G&ri(tjl?;uest pianists Sharyn Hall (also a bandmaster)

Concerts were given at the hi,golz;zlcilslt(;o":‘om and Joan (Reaume) Hamll\lxtlgill;e(‘zﬁ:rsl i‘:ll’ltte};;rl:t)gd
and Alan Botsford and we”-lan\er; opulation was the band’s Ina Perfs'i;r; Seven Veils.
A piece popular "_Vith LierDn. &% psome resemblance to .the Dance o d to play at Expo 67 in
by the senior majorettes, which bore uired when an invitation was accepte wefe won in two band
\ National Er Oé“ilnenr;esv::;szge in 1973 where second place honours
oOntreal and at the Calga
Competitions. By then Jack Jones Jr. was b

ac
Tattoos were held around the county €

50
i to 100 members.
overseeing close
andm}?sststrnmer and crowds of 7000 were not unknown

- oft \Y d to keep attention, draws

he town park. The chairman of the ev ning w en Henry Lavers and tc .

e 1o ¢ cha vy \ asften an alarm clock, a fishing pole or a bird cage
. 0

- : ted prizes, Community Senior and
o el at e T;S rf; rtlfeo;:rtici;fating bands were the Ag‘l:rirsztrttn:ngd Drum & Bugle Bands,
complete with budgie. Y d, Leamington

: ; d
; ingsville Associated Ban : Wheatley Community Band,

Junior Bands, Essex & Kingsville & Gosfield North Community Bz;;ldr,ld Narth Buston Maple Leaf

e Kingiicn Band’\;'ogan; Yeomen of Sherwood Forresters Band,

Windsor Sertoma Band, Windso

-+ Edison Lamplighters. N
Band, Sarnia Lionettes Band and the DetrO}t‘%(:::g: Cade]*)ts;” “Storm Kings” which featured the

« 4 : “Copacabana” (the
Tunes recalled were Trf? g:rr:;?i;:tte Brooks and Bafbﬁra gﬁglse,;n?his b(?there P
majorettes under the direction 0 lichts turned on as park lights in its loneliness, it wandered
1930s version) with hat-mounted pen s%i ht turmoil on the field when, 1 o bt halled
for some reason, leading 20816 ~Causeoc§asional bark and howl. The mf(‘) Sr a night concert!) to hide
through the band harmonizing vith Zn mmers often sported Sul?glasses (h(i)ch the Amherstburg bands
ffom North Buxton from which theh rL’Llield The precision mar ching f(l)\flwe who drilled the members
‘the midnight sun’ as they Slttncl)t;iﬁ; ;edicafion of drum major Tom Mosey
were known was the resu
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"Ambherstburg Community Band-at the CNE; geptcmher 1, 1960.

Front Row (left to right): Leslie Brown, Elaine Ryan. Joanne Ryan. Barbara Bates. Bernadette Thompson. Frederiha
Beekhuis. Toddy Knight.

Second Row: unidentified. Kay Kennedy. Cheryl Hart, Sharyn Hall, Vaughn McIntosh. Dennis Thrasher. bandmaster
Peter Allen, Marilee McCurd

y. Helen McGregor. Mark Warren. Terry Hall. Chris Reid. unidentificd. Ray
Probe.

Third Row: Tom Ouellette, David Bail

¢y, Robert Kennedy. unidentifjed. Jack Oucllette. nine unidentified. Frank
Smith Sr., unidentified.
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Movie Theatres

i 1 . Ryan, the

he first moving pictures were brought to Amherstburg l:iy R;;/ﬁi::lllcrzga;iloii ngy::irlC e

pastor of St. John the Baptist Church, in August of 19.] 7. He p/lirdchail::io ;i R
machine which played to a packed house at the parish hall. Adm

* 2 1 d thi
church fund Unfortunately, problems with “flying celluloid” and other aggravations soon close )

¢ * s §
movie house™ !

’ i ictures were
d the 'Burg Theatre. Moving pic

0, 1918 J. George Brown opene : ki s s

shown a(t)gé) /itr?lﬁgsfbtirg town hall Monday, Wedpesday, Fnd?){ 6andnStzsi’tuglra;)y Wer:/(;,) r; rﬁised el

10 9:00 pm and 9:05 to 10:30 pm with an admission chargef g nny%iook R

| | . ich i “Rebecca of Su h

) . . ” the first of which included “Re wanybroL B e

,t;f; tl Yyltfhhvalrgd {jl’rl"n}?éattrl:eew;s still advertising in the Amherstburg bcgo 111110;\;;:2; ; Ry S
Plariried t eb '13? theatre on the north side of Murray Street (between Da

0 bui

o0 53
) , ition.™
but for unknown reasons his plan did not come to fruit

The Liberty Theatre

he northeast corner of Richmond
/ 'A. Marra purchased the property on't o comer O emond
and sang\],vjigg uselzetlssl} c)Bl:fjla\;v #222b, passed on March 2'«14.th o/i‘l tlzzt I}\lzz; I?jgl(;) gl o
catea building bé used as a Theatre, Music Hall., - - .t’ oving picture theatre “of brick
ate a building to oon began construction of a 600-seat m e Tiberts cpessiics
Place of amusement. Marrq 500 e o alled the “Liberty Theatre. he Libery opened o
aAnd 515, bloc}icqr;ftmcrgsvr; that taxed the capacity oFite place th?;dgthlet ;l)sr;)ceeds of the ;rst
pigt%ls:thloi;;sgi:lganwzngi f)f a similar size in Canada.”‘“’ M}:. M}?rr;t dzrrl::i e Bcthoterian Gl
three nights to the laydies’ societies of St. John Fhe Baptist C Tl}f:n;anéger o Goorge Brown.®
i wneh hurch and Wesley Methodist Churqh. w. An advertisement in 1923
. ﬁnhg;li)agpglal;irt; af the Liberty Thes'™® Coml\r;\;l:r(idt(l?{egrlr:wned Pictures!! - Recreation,
- t - . |
e, Enimasasn i Evey i - Edsaonal Fesurss Evey Nigh - A Theat e e
Lirtr)lusemem‘ Elm:usmirgvalfl:rad patronage by running the 2‘6\15'%?;3: eViho aimed to “continue the
IQﬁEHI}\II (:nl\(/)lz:rla ;):lfi the Liberty Theatre to Tyas Bros. of Win

; f the past.”
. njoyed by patrons o
: - - ainment that [had] been e . 50 e
e bigh standardhofmotll(gl gi:tllirizz:ttjr"tfheatre in May, 1930 to Jack Wright of Toronto™ w
Tyas Brothers so )

: tre S
immediately modernized the equipment. ngh (;3:)]1:: an | we
closed for four weeks, re-opening on iuly o-graph, the
“all talkies” theatre equipped "Yith the Tonﬁitf ’The
Very latest reproducing machine on the (;n stem to be
editors of the cho found the new soun St},, tion” and
“perfect in sweet tonal qualities and distribu in Essex
Predicted that the ‘talkies’, the ?rsrtntfazpe%i;r.widening Liberty Theatre, circa 1915.
Ounty, would draw patronage ro ‘

fadiyg 61




Less than a year later, N.A. Marra again was manager of the Liberty Theatre and installed a

“Northern Electric Sound System” in April of 1931, “The reproduction [was] so good that even the

lowest tones of the actors were audible in every part of the crowded theatre "

In August, 1936 W.S. Woof took over the operation of the Liberty Theatre® and the
following year remodelled it into “one of the most modern [theatres] in the province,” installing new
seats and acoustic equipment.* Woof operated the Liberty for twenty-five years until the last movie
played in the theatre on December 30, 1961, Woof sold the Liberty Theatre to Earl Burstyn of Essex
in March, 1964 .5

In early 1965 work began on the renovation of the former Liberty Theatre into a commercial

space. One large store was constructed at the front of the building with an additional store on the
Richmond Street side.” The Haslehurst Big V Ph

1965.7 Five years later seven apartments were constructed on the second floor of the building **

The Garrison Cinema

The Garrison Cinema opened in the Fort Malden Mall on March 27, 1981, offering shows
each evening at 7 and 9 o’clock plus weekend matinees. The cinema was owned by Jack Langlois
with assistant manager Pat Lane.® Fred Brown later became the operator. Unfortunately, because
the cinema was independently owned it was difficult to obtain first screenings of popular films and
attendance was not high enough to support it. The Garrison Cinema closed on March 31, 1984.™

Pﬂl"/&.@ dl]?f/ lp/ﬁ}’gI’OM]](/S

An oasis of green amid a patchwork of blacks
landscape, a park brings life to a community. Ambherstbu
realized there is more to a town than factori
quiet place to relax and a safe place to pla

Parks do not emerge overnight.
budgeting, determination and sometimes an
As Amherstburg continues to grow, so will

» greys and browns that paint an urban
rg’s parks are testaments to those who
es, houses, shops, schools and churches. People need a
Creating the green space requires extensive planning,
influential friend in the right place to pull a few strings.
its parks as the community demands.

King’s Navy Yard Park

“...I believe the town shoul

' d acquire this riverfront property...I am sure most of the people
in Amherstburg would favour t

he acquisition..” This visionary statement, reported in the
? .946’ was made by Nick A. Marra as town council discussed the

; ; ts unsightly coal piles. Thirty-four years later mayor Garnet Fox
at the official opening of the first phase of King’s Navy Yard Park on September 28, 1980 said, “Here

ttis for all of us to enjoy.” Since then the park has become a showplace with three dozen flowerbeds
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armacy occupied the front store in the spring of

containing more than 20,000 annual and
perennial flowers. Looking at the lush grass,
kept a beautiful shade of green by an 1nv1§1b!e
army of underground sprinkler heads, it 1s
difficult to imagine that the site was once
occupied by not only huge piles of coal but a
lively shipbuilding centre. o

The jewel of Amherstburg. King's Na.vy
Yard Park is a story of regeneration. Ag its
name implies, the site was chosen by Fhe British
navy for its dockyard and shipbuilding centre | &= =
after Detroit was ceded to the Americans two
hundred years ago. The British used the yard for
building and repairing ships until September,

1 fire to the site to prevent its use th : il
Of2§ llé l\zhizgli};:l%tenrretained the property until the military left Amherstburg in 1859 at w

ist mill bui . Thomas was later operated by Denis

i};Was I imereStS.clﬁsgégsga?gfbtilelt;rhoe;:r?z ;xuilt thg vyaterwprks complex .r;ieart.thf,1

ver NP tOW_n p/L\lr nue. After Brunner Mond C anada Limited built a water p:imbca 10e

rl1ver . loond O{; Ranktl(r)1 suvf)ly tlile town with clean water, the former waterworki grlg);lrr;( ;ece;z;na

E j’i:ltnllr1 I:rlkg a/zds\:i%narr;ing V\I/)harf and breakwall were congtrugted anc(li X?Leervev\cf);_sw kg

pOpu]af plﬁce for district children to swim in the Detroit River un

lifeguard Ray “Nitchy’ Sawyer . iver frontage south of Waterworks Park. For

Comr'nerciE}I imerest:I Cogrt;n;l;(:):c)l:; :)l;lpfi]eti};g:s for the l\gflqllen.C oal C ompa;lny A;;lo‘:s t{)?::;

AT years giant plles .Of c\cz)vaswclzontinued by McQueen Marine Limited interests Zs ;1 le AP
l({rg:l })ggc?kt}(l“i)r(:ll;j:;zgd later the Amherst Fuel & Supply Ltd. The town gradually

prime riv db 975 1 i fora lalge watelﬁont P .

i Vel I)]()perty an y plannmg began in earnest ark 1

| lI he first step was to dlI edge the river in order to construct a seawall. In the summer of 1978
ts P

s task of cleaning and cataloguing the 30,000
arc'hanlogiStS oy Pa}fks }(:aré?(eigg?flga;riee;r.d;l?;se I of the park’s Fievelopment vIv\is :rc;mg{[i';ee(i
‘amfaCtS S ; Avenue to Murray Street) and Phase II in .1989 (from ut yTOda1
south o o o OfRa'nkui:u ding from federal, provincial and municipal governmen sl.1 rod Izzd
So'mh b Tavem') WIEh e gark encompassing 1072 acres wherf: pegple may s;o ,t {an
K;ng’s I\lllavf?ll vord (]i) ?k;Zer\awiS:Z}? tllze ever-constant activity on the busiest international waterway
admire the flora and fau

in the world, the Detroit River.

King's Navy Yard Park, 1995.

Town of Amherstburg

by the invading American forces. After the War

Seagram Park

‘ Park is located at the
lly attractive, Seagram
Yard Park but equa rts of the Fort Malden
Smaller than Nav}tlburg on Highway 18. Through theheﬁb s il
northern entrance to A:}?hecr:lve s rose garden of the early 1940s has prog
Horticultural Society, the
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‘passive’ park which harbours two plants of significance: the rhododendron, which Robert ‘Rhodo
Bob’ Sutherland and the Rhodo Committee promote as the official flower for the area, and the
Calvert rose, a hybrid named locally for Calvert (now Seagram) Distillers.

East and West - Amherstburg’s F irst ‘Town Parks’

When the patients of the Malden Lunatic Asylum were transferred to a new provincial asylu nj
at London in 1870, the government no longer had use for the old Fort Malden grounds. The land was

divided into residential building lots but before the properties were auctioned the Town of

Ambherstburg petitioned for a cessation of the former parade grounds as a town park plot  On
November 23, 1875 fifty-three acres were sold by public auction and seven acres - bordered by
Dalhousie, North and Sandwich Streets and Fort Malden Drive - were retained by the federal
government and leased to the town for one dollar per year, the first lease being based on a 99-year
occupancy.” In November, 1948 the federal government transferred the title of the land to the Town
of Amherstburg with the stipulation that it could be used only for recreational purposes or it would
revert to the government.”

The property had been used for recreational purposes even before the sale of the asylum lands.
In the summer of 1875 the Amherstburg FEcho reported that “young men of this town play baseball

every evening on the Common just south of the asylum grounds.”” Two years later the Amherstburg
Cricket Club was using the town park 7

The ‘EAST TOWN PARK’ was fi
the location of the Amherstburg,
grounds (now the site of Gene
diamond and a race track aroun
corner of the park. In June, 19
been installed by the newly-foun
of the commission, threw the s
presentation by federal member
federal government.

The Town of Amherstburg and the Essex C ounty Board of Education finalized an agreement
in 1971 whereby General Amherst High School could, for an annual fee, use the east town park for
physical education classes and team practices.” In 1995 the Ambherstburg Minor Baseball Association
constructed a batting cage at the western edge of the park.

In 1985 Amherstburg council passed Bylaw No. 1881 which officially named the east town
park ‘BILL WIGLE PARK’ in memory of a popular Amherstburg native who was well-known in
minor league baseball locally as well as in the United States. Wigle was a local merchant owning at

different times Bill’s Sport Shop, Imperial Bowling Lanes and Four Seasons Bowling Lanes. He
served on town council and was especiall

rst to be formally developed into a recreation area. Once
Malden and Anderdon Agricultural Society buildings and Fall Fair
ral Amherst High School), the property soon sported a baseball
d the perimeter. A softball diamond was created on the southeast
49 ceremonies were held to dedicate the new floodlights which had
ded Amherstburg Recreation Commission.” Alex Traeff, president
witch for the powerful lights. A highlight of the ceremonies was the
of parliament S. Murray Clark of the deed to the town park from the

y active in the Recreation Commission. Bill Wigle died in
1984,

The ‘WEST TOWN P
bowling had been a popular spo
country there was talk in Amh

ARK’ was not formally developed until the 1920s although lawn
rt there for many years. In the early 1900s when that sport swept the
erstburg about forming a league. The Amherstburg Echo of August

270

31, 1900 reported that “the game is not too
strenuous for middle-aged men and is full of
interest. In it the stiffest back must stoop to
conquer. and there is sufficient activity to lopsen
the joints. wake up the liver at its job, and dilvert
the brain from its struggle with business
activities ™ Interest grew and soon the c!ub
greens were ready on the Dalhousie Street side
of the park. One hundred bowlers could pla.y b -
simultaneously. T.W. Bellhouse dongted his - P*E'}ffp‘jjﬁ,‘g‘ﬁf"f;}j‘_’% .
boathouse for the first clubhouse, wljuch was Marsh Colléction Seciaty,
replaced in 1925 when Fred Brown built a new -
16 x 31 foot facility which had “modern conveniences

‘ 77 . T i cey was then
o men;:bers. an outdoor skating rink provided activity in the winter. Hockey
Or many years

lent female
> Iso produced some excellen
S i rt but the Amherstburg area a e g katers,
plf”tna“l};xa macliet-l?eo E;:‘Ir]la;:’(tihipc;ntury “jce carnivals” were popular with prizes for the best ska
skaters. Aroun :
ell as best costumes. : ling ceased in
etk was shuated o fh et town, T vt overhead hights luminated the
ceuti ished on the west town park. Al nIght ¢ often
L e ISS0R il \}ilas:stali)lllil.]:p hockey. When finished with their gjﬂéet;l};eisceesgmlet \:23 ;is job
nhnk a1r1] ’ lohc g 'tr)ll?fefl‘)o?g thepcaretaker, for many years Lee St. J o}-m, ﬂo?h e]ittle buiiding (the former
ot oy lf . he rink in top condition but to keep the fire StOkeg S 'es really dedicated and ran
;o notb onbl/ e,e p1tubehouse) where people changed their footvyear. hHe }\;awould esp theromdling
ath OV}\:' er’? . lled Tom Kilgallin. “There was many i night erlrlltown workers put the boards
a tig ktcj l(Fi’;d r,et’cao on the ice till it was good and hard..” Every Satl Tohn had buflt i up b0
sure (11 sh 1 3, gand flooded the rink. By the end of the season d r rink so the midget hockey
gr\?eu : L " 1%16;)59 boards were built around the edge Ofbt hekoxt o0
inches. : : : ;
team could practice there without loSmI\g/I p(u}CkS . t:enzr;?g’ ?ensident, funded the construction ofl;d1
1928 Malcolm McGregor, t every day he cou
childre ins ?f;;rgb;;’ol in the west town park so that wl}:en help?;}fili}rllersgrogo M(?(I}regOT died in
» . : ildren” who enjoyed the poo eac 1 o ills the many
lgg?)r o :gouxgggzzélrlsucshéionation. This pool was rebuilt in 1982 and still thrills
, two years after

. . . s or just fun in the sun. o ' es.
children who tal}:e parlt( in é‘;wrlsrrlllr(r)linognll?s:osr; 1asth001 but also a large picnic shelter with barbecu
Today the park o

g p

resounds with children laughing and families holding reuniions.‘AUSTIN TODDY" JONES P ’
o IS VII;SS the name of the west town park was changed to ARK
n en

mem W I i f Recreation and
* ’s leading proponents O

' ry 0 iti was “one of the own. ' e

Cinie vt anvther CIrvtlze(? onh (t)own council as Recreation and Parks Committee mem n

Civic Duty,” having serve

- "
chairman, as well as council’s represe

he way of a toilet, wash basin and lockers

tative on the arena board.®! Austin Jones died in 1984.
a




Hamilton Park

For a brief periqd in the early 1940s there was a small playground and ball diamond on the
northwest corner of Richmond and Balaclava Streets. In August, 1941 this municipally-owned
§;§£eglyewa;0ﬂ501anyd0pened and named ‘HAMILTON PARK’ in tribute to the Hamilton brothers -
almost ﬁf:f]’y y;rr\;e’}’lgzan A TomTy - who had been “leaders in all branches of sports in Amherstburg for
Amherstbur Yéuth CJu\t/em e soﬁbgll league for boys 16 years old and under was organized by the
the town pa?k and on ent r:f comprised ngour teams. Two games were played each week, one at
o the-cast and e at Hamilton Park * 1t was found, however, that the park was far too small

anc west town parks were further developed to meet the requirements of the community.

In August, 1945 the property was sold i
5 to C I '
clubhouse/hall on the lot the following year * et 2110, Kaights of Columbus who bl 2

H. Murray Smith Centennial Park

H. .
combining m;tigg?OCETTENNIAL PARK is Amherstburg’s largest recreational park,
Sommer Bell firrn. borderod b S_ne arge ‘complex. In 1933 the Town of Amherstburg acquired the
Byer Sieet), T 195 fie Kmll]mcoe, Victoria and Alma Streets and the Second Concession (now
Thrasher and Buﬂding Committeeer}sltburg’ Anderdon and Malden Arena Board chairman C. Devere
of the property for development chairman W.J. Ouellette requested council to set aside twelve acres
arena 225 x 150 feet. swimm as an arena and recreational facility. This proposal included “an
parking for 273 cars s 8 . toonkgfpool, change house, two tennis courts, baseball diamonds and
become a reality. ' ourteen years from the original 1956 proposal for the arena to

In 1958 the Li
of the town’s first aduﬁ?;z(:elzaimmhemburg began a fund-raising campaign for the construction
fect), They raised over three ng pool (42 x 75 feet with a depth ranging from 3.3 feet to 5.5
Sod was turned on June 25 19c'151<19am;rs of the $39.000 project, the town contributing the remainder
coriier of Simcne and Vict()’n'a St and on August 28th of that year the LIONS POOL at the northeast
summer, supervised with sWirrlmiLee'ts Oﬂ‘lm.any Opefled~86 It operates through July and August each
bathhouse is located at the dee g (;nStructxon provided. An oddity about the Lions Pool is that the
50 people have the opportun; P end of the pool.. Usually the shallow end is near the change rooms

ok pportunity to go gradually into the water.*” This peculiarity occurred because

place but Fhe bathhouse was placed at the south end
With the Lions Pool in full operation, the site’§

was more certain, but it would take tj
s € time
Amherstburg Recre eomone

destiny as the athletic centre of Amherstburg

. s y to make the vision a reality. In 1960 the

atio i L

n Comrmssmn’agam repgmmepded that the town set aside part of the Bell

:lr;:atlor.lal fa0111ty. Five years passed and still no park developed.
ooming in the near future, the proposal to develop thirty acres

farm for future development as a re
However, with Canada’s Centennj

charter in 1966 was to obtain property on
Victoria Street where they installed playground
equipment In October, 1965 the Amherstburg
Iicho reported that the Kinsmen Club would
construct four ball diamonds at a cost of
$14.000 in the planned Centennial Park. The
Rotary Club of Amherstburg had already begun
construction of tennis courts in the park.*
Before long the former Bell farm took on the

appearance of a vibrant park. . .
Amherstburg was still without an indoor ice rink until 1970. Prior to that time hockey and

skating activities were limited to the outdoor rinks in the town parks, the Detroit River, Iler’s Creek
and Big Creek plus the backyard rinks flooded by a few hardy souls. Local sports were forced to
drive to Windsor and other nearby towns for ice time and hockey. In July, 1969 Anderdon and
Malden passed a bylaw to enter into an agreement with Amherstburg to operate and.bgild the arena.
A building permit for $300,000 was processed in June, 1970 for a 227 x 117 foot building. Sod was
turned on June 23rd and area residents celebrated with a parade.

After years of fund raising, persistence and dedication of community-
clubs and school children in the Tri-Community of Anderdon, Amherstburg and Malden, the AMA

ARENA opened on December 12, 1970. Where ice activities were once cold-weather pastimes
dependent on the whims of Old Man Winter, now the arena could hold activities all year round.
Inside, the arena is alive with sports activities. To many local children and adults the bqilding is their
“home away from home.” House and travel league teams and the Tri-Community Figure Skating
Club take up most of the ice time. The arena holds activities year-round and ice remains in the
building for ten months of the year. During the off-season, instructional hockey clinics give local

children a chance to hone their skills.
In 1995, twenty-five years after it was co

AMA Arena, 1997.

Marsh Collection Society, P1535

minded citizens, service

nstructed, the arena underwent an extensive

Tenovation, including the replacement of the floor and boards. An addition to the southeast side of

the building now houses four 35 x 12 foot dressing rooms. A new main entrance, vestibule, pro-shop
and lobby accent the improvements which were funded by Amherstburg, Anderdon and Malden

Citizens and the arena board.

The dedication of the renovations in honour of B ‘ !
1996 at a hockey game between the Detroit Red Wing Oldtimers and local firefighters. As the

AMA Arena’s first manager Bruno guided its activities for nineteen years. Ml‘lch.of the arena’s
Success is due to his expertise and dedication. When illness compelled Bruno to retire in 1989, Ra!ph
Barnwell was appointed as arena manager and facilities supervisor. Ralph performs in his position

Wwith the same degree of integrity and dedication as his predecessor. ‘
From that day in June, 1969 when the ceremonial shovel turned sod for the arena, Centennial

Park witnessed a flurry of activity. Coinciding with construction of the arena, the KI.NSM_]:TN
SCOUT HALL at the northwest corner of Simcoe and Victoria Streets was .ﬂmshed. This fa.cﬂ1ty
Provides Scouts. Cubs and Beavers with a place to meet. A toboggan hill bemnd the arena, finished
In the summer o’f 1970, comes alive with snowsuit-clad children in the .wintfertlme. New playground
€quipment on the Victoria Street side of the park keeps them entertained in warmer weather.

runo Casanova took place November 15,
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Anderd(fz é?\zldWhen erstburg mayor H. Murray Smith was chosen by the Ambherstburg,
en Chamber of Commerce as ‘Citizen of the Year’, town council honoured him by

assing Byl i : ;
SMIT}gI C}};Nawl ENIiI)NIIXiOPWAhIRCKh7 gofﬁcmlly changed the name of Centennial Park to ‘H. MURRAY

Recoll c“t[l’vglj:;]}in ;IOto; lnova:b A Brief Collection of Memories from Family and Friends

heard these words man timp aces but nowhere can compare 1o Amherstburg.” Family and friends

in Amherstburg he wasywelle;nﬁom Bruno Casanova. In the brief years that he lived and worked

If you met him once h ~known and loved by the host of people with whom he was in contact.
nce he never forgot your name and you certainly never forgot Bruno.

Born in Wi j _
ndsor in 1927, Bruno Casanova was still a youngster when he began 1o organizc

and pl - .
i sz Zi?i}tzgli;["z Z Cclz’set(b)atl}lz ;” V;fl'e Zlghbl?urhood He later played high school football at W.1).
, . Indsor all-city team in 1942-43. [n 19 . wwd for the
Wmdso;] AI§O Fraternity junior football inaugural team. itk & e
is lov : s
Louis chﬁmlijgg’fnmeitczllm;iemep tional ability as an infielder eventually brought him io the St
Duluth, Minnesota c la?; eCm An 1947-48 er7o Pplayed in Hamilton and for the next two years with
Jour years with St. Thom h sler per th.e Inter-County League with Kitchener-Waterloo and
One of the pi ' as e was appointed director of minor league baseball in Chatham in 1958.
Dw{;nayzelss Bruno coached was Hall of Famer Fer. gie Jenkins.
management fnd ie;v‘;:'? tz: ’;’.Onths he worked at the Chatham Arena and 100k university courses i
hired to oversee Operaio ation. From 1964-70 he was manager of the Tilbury Arena until he was
Times reported “nothing’zz?t thg new AMA Arena in Amherstburg. In October, 1970 the Tilbury
present high level, " praise for Mr. Casanova who brought the Tilbury Arena along 10 115
Bruno b j ; _
duties as arennoa ,:Zz’:e e:m;iolwd in the community almost before he arrived here. A part from his
through Meals on thels, jdc(O}aChEd baseball and hockey and was involved in communitly service
asCZ d oodfellows. He had a very unique style both in his personality and
apper dresser. Bruno had a contagious laugh and a great sense Of

ZZZ:OW which kept people in stitches from the time he came through the

0 fath e]:[ee izved sports, kids an'd people in general and paid special attentiol
Voumpsir H}’oung men as his own dad passed away when Bruno was @
reca}gled ;hatehc'zlso loved golf and good stogies (cigars). Ralph Barnwell
youngster and 1s i;;,a, ndfather played golf with Bruno when Ralph was @
through other caadied f or his granddad. The two became acquainted
i i lqurts activities and it was Ralph who filled Bruno's position
September 20 ;1;1953When the latter suffered his first heart attack in 1988. On
e B, Bruno Casanova collapsed and died after parring a hole

¢ Luverside Golf Club. In November, 1996 his memory was honoured

when a ' S 1i
m Plaque commemorating his nineteen years' service was dedicated in
renovated AMA Arena in Ambherstburg.

Bruno Casanova.
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The S. Ralph McCurdy Track and Fiel mplex

Before track and field facilities were available in the community, Sheldon Ralph McCurdy
founded the Amherstburg Olympic Track Club, a large circular track laid out in a field owned by Jim
Latendresse along Simcoe Street.” In October, 1980 a 400-metre track was officially opened at H.
j'\‘h”"‘a_\' Smith Centennial Park. In memory of Ralph McCurdy who was well-noted for his efforts
in spearheading local park development and recreational facilities, Amherstburg Town Council
passed a bylaw on June 28, 1993 officially naming the ‘S. RALPH McCURDY TRACK AND FIELD
COMPLEX ** Dedication ceremonies took place September 11, 1994.

The complex occupies an area of land 124 by 198.5 metres. The 400-metre track has eight
lanes and was originally built with a Uniroyal surface. Because it is used more for recreational
purposes than competitions, the comfort of walkers and joggers was of primary importance and the
recreation committee opted for a recycled rubber surface when the track was redone in 1994. The
complex includes two long jump pits, two high jump areas, steeple chase, a football/soccer field and
areas for pole vault, shotput, discus and javelin.

Besides the arena, track and four ball diamonds, H. Murray Smith Centennial Park also has
five tennis courts and two basketball courts. The most recent additions to the sports amenities are
two sand volleyball pits financed by the Amherstburg Optimist C lub.

Ambherstburg Culture and Recreation Centre .
After a ‘buy a brick’ campaign raised funds for the project, construction began on the

AMHERSTBURG CULTURE and RECREATION CENTRE in October, 1977. Officially opened
on June 4, 1978, the facility is used for exercise
ClaS_SGS, weddings, showers, meetings, election
polling stations and other activities. The Golden
Age Club was the first principal tenant of the
centre and continues to use it today. The facility
has. had two managers since its opening - Bill
Bailey who remained in the position until August
31,1987 and current manager Mary Paquette
Who began on November 16th of that year.

Ambherstburg Culture and Recreation Centre, 1997.
Marsh Collection Society, P1536

Neighbourhood Parks

: The Ontario Planning Act requires land subdivision developers to donate five percent of their
and to the municipality for recreational purposes or to provide payment in lieu of the land. Two
Amherstburg parks are being developed on land donated in this manner.

Jack Purdie Park
In 1987 the developers of the Park Place

SeVen‘acres of land to the community for use as a neighbourh
cy Richmond Street, Indiana Place and Vermont Drive.
Onstruction on the surrounding residential lots had been comp

and South Essex subdivisions donated a total of
ood park.”® The property is bordered
Development could not begin until
leted. Bylaw No. 2274, passed in
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1992, named the park ‘JOHN (JACK) PURDIE PARK in tribute to Purdie’s “unselfish devotion to
minor sports as a coach and manager” and “forty years of service, dedication and endless
contributions” to Royal Canadian Legion Branch 157.% Purdie was a town councillor for eight years
during which time he served on the Parks and Recreation Committee, four of those years as
chairman.”” Plans for Purdie Park include a soccer field, softball diamond, volleyball pits, picnic
shelter, comfort station, games area and parking lots. Phase I of the project is to begin in the spring
of 1997 with the installation of sidewalks, fencing, lawns and parking areas. Phase II is scheduled
for the spring of 1998 and will include the construction of the sports areas.”

Briar Ridge Park

In the fall of 1996 Ambherstburg Town Council approved a request from residents to develop
the vacant land in the centre of the Crownridge subdivision into a neighbourhood park. BRIAR
RIDGE PARK, bordered by Briar Ridge Avenue, Fern Ridge Court, Deer Ridge Court and

erwnridge Boulevard, “will eventually contain swings, sandboxes and other playground
equipment.”””’

Bob-Lo Island Amusement Park

The Detro'it. Belle Isle & Windsor Ferry Company: 1897 to 1949
. Bois Blanc Island, part of Malden Township, passed into private hands in the 1860s. For

thirty years a variety of owners made plans to turn the island into a resort by erecting hotels and
summer cottages. One such entrepreneur was William Menzies who purchased several acres of land
at the north end of the island at the turn of the century and opened “a fine summer hotel. ' This
“beautifully located island resort” was popular for a number of years until 1913 when Menzies sold
the property.!”’

In 1897 the Detroit, Belle Isle & Windsor Ferry Company signed a 15-year lease with Bois
Blanc owner Colonel John Atkinson for the northern half of the island, with an option to purchase
the property at the end of the lease. The company planned to build a casino, observatory, pavilion,
bath hquse, boathouse, baseball diamond, bicycle track, lawn tennis courts, wharf and bathing beach.
Excursion agent Fred J. Mason at once began to organize picnics and outings for Sunday Schools and
other groups.'” By the time “Bois Blanc Island Park” officially opened on June 20, 1898 “excursions
[had] been booked for nearly every date fronz
[that date] until after the holidays.™"
Excursionists travelled to the island aboard the
steamer Promise which made regular trips from
Detroit and Amherstburg.'™ In June, 1898 the
DBI&W Ferry Company acquired the steamer
Scotia to run the Bois Blanc-Amherstburg
route.'®

In 1902 the DBI&W Ferry Company
purchased the first of its two most famous
steamers. The Columbia was 216 feet long and

|

u
|
|

s

Café Bob-Lo, circa 1915.

276

;

"Bob-Lo drzi;cié?pa\'ilion. circa 1915.

had a passenger capacity of 4000. She had three def;ks, or3e of w.hich had a 40.x.l40 foot dance
floor. On her maiden voyage from Bois Blanc to Detroit the ( olumbia made the trip in one hour and
20 minutes. ' . '

Her sister ship, the Ste. Claire, built at Toledo in 1910, masie her ﬁrst '[I'letO B‘01§ Blanc on
July 11th of that year. Three feet wider and 14 feet shorter than the (.f)/umbla, fhe Awfe. .( ‘laire carried
3400 passengers. “In the beauty of her interior finish and decoratlpns the Ste. (li)/;cnre [set] a new
mark for vessels of her class.”'®” Captain John Densteadt was appmpted master.

Throughout the first two decades of the park’s existence many improvements were m@de and
its popularity continued to increase. A dance pavilion gon;tmcteq early on was expanded ﬁn .1 <190 1(i
The same year a two-storey café was constructed on piles in the river on the §a§t side of the islan
facing the Amherstburg shore. Surrounded by verandahs, the 48 x 1.00 foot dmn?g rgom was open
on all sides and could seat 300 people. A “first-class chef” was hired to prov1’(;lle09 excellence of
cuisine [that would] meet with few equals among the resorfs of the Great.Lakes. 7 .

The development of Bob-Lo Island as an “amusement park began with t];llt(?) (1905 construlctxon
of a two-storey building in the middle of the park to house a merry-go-round. The cargusg wlas
built by Coney Island carousel maker M.C. Illions & Sons and 1pcluded wooden chg.rlotsoegn Uazlmén; s,
all hand-carved." The steam organ for the merry-go-rOundlamveg (fr(()jm Germany in 1906. ther
rides - i i d Aeroplane Ride - were later added.

" t?: ?;};lzp- 1[;0: gnee\in::i?-nstone dsnce pavilion was c?onstruc‘t‘ec_l with “tEe largest and {Ilnest
dancing floor in this part of the country.” The 1tglilding, the size of a “city block,” had a second-floor
all i wish to dance. o )

e f]‘;):)tt)tfz?s‘ﬁ}:)ozg lge:;t)n was a busy one with many change.s oceurring in the pgrk. The lgﬁ
cabin” dining room, one of the original buildings, was remf)delled into a cafgterla servlllcie along ;’Vl}t]
the café building which had been moved back from the rlverl’)anlf the previous year.” One of the
most famous Bob-Lo attractions arrived in 1925: the Vernor’s ginger ale fac;tory which was set up
in a “large new building” on the west side of the island. .An 111c5e cream fountain and Ve.rnor Cs ginger
ale stand were installed in the dance pavilion at the same .nme. That year for the first time Customs
officials were stationed on the island and ferry service between Amherstburg and Bob-Lo was

i T — 116 later reinstated.
Withdrawn “due to U.S. immigration problems.” " It was : :
In the Fail of 1925 the l;gaseball diamond at the north end of the island was converted into an

. s 22117
I8-hole golf course which by July, 1926 was “proving to be:a popilaremerprise. " A ngwbstone
amusement building was built in 1928 to house “little auto coasters for which there [had] been a
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Plan of Bob-Lo Island, 1934.
The Amherstburg Echo. November 23. 1934

demand” from visitors.'"® The following year the DBI&W Ferry Company “embark[ed] on one of
the most ambitious projects in their history” with the installation of the Bug Ride, “expected to be
one of the most popular on Bob-Lo Island ™" A children’s F erris Wheel was installed in 1930 along
with a “miniature Brownie Coaster ” Captain Fred J. Simpson, general manager of the ferry
company, described these additions as “adding to [the] reputation [of the park’s] amusement
program.”'?

The Depression years were hard times for the amusement park. In 1933 the Amherstburg
Echo reported that “due to economic conditions, excursions and moonlight rides to Bob-Lo will b'e
discontinued for the first time in 35 years. The Ste. Claire and the Columbia will remain at their
docks in Windsor and the island park will not open this year.”'?! The park remained closed for tl}?
1934 season but reopened in the summer of 1935. Operation of the golf course ceased in 1937;‘“”

The Detroit, Belle Isle & Windsor F erry Company changed its name to the Bob-Lo Excursion
Company Ltd. in late 1939.'® By this time the company owned most of the island, excepting the
lighthouse at the south end, four acres at the north end and two private summer homes on the west
side.” In 1940 ferry service between Bob-Lo and Amherstburg was again withdrawn because of
World War II border regulations, '2* Although this service did not resume until the 1947 season, the
Bob-Lo Excursion Company held a few “Canadian” days annually throughout the war years. Only
on those days did excursion steamers run between Amherstburg and Bob-Lo.

The Browning Regime: 1949 to 1979

. On June :20, 1948 over 500 guests dressed in period costume attended a special 50th
anniversary excursion to Bob-Lo Island. The superintendent of the island, Charles E. Park, was one
of the original ticket takers in 1898. In late 1948, however, the Bob-Lo Excursion Company
announced that it would not open for the 1949 season and planned to liquidate all assets.!** In the
spring of 1949 the assets of the Bob-Lo Excursion Company were purchased by Browning Steamship
Lines of Detroit'” and the park opened as usual on Memorial Day. Under the Browning
management, known as the Island of Bob-Lo Company, the amusement park continued to flourish.
A scenic railway was built in 1957-58 and a new dock erected in 1962. The following year several
new rides arrived from Germany and a large marina was constructed on the west side of the island."**
In 1968 the Island of Bob-Lo Company purchased the former Judson S. Patton property, riverfront
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Kiddies® Fire Truck ride, circa 1949, ride operator George Nicholson.

‘ . 129
Malden, and built a new dock at that location the following year.

The End of an Era: 1979 to 1993 )
“In (1)95/"3 the Brownings sold Bob-Lo Island Amusement Park to a seven-member syndicate.

Although the new owners expanded the park’s attractions, including the 11r3103ta]131at110n (132 gg i;}(l)e:fo;)rtlz
high “Big Wheel” ride and the return of Big Bands to t.he.Bob-Lo boats, ) Ar)rll ate 82 the (;))bile
was in receivership.™*! It was purchased in 1983 by the Mlchlgan branch of (ti eh erl:czgdi ;1 mobile
Association (AAA) who for several years contingf:d to improve and expand the park, g

et Of?r:) ml\/faandl?;g):;ltgﬁii}}izgg msild Bob-Lo Island to thg International Broadcasting
Company (IBC};’. The success of the park during the 1980s was short-lived zzind _attirﬁia?gg(?zgzgotno
decline. In an effort to save money, the IBC closed the park on Tuesdays fu;m% ARG thé
In the fall of 1991 the decision was made to sell the two most beIO\{ed 0 tbeL ob- -0 boat f)a
steamers Columbia and Ste. Claire who made their last};mp from Detroit t}? Bod 1-) (1 }:)nse;; bour D eyd
1991, The park declared bankruptcy that autumn.’ If}ghen was purc as;1 1}; ea:(m fle-based
Northern Capital Company under Michael Moodenbaugh™ .and lastzd ol?e (;lii : son. Unable 10
compete with larger, more modern parks like Cedar Point (Sandusky, 0),

Amusement Park again fell into receivership on December 22, 1993 and was auctioned off piece by
136

Piece the following spring. ;
d by John Oram
In August, 1994 Bob-Lo Island was purchase . :
lots for reside;gltl;al housing. After nearly a century, the island’s amusement park era has come to an

end.

7 who has subdivided it into

i i collection in 19943
Janet (Botsford) McBride wrote the following re , | _
1 an? a(no(t)her onz who wept when the news of the demise of Bob-Lo became a certainty. Bob

Lo holds m appy memories for me. ' o
%;:’;}yﬁafﬁiung our fan/:ily sometimes in company with the Bonsors and Burks had picnics

there. We carried our lunch in baskets and at the conclusion of the meal we carefully pac;(e’i ‘t)l:;
rema'ins Jor further snacks, folded our swealers and jackets on top and set off for fun.
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remember anything being stolen. We always went first to the merry-go-round but there were teglars
and swings to be enjoyed also. Later when the big dance hall was built it was pure bliss to listen 10
the music provided by Kingle’s Orchestra. )

Two or three times a summer my brother David and I were allowed a day on the island. We
were given fifieen cents for a return ride on the Papoose and five nickels to spend. ( ‘arrying that
little stub and the money was always bothersome. [ Isually I tied them in the corner of
handkerchief and just hung on 1o it.

We abvays caught the 11 o'clock hoat because that boat carried some workers and docked
at the lower dock giving us a longer boat ride. Landing on the island we ran for the merry-go-round
which was situated away south. Here Mr. McCaffrey would start up the engine and ride away on
his bicycle giving five or six youngsters an hour's free ride. We always chose an outside horse us
that provided us the greatest thril] Long before the hour was up we were ready to get off. No
matter how enjoyable, one can get 100 much of a good thing!

We would change horses and even Iry sitting in the velvet seat. We never stayed very long
there as the motion of just going round and round without the exhilarating up and down motion
affected our stomachs. | remember once we contemplated jumping off but had second thoughts.
When it neared 12 o'clock heralding the Columbia’s arrival, Mr. McCaffrey came back and siopped
the works. We were as glad to get off as we had been 10 get on. Nevertheless, it didn't stop us from
doing the same thing again the next visit

I don’t suppose there were oo many items one could buy but I always spent one nickel on
Cracker Jack. There was usually a prize at the bottom but once in a while there was not, which
brought disappointment to an eight-year-old. An ice cream cone took another nickel.

The little play house was q Jixture from the very beginning and every year we borrowed d
broom and swept it out. | wondey if we were the only ones who ever cleaned it.

Back in those days - 1910, 197 and 1912 - the swimming beach was a great attraction. We

a big splash as it hit the water. | remember the
swimmers had very little bare skin showing.

We never missed a visit 1o the blockhouse because we felt it belonged to us. The wood thal
was used in building the blockhouses in 1839 had come from the Wright and Botsford farms. The

cut logs were piled on the shoye and hauled 1o the island across the river on the ice when the winter
came.

suits they were wearing had a lot of stripes and the

By 5 o’clock we were tired and began thinking of getting home. Sometimes ] spent a nickel
on chewin

g gum early in the day but | usually kept that pleasure to take home. Once I squana’ered
a nickel on g

package of Papoose gum which had a vile taste but I did not make that mistake d
second time. The final nicke] | always spent on a package of round pink wafer candies. If I could

refrain from opening the package I had something to suck on that night and the next day thus
prolonging the rapture of a day spent on Bob-.,
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Museums and Heritage Organizations

Ambherstburg Historic Sites A iation

‘ 'l i . i i hird such
he Amherstburg Historic Sites Association (lASHS‘\t) fo::z(i;n}zge?yizsitzhsc:nsiitution
vanization i Ambherstburg Historical Society wa :
orflatr; 1]zatxon :jn Atz;hzrnstjl;ll{lga.ryzze 1914.1% Th% second such association, estabhﬂlhec[i\ OI\IV NK/\[/SQ;T;
an ) ’ . 1at1 . .
3 193\/ 33":\’521: C(;Il)led the Amherstburg Historic Sites aqd _Museums Assoc;a\i:g:t, ;:lnow Fot Nl
aé presfdent.“" This group was instrumental in the initial formation o
i istoric Si . i It of the
. : 8 house’ from dem
’s action in rescuing the ‘Park .
/lx;;getmt't;urg RO;?TS};tSI(;l: t;: (I:(li?lg’s Navy Yard. After restoration, club membersh f;g (t)lzla'{\;:; (l)lod
bUildinogIVi(?ljfds ebe a good home for a museum of local history so 2 Izeseet(;nrgrllzim and foster thé
1973 to discuss the formation of a hjStorliflal S(}),'Clety t(t)-;;nwt:se :trt(e)r}:ded by about 50 people. A
i istoric sites in our area.""’ This meeting 1l with Fred
tecring committo was formed, compose of Hazen Price Did 1o be taken for th formaton ot &
Wilsong to provide legal advice.'* Mr. Wilson outlined the steps to be ta
0 prov : :
non-profit organization. . ittee presented the proposed objects and bylaws
lic meeting the steering commuttee p ization was then
of the nxlﬂf‘or;renx;dp::s:)cciation. gThese were enthusiastically accepted a;l ?hgh:szz)%?gi)ill three to be
uaderay : Nieiireons were EIERE 40 szfy O?tth};egzlrllsel?:lsgu?)lic The first me,mbers of the
‘ : 0 ° ;
members of the Rotary Club and six to be mem ers Hall, David P. Botsford,
board 21; dci)recti)rs wez Hazen Price, Walter Sidey, Dondj‘;?:j, ?(/)I;Sn Iglfirlzhan.
Soullon Krilgh, WilliamRagsote, HanYd“éebeSS;fr;f: history restoration and archaeology of the
i ization included ’ o eetings the
area dThe Ob]ec'ife(r)lfi:z ft)lrliir;irter of the new non-profit corporatlon'd I?ﬁz;esc:izzr?i mThe o%ﬁcial
first fen 1‘;’:3 LZ::E meeting was held on July 12, 1973_ anq officers \yetrz ‘ lilsydated Juiy 13. 1973 and
Lettersgr)atent incorporating the Amherstburg Historic Sites Assoctatl
: 2 4. g
Hesteganied in September, 1973 as Corporattlgnbii)ilseg heavily involved in restoration. T‘Zo
i ke long for the group Peter DiPasquale who
Pensiongrsfhcci)trtl;;ezafrzm thge former A.B. Lukes property weretdoz?tlffdli}; bee separateg from the
pad recognized their historical value. The ‘Mat;he‘f’ fzg;dbf:;ti:f the Park House Museum. The
is now the tin and prin . Both cottages
fg)hr:ﬂ:fgzLUkeSc}(l)(;tl;ng?nwda;Smoved to the north side of the Fort zlald:nsp;sgi’ggndat?ons g
S onnor , xE :
required considerable rehabilitation, including nbe(\)zulf1 tr?zfi,g Eil;lmwgﬁecn t‘;‘: AyHSA el o bl s
i roject came a ‘Gi > on the southeast
restore . :‘iﬁondorsfSrtt?r:?;;)(\):npprgperﬁes in Amherstburg, the o’ld (i;?et;th((i);;: Peter Stokes (of
ey Streets. an old log structure from the town’s ea ; .in < for 2 nomminal
N g G Sires h1r d as architect and rendered all necessary rawblgd th the help
If\hag?ra-on-the-Lake famhier) Zl)v Z: rc;ect manager and a crew of worke.rs was as-?ieenc} ﬁie ;Z)lbs and 175
. L ci
Oe:theéljrggscl\;l;:rﬁi};\z?:nc:heof h/fanpower and Immigration. The project spe
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weeks” work with a grant of $25,085.1  After about one year and a total expenditure of some
$68,000 the restoration was complete. Unfortunately, no other restoration projects haye b¢€ﬂ
attempted because the Gibb house was sold at a loss and put quite a strain on the financial situation
of the association.
In recent years the AHSA has been quite content with operating the Park House Museum and
Ing to run various special events each year. There are at present two full-time employees

continui
curator Valerie Buckie and tinsmith Alan Bald. Students are hired each summer as interpreters
as had numerous board members and five presidents

Over the period of 24 years, the AHSA h et
Hazen Price, John Amyot, John Burkhart, Mary Guthrie and Karl Braun. The Amherstburg Historic

Sites Association is still alive and well in 1996

The Park House Museum

The Park House has a most romantic tradition. It is said to have been built at the mouth Qf
the Rouge River in Detroit by a family of Loyalists. When Detroit was ceded to the Americans In
1796 the owners crossed the river to the new British post at Malden. On receiving a land grant in

ge home and towed it downriver by canoe to be reassembled
n the new town of Amherstburg."** A feat of loyalty indeed!
in the Illustrated Historical Atlas of the Counties of Essex and
is no documentary evidence to support the claim.
wners of Lot 17. In 1798 a draw was held for the lots on First
went to the mercantile firm of Leith, Shepherd & Duff '’ and
House Built” upon it.'*# However, Captain Hector McLean,
id not grant the location ticket for Lot 17 to Leith, Shepherd
An affidavit signed by Angus Mackintosh states that the lot
was given to William Mills “for and in the name of the Schooner Nancy ”'* At that time the Narcy
was owned by William Mills, her captain, and the Montreal firm of Forsyth, Richardson & Company.
founding partners in the New North

West Company. It is unclear who actually occupied the lot and
buildings and they slip into obscurity for a few years.

A flurry of activity concerning Lot 17 occurred in 1804. On July 6th Alexander Mackintosh

registered the lot in his name;"! a military plan of Ambherstburg was drawn up showing for the first
time a building on the lot in the position where we know the house stood;'"? and an evaluation of the
“Storehouse, House and Wharff” on Lot 17, separate from the Nancy, was sought."*

The Mackintosh family pursued the acquisition of the property and in 1807 Angus,

on Lot 17, west side of First Street i
This story first appears in print in 1881
Kent.'"** Unfortunately, to date there

Mystery also shrouds the first o
Street (now Dalhousie Street). Lot 17
by August 17, 1798 they had “A Good
commanding officer at Fort Malden, d
& Duff but to the schooner Nancy,1*

» 1817 Alexander acquired both his father’s and
the New North West Company’s interests in the lot and premises.'™ Afier all this struggle, Alexander

only retained the property until 1823 when it was sold to Jean Baptiste Macon. The Mackintosh
family left Canada for Scotland in 1831 when Angus became chiefiain of the Mackintosh clan.

The first glimpse of the house is found in Margaret Reynolds® painting, “A View of

Amherstburg, 1813,” seen from Elliott’s Point "> It is interesting to note how many outbuildings had
Sprung up in a reasonably short time.
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‘ ht the
Jean Baptiste Macon was a well-established me.rchant . Am}ler;tbu;'gm‘zhsetz)r ) ;roc?rﬁ 1819
property on August 23, 1823,"” paying Alexander Mackintosh £500 for t tehre) east sfde .of Dalhousie
{0 1823 Macor ot been in partnership with Willim and Charles Bercsy onHe ran a busy forwarding
Street'™ and was now prosperous enough to str}ke out on his OWI? k brothers who would later
business which employed many workers. Among his clerks were thi‘ foa:r ears as a member of the
buy the property. During his tenure Macon also served a ltle\r;/I}ll?am Elliﬁtt
Legislative Assembly, representing Essex County along with Wi ber 2‘3 1839.'° He placed
Thomas F. Park of Park & Company bought the house on Septeirslls and Eogether with brother
his youngest brother, Theodore Jones Park, in charge of the il pll;en:iness out of Amherstburg and
John R. Park they ran a general merchandising and t.”or.wardm%1 1L>lark family with the house. The
Colchester. This was the beginning of the long 35.5001at10n.0ft - us business ventures together
Park brothers were astute businessmen and were m\{olveé n numeroded uickly and by 1860 they
and with other partners. The shipping aspect of their business expanrossiclllg the Atlantic Ocean to
had ships plying the Great Lakes, journeying to Montreal and even ¢
Englalnd].“homas Park died in 1864 and Theodore purchased the g:rf?nt‘;’;/}:;r; cl)it:}r{e ::;ﬁlxireﬁ
‘Park House® was first applied to the large hotel built by Theodore

. 160 The hotel only
corner of Dalhousie and Murray Streets (the present site of the Gordon Housc)

i ber 2, 1884 shortly after
retained this name for a brief time as it was sold by auction on Septem

) . the Fox family.
Theodore’s death and was renamed the Lake View Hote_l by its new Owneel;isi’ca]eoﬂ'lce in the family
Dr. T. James Park, the oldest of Theodore’s six chlldrgn, setup a c;nwaiting esomt. “Dir. Fit
home in 1880'¢> using the north end of the k8 f»;O;is}?:r(I)_fiﬁzziefeaélutlived him and her death in
il hi ary 1, 1936. His younges ' than any other

})va(r)lﬁsz uln‘;g lhllfrgi:}?t (;2 iigutoan era. The Park family had owned the house longer than any
ietor. livi king there for 102 years. hortly before her
proprlet;);;l;;;;go?:eg}?i; Lnygthe Parks was followed by a great deal. 1(1)£ dChElzgz?é sarcl)( cvaeyed "
death, with no immediate relatives to whom the propel”t,}l’sgnl% bel\%lss P,ark’s death Miss Donovan
land t,o “Helen Donovan, spinster, of New York Sta?e. ber 15. 1941:'%* she in turn sold the

Conveyed the land to G,eraldine S. Sterns of Detroit on October 15, ,

Property to C.R. Lalonde in

August, 1945,  During this
uncertain period the house had
Many tenants. After purchasing the
Property the Lalondes continued

to rent out the north end of the
house.

Mr. and Mrs. Lalonde
carried out extensive renovations
and opened an antique store in part
of the house. In keeping with its
Past, they named it ‘Park House
Antiques’. Many people still have L
fond memories of buying a

Relocating the Park House, May 3,1972.
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treasured object there during the store’s twenty-five year lifespan. ' . "

In November, 1970 the Lalondes sold the property to Zarko and Bessie Vucinic, owners '0
Duffy’s Tavern situated on the adjacent lot to the south '® The Vucinics planned to develop the river
frontage and by the spring of 1971 wished the house to be removed in order to extend .the busmess y
Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan was approached but local opinion was against moving tll
house there.'”” In January, 1972 Mr. Vucinic advised the community that the house - thought to )6
the oldest within a 250-mile radius - would be disposed of after March 15th of that year. This
announcement was the catalyst that set in motion a movement to save the house.

At this time the Amberstburg Rotary Club formed a committee with the intent' to arrange ?(13
option to purchase the Park House, move it to another site and operate it as a commuplty museum )
In late January, 1972, with the assistance of Amherstburg Town Council, it was decided to reloca?t
the house to the northeast section of the former Waterworks Park opposite the west end of Rankm
Avenue. The Rotary Club appointed a special committee to orchestrate the moving and restoration

Funding for the task came from many sources, the largest contributor being the Ontario Department
of Tourism. !¢

On April 7, 1972 the delicate ta
the new basement. This, however, w
cavity nearly complete a

sk of moving the Park House began with the digging out of
as not accomplished without incident. With the foundathYJ
n old water main was pierced by the shovel, flooding the hole and causing

its future home 17

The next year was spent “trying to restore the house as nearly as possible to the condition of
its earlier years.”'”" While the Rotary Club committee was the moving force, many members of the
community also donated their time and expertise to the task By May, 1973 they were ready to move
on to the next phase, furnishing the house. It was felt that an organization should be set up to

oversee this process and to manage the museum in the future, 175 der of
In July, 1973 the Ambherstburg Historic Sites Association was formed.'”* The first order o
business was to form a Furnishing Committee to acquire the necessary artifacts to open the house

a museum. By the end of the year the kitchen was ready for public inspection. On December 9, 1973
the Park House Museu

m was officially opened by Mayor H. Murray Smith to crowds of enthusiastic
visitors.!”

Today the Park House is a year-round
museum catering to the needs of visiting school
children, seniors and the general public. As well' as
being an interesting and informative place to visit
the Park House Museum also fills the fungtlon of
Ambherstburg’s community museum, storing and

displaying items of interest and importance to the
area. In 1978 the Park House branched out into
another historically related area, tinsmithjng. The
Park House Tinsmiths began producing.tmware
(made by volunteers) for sale to the public in 1978.
Since that date the business has grown in size and

Park House Museum, circa 1992,
Park House Museum
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g : i lunteer membership. Park

: i i th and still has an active vo . P
eputz ow employs a full-time tinsmith and s he United States an
;gm;ttlior&a;; I::an be sgeri\ at museums and historic sites all over Canada and t

us 5

IS ev i he United Kingdom! s in surroundings,
oo gll?il};efi ttl?et past two centuries the Park Hou§e has see?u lrlna&); ;};Tllg:louse S
structure, use ind tenants and has survived with integrity. Hop;ﬂlyy
S ] cesstully.
survive the challenges of the next two hundred years as suc

Fort Malden National Historic Site

iti i er Detroit was ceded to the Amer}cans,

en L et ot 5;15 tll:)e\:eeerlztrrl(t)liithgs:rli(})llr]oiﬂgh the War of 1812 ar}d t.hle Roej)eelrrl:;r; ;f
et Mald?“ k?Pt iy OVZF_ : ein 1859 when the land was transferred to the pr(;grtlcui 3g7 overnment
1837-38, its military rp]g en l}?g sed the Malden Lunatic Asylum from J.une,hlSf n?s Wi
o o v a bL'l]l'dmcng (c)lusold to private citizens. The lapd w1t.h the fo » buildings was
propﬁrtyd\)\tl)asl)s uridgl(i;orrzrlvman and used for their planing mill until the property
purchased by Pa o
Frankti Hough, * laning Mill in 1918, concerned individuals
. N Ofthiviag(oi llilcialr:ioevljlzsnapnatiofal historic par.l;. 'tl"hsgetehvga:z ;n d:zg
o ot Want?d tQ pr'esfmce of the fort to the town. In 1904 the rest En s ol the town and
Essex. County sressed Slgm?'fion to the Minister of Militia and Defenslcj as Nllrllfl it
Ersessee);vgd():sn ;ypgrrlfslsg tzds:cgsdl petition was sent in 1911§ todST;ng ;L(l)ih;ri;r; ;En S e

. 1 ade :
This petition received a favou.rlflbk:1 ge?\p/)l(r)ns\;{cl;d 1l:I:i 1}89 e i Min;st;r el:toel;egleBt%rdcle;:j
;\(/)I(;al n(:tables D;refziri(ci) ll))slbuﬁding in‘ favour of a park but World War I div
mentum appe

government’s attention. ’

The pre-war efforts of Amherstburg’s
government’s Historic Sites and Monuments |
Board (HSMB) recommended that' FO.I‘t "
Malden be recognized as a national historic |
site. The board suggested a cairn and.plaque
as a suitable means of commemorating the
fort but it took ten years to develop a suitable
text for the plaque.'” Furthermore, the
HSMB did not envision the acquisition of any
Particular property for the proposed plaque
and cairn,

While the HSMB dithered over the
Plaque wording, others acted. ~ AW.
McNally, founder of the Am'he.rstburg
Historic Sites and Museums Assgc1at10n and
Strong promoter of the town’s heritage, urlged
the municipality to take over the tax-defaulte

citizens started to bear fruit when in 1921 the federal

| § i istoric Park, late 1930s.
alden National Hlstor}c k,
Fort Ml Marsh Collection Society, P375
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Visitor Orientation Centre, 1970s. This
building was the original Fort Malden
National Historic Park museum,
constructed in 1939,

Department of Canadian Heritage: Fort Malden National
Historic Site

C.R. Hackett. The committee lobbied tire]
of a museum building to display artifacts
federal approval for this project came w
surplused. Clarke and the management co
1939 and the laying of the museum’s cor
by the end of the summer of 1939 and
the Fort Malden Management Commit
Council Fort Malden National Historic

The years since 1940 have seen

Interpretation Centre, 1990s, Originally the
kitchen and laundry for the Malden Lunatic
Asylum, later the private home of F.A. Hough,
the Interpretation Centre now houses exhibits
on the fort’s history.

Department of Canadian Heritage: Fort Malden National
Historic Site

Webber property and deed it to the federal government for
a park. This property, located just to the north of the
remaining earthworks, was an ideal spot to lqcate the
plaque and cairn. After McNally’s death in . ]?34.
Ambherstburg mayor J.E. McGee continued negotiations
with federal officials. In 1936 the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board recommended that the federal
government assume responsibility for the Webber propsl‘l}'
and locate the cairn there. The transfer occurred in 1937

To further promote the park S. Murray Clark. M P
for South Essex, suggested that a committee be formcc} to
manage the future of Fort Malden. The origina]' Fort
Malden Management Committee consisted of chairman
J.E. McGee, secretary John Marsh, Devere Thrasher and

essly to improve the park property and for the construction
collected by local history enthusiasts. In November. 1938
hen funds earmarked for a museum in the Maritimes were
mmittee presided over a sod-turning ceremony in February.,
nerstone on March 13, 1939. Construction was completed
the new institution began to receive visitors. The eﬁ“orts.of
tee were capped on December 28, 1940 when by Order-in-
Park was officially established.!”’

tremendous development at Fort Malden National Historic
Site. When the park opened officially on June 2

museum building just north of the actual fort

2, 1941 it consisted of a narrow strip of land with a
grounds. In 1946 the park acquired the Hough
property which included the north curtain wall of'the
fort’s earthworks, the remnants of the northwest bastion,
the 1819 brick barrack and the 1860s asylum laundry.
Since that time additional property acquisitions have
extended the park to include the main site of 4.5 hectares
encompassing most of the rebellion-era fort (1838), 2
brick Commissariat building (circa 1831) in the town’s
Navy Yard Park and a stone lighthouse (1836) on the
southern tip of Bois Blanc Island. Today Fort Malden 15
known for its beautiful grounds adjacent to the Detroit
River and its well-preserved structures. '
Fort Malden National Historic Site’s reputation
and growth has been greatly fostered by the people who
have worked there. David P. Botsford, the .ﬁr st
superintendent (from 1941 to 1964), was an eminent
local historian whose passion for the site and the
community’s history spanned three decades. He
nurtured the museum’s collection and oversaw the
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H .I_‘:(r)rt Malden National Historic Site front gates, 1980s.

~ r 1 . .
Jepc 1 10/'( anc dla HC nage. M ‘\ b
Departmen ) na n oritage. Fort \ '1[den ationa HISIO] 1C ;1[(2

dicated service and outstanding contribution to
r of the Order of Canada.'” Harry Bosveld,
phasis on the professionalism of his staff, the

€Xpansion of the historic park. Asa fesult of;\}/llls n?bee
the community, Botsford was appOITtedda re;eit om il
' 1969 to 1991, placed g : y ing offered at the site. During
:Ltllgleltr mct)(fe‘réi}eglt;[itt;r(;n Fort Malden and the variety of pUbl,lc pr'%ram]i?rriltgage elin 1992 the America;
his te)rl Bosveld sharpened the focus on Fort Malden's m,htary f(‘omméndation for “leadership
Associn:' Of r State and Local History awarded him a Cemﬁcatg ?h Detroit River Region.” The
in the aplr(:erslefvation of the military history of 5 olrt Mtiie:m?ng reegional American and Canadian
iati eld’s promotion of close 1l the present staff of Fort
?Ifislptmathn 31157(3 rgtedizot;\; diﬁifult economic conditions o t}llle 19692;%1?556(1 by Botsford and
Malldary Is\llti's ] Hézforic Site continues the traditions of excellenc
en National Hi
: : ivi llowed by
Bosveld. ; ked with periods of intense activity follo
£ i of Fort Malden 1s marke T lum and planing mill eras.
" The 2001 year }cllls(;:g;ne This is apparent during the military, saist};lfche fort]?s PoR——
gerlo s of neg ect an f diﬁ of Fort Malden National Hlstor;lc fostored the memory of past
irr(: f'(una‘;elyl, S'mcfEE f:heﬁv(;unearsg as a national historic site the fort uanSit; and the region. While the
evsxsvzna pz;;elw}}:o ha\?le shaped the developmefgﬁ gf;;};ef:;):’:ineqr of Canada, today Fort Malden
. . r e N .
Briti a1 rt Malden originally gua rg’s and Canada’s heritage.
Ngttilsrl:ain;gtsizigosif fszoguardian of an important part of Amherstburg

Fort Malden Volun rA iation

f local heritage
iati A) was formed by a group o
e ASSOCIaﬂOI}u(:cIi\: :e z)tvailable to sponsor special programs and

hat adequate a cooperating association,
;L;Ir)lfort?rs WhOFW:trIi/IC(l)crll:r?rIr\llZfi;nal Historic Site. Often rcelf::rrlf)jrtl?egson an :mbitious program.
brojects at Fo a . - +ion with the fort an as nominated
the FMVA established an Oﬁ‘lCIalfigzl?&(;r;A was held August 1, 1988, Garnet Fox w
The first official meeting O
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weaving and pottery.

obtain new members. The Guild was reorg
who stated that its new purpose was
an exhibition and sale of works by
reorganization.

which has since become an important
present time.

home s

station on Richmond Street was put up for sale the executive of the Guild
excellent cultural centre. The station was purchased in 1968 through

Florence Gibson. Through the hard work and generosity of Guild memb

the interior of the station was restored and remodelled to make it functional as a working gallery for
arts and crafts.

as chair, Fred Wilson as secretary and William (Bill) Ferguson as treasurer. Others in attendance
were Rick Huntley, Murray Kennedy, Norman Drouillard, David Webb and park superintendent
Harry Bosveld. Plans were set for the first major project to be held August 26, 1989, the 50th
anniversary celebration of the formation of Fort Malden National Historic Site.

On February 7, 1991 the association became a registered charitable organization. The
objectives of the FMVA are: 1) to preserve and promote the unique heritage of Fort Malden by
sponsoring programs and events that will increase public awareness of the site and the Amherstburg
area, 2) to foster interest and pride in Canadian history; 3) to establish, operate, maintain and equip
a historical re-enactment unit based at Fort Malden as a historical and tourist attraction; and ) to
undertake historical and archaeological research and publish the results.

In May, 1995 the FMVA opened the Garrison Gift Shop at Fort Malden, promoting local
history through the sale of books and gift items. During Bicentennial year the FMVA provided the
fort with a 6-pounder field gun and participated in several events to celebrate the 200th anniversary
of the fort and town. A publication on the history of the fort is being written as well

Membership in the FMVA is open to everyone and meetings are held monthly at the fort

Gibson Gallery / Fort Malden Guild of Arts and Crafts

In April, 1945 under the leadership of Miss Helen Marsh, a group of about fifty people
gathered at the Fort Malden Museum to organize an arts and crafts guild in Amherstburg. David
Botsford was elected the first president of the new organization, named the ‘Fort Malden Guild of
Arts and Crafts’. Its purpose was to encourage and train persons with hidden talent and to increase
the community’s knowledge of the arts and crafts. The first lessons to be offered were in painting,

By October, 1960 interest in the Guild was declining and a determined effort was made to

anized under the leadership of president Maurice O’Beay
partly educational and partly recreational.” In January, 1961
nine Essex County artists was held - the first show after the

The Guild began sponsoring summer arts and crafts classes for children in 1961, a project
part of the educational programme and which continues to the

. During its first decades of existence, the Guild had no permanent home and met in many
ere

nt locations wherever space was available for its classes and shows. The need for a permanent

eriously hampered its planning and development. When the Michigan Central Railroad (MCR)
thought it would make an
the generosity of member
ers and interested citizens,

The endeavours of twenty-
the former MCR station became the

four years of the Guild became a reality on June 22, 1969 when
new home of the Fort Malden Guild of Arts and Crafts. Named
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the *Gibson Gallery’, the station became a cultur al
centre for the community. The first art exhibit to Rk
be shown in the gallery highlighted works by Essex | i
County artists from the private collection of Dr. |
G H Shepherd. During the opening ceremonies,
which were attended by 500 people, the key to t.he
gallery was presented to President Rosemary Smith
by Florence Gibson. Mayor Murray Smith cut the
ribbon to the entrance.

When room for storage was neeqed. a
caboose was purchased from the Essex Terminal by

Florence Gi Mayor Murray Smith in 1973. | o Rana
T}?;zzcéieh(}tl:esogoi)ns gr:Z:sr of Alliyed Chemical Canada, Pennsylvania Central Railroa

ehind the gallery.

Enterprises the caboose was moved off the railwey Gt r111eW S: ;gigsé{.s "l;"his troughg stood

An added feature isthe horse trough located 1ety e %a erytrafﬁc it fell into disuse and was

for many years in front of the town hall but with the demise Ofpor: forgotten years the trough was
removed from the town hall when the street was paved. Fro

i Max Shaw. .
e B & e e t?e ]GleOT;]g/ZHEZ)é: };1eld in the gallery, including weaving,
Over the years a wide range of classes

. . . . h
i | offers classes in painting for bot
inti i d crafts. The Guild sti ‘ oo s are
Painting, sculpture, stitchery, pottery 2 lasses for children are also offere
i is an interest. Summer art ¢ - licants. Individual
:ttltirggssglradgltzic\;:gl ;l}:iesrs; are offered when there are enough interested applic

, time to time. fessional artists. The
Worl\ShifI)S tta}il(e ple}lgsitf:zlrz varied in subject and include both amateur and pro
onthly ex

01 k S f . . :

i ce entries.
Cash prizes are awarded for first, second and third pla

Gibson Gallery, 1996.
Marsh Collection Society. P1042

Art by i
tTl;lee lf;:;[e;utdoor exhibition was helq on the gr(;unFort
in 1967 as a Centennial event. Sponsored jointly b)I'l tt _e plini
the Windsor Society of Artists, it was a two-day ]eveevem gk
Rev. M.C. Davies. It proved to be a very popuiar
River’. st 25th
In 1968 it was planned as a one-day event on 5322 agn/;li’vg;ls co-sp
It was convened by Maurice O’Beay and Hazen

t 1500 people. .
HISVIGOR R, fenance v reporie 2 EZSII::r)uand continues to be held every year on the last
) . . . p
This exhibition proved to be very

14 of Arts and Crafts. It has grown
aunday of sponsored solely by the "od e Ct}tl::lrll(;:nce averages 5000 people.
fr aybo Alfifg’tu St,x}?'(t))‘: ; to more than a hundred and the a
Om about fifty exhibitors

ds of Fort Malden National Historic Park
Malden Guild of Arts and Craﬁs and
26th and 27th. The chairman was
s was born the annual ‘Art by the

_ again on the fort grounds.
onsored as it had been the

Christmas Sh n 1 Gallery was planned for the first three

. Gibson
The first Christmas show and sale 1n the new
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weekends of December, 1971. A special feature was highlighted for each weekend in addition to the
articles for sale. Many of the arts and crafts were created by students of the gallery who had taken
lessons from local artists. Elsie Wootton was chairperson of the event. In 1973 the Christmas bazaar
became a two-weekend event. Over the years the Christmas show and sale has continued to be a

feature of the Guild. It has varied in dates and hours but it is still a special time when the Gibson

Gallery is transformed into a beautiful Christmas treasure. For the past several years this event has

been arranged by Anne Cant and Rosemary Smith and takes place the second weekend of November
After fifty years the Guild is still in existence although since the mid-1980s participating
interest from the community has declined. The present board of directors has been in place for the
Past ten years, with the exception of three or four new members. President Barbara Cozens has been
the leader for most of that time, The financial books have been capably looked after by Irene Goulin
Florence Woof and Rosemary Smith have been faithful members, joining the Guild at its inception
in 1945 and continuing to serve in many different capacities over the years, including the role of
president. For many years Florence has been responsible for organizing the monthly exhibits.
Rosemary, at present, arranges for the manning of the gallery. Her husband, Wallace, joined the

Guild after his retirem'ent and is in charge of the station’s maintenance. Donna Goulin has been the
secretary for nearly nineteen years, replacing Betty Marra in 1978,

Alice Bailey was one of the founding members of

Over the years a number of
contributions they have made to the
David Botsford, Maurice O’Beay
Florence Woof.

Since 1968 the Fort Malden Guild of Arts and Crafts has owned the former railway station
at 140 Richmond Street but the railway has

retained ownership of the land. Because of this drawback
the Guild was never able to do landscaping to enhance the gallery. However, early in 1995 the Town
of Amherstburg on behalf of the Gibson Gallery was able to secure the land. Cooperating with the
Amberstburg Public Utilities Commission (APUC), who needed part of the land for entrance into the
baqkyard of their building, an agreement was finalized in the fall of 1995 between the Fort Malden
Gu1.ld of Ar?s and Crafts and the APUC. The entire property was purchased by the APUC but the
station remains the property of the Fort Malden Guild and will continue as an art gallery. The APUC
will contribute the grading and paving of the lot while the Guild will contribute the landscaping. It
i1s the aim of bpth 8roups to complete a tourist attraction that will be the toast of the town.
_In April, 1996 the Fort Malden Guild of Arts and Crafts was forced to rethink their plans for
'fhe Gibson Qallery due to a lack of volunteers, The operation of the gallery was taken over by the
Art Connection’, an artists’ Co-op whose nine members are George Alles, Barbara Camilleri, Julia
Conlon, Barbara Cozens, Mary DeMarco, Dawn Lavoie, Francis Lucier, Johanna Johnson and Mary
Weston. The Guild continues to own and maintain the building itself, !*°

T.he year 1996 marked the 200th year of Amherstburg’s history, the 100th anniversary of the
former railway station building

‘ ; and the 51st year of the Fort Malden Guild of Arts and Crafts. It is
indeed a time to celebrate!

people have been named honourary members because of the many
Guild: William Stidworthy, Frank Gustin, Florence Krug Gibson,
, Hazen Price, Muriel Knight, Rosemary and Wally Smith and
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e it will perish as all material things do. T he
day will not perish. And that is what culture

The Gibson Gallery is made of bricks and mortar. ]fl tim
spirit which motivated it and which has made it what it is to

s all about. -Ken Saltmarche. quoted at the opening of the Gibson Gallery. 1969

Marsh Collection Soci

: : tre and
The Marsh Collection Society, 235A Dalhousie Street, is a local hustory research conire

icy statement is “to
archives based on the historical collection of John and Helﬁn {Vlilvr eS[}-l.Dg:o;i)tOthi)\,’er, the Town of
encourage research into the history and development of the lo all articles of interest relating to
Amherstburg and areas adjacent thereto; to collect and to Pfeseg-,e lay, conserve, restore, conduct
such history and development; to provide a place to hou§e, ézlx)risz; and bequ,eStS; and to hold,
research into and otherwise; to accept gifts, grants, leg;-cf:; of the Corporation.”
invest, expand or deal with the same furtherance of the obje

i W. Marsh
The contributions of the Marsh family to A,mherStburg be.gé;nl;l;sls?: I6-hv:ll<1: r;nﬁggrcouple had
came to town as a partner in the Amherstburg Echo. He marrne

. following year. .
two children - Helen, born in 1901 and John, bomn thel 924 after the death of Arthur’s partner John

John A. Marsh oined his father a¢ ft& PP ml joined her brother after Arthur was killed in

Public Schoo ine the paper
aA::ri.acI:-&I:ieclizn; 'antfgjger;;m;lgﬁggsister team worked together for forty years, selling the pap
nt i .

in 1981 to John and Linda James. d and catalogued an extensive collection of
ir lives John and Helen coll.e cte . Ambherstburg and the lower
books ;tﬁi?:u;l::grgrl;iss and other items relating to the;) inst(S);'yet (:2 e c‘:;mu r%ity, they began
Detroit River district. In 1980, realizing e ihis Sczl;’::ltli?)ne\i/ith the help of their attorney and
I ally become O . the Marsh Collection
;gn(;lt?;l:: Sfr‘i’:lr]l?it mzullftee\lfirc:;ll;rdyThrasher, Q.C., John angtHe;IIIli f;:tlil:tlled
: ’ ) . ; a non-profit of » .
Society, registereliifm f:vi: d;egzl);sallr; gI:c8y3 ix?:he way of research materials but also a foundation
The Mars y lert

' : - housie Street. Jennifer
s angrf (())lt:r'zc;gefr:elbr;l;g{tlllz?\flarsh Collection Society Op‘:iid: thezlli's}j:alr)salaf(:; the opening of the
> .. : day, two
i t at that time. To . some from as far away as
IC\:szeohd Ma hll1r§3d ?ls ;rifrlllvslf)ciety has served hundreds of Fe‘s;tesar fr?a.erri:xeshistofy and local historic
Eur;:;t le)é\sf:lr:r res?aafch topics include genealogy, school projects,
buildin' S. . ies of the Amherstburg Echo frpm 1874. to 1990
: ion owns microfilmed CoPte rs, topic-related information files,
The Marsh poﬂectlon h collection. The Marsh papers, i ncluding people, buildings,
and has an extensnfce lz‘hotog}ifgg Jbout many aspects of local history,
Contain a wealth of informa

. . ; ide: Recollection
businesses and events. lection Society published With th Ti

it Ri istri hardcover
In June, 1995 the MarsthO rstbur he Lower Detroit River District, a
An Histories of the T Amh
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book of stories told by the late John Marsh. From 1994 to 1997 the research centre served as
headquarters for the Ambherstburg Bicentennial Book Committee.

North American Black Historical Museum

The North American Black Museum and Cult

ural Centre Inc. is the legacy of Melvin ‘Mac’
Simpson (1917-1982) and his dream of ¢

‘illuminat[ing] the history of Black people in a dignificd
began to develop a vision of a museum which would
h heritage Black people have, making it available for the
mmunity and for the general educational benefit of all

manner.”"®" 1In the early 1960s Simpson
“uncover and preserve the record of the ric

positive development of the Black Co
[Canadians]. %

In 1966 a group of dedicated people
began to research contacts and sources
. which could assist with the project The
congregation of the Nazrey AME Church
- raised funds to build a hall adjacent to the
" church to house the museum which would
' | contain artifacts loaned by members of the
: ; Black community. In 1971 five church

. members purchased the property

f immediately to the south of the churcf_l on
which a log cabin stood.  Municipal,
provincial and federal governments
contributed funds along with citizens and
businesses in the community.

By 1972 discussions were being held
regarding the establishment of a permanent
museum in a new building to be constructed
on the property."® On October 20, 1975 the
North American Black Historical Museum
(NABHM) was incorporated. Ground-
breaking ceremonies for the new museum
building were held November 25,1979 and
on September 20, 1981 its doors officially
opened. Mac Simpson passed away a few
%, months later, on January 7, 1982, having

o : E | of his
Sod turning for the North American Black Historical lived long enough to see the first phase
Museum, November 25,1979, dream become a reahty,

Left to right: Mayor Garnet Fox, Dr. Daniel Hill (president of Since that time the NABHM has
the Ontario Black History Society). Philip Alexander.  been working on the second phase of the

Melvin Simpson, Henry White, Hog, Eugene Whelan, project, the restoration and furnishing of the
log house to the period of the 1850s. The
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North American Black Hi
Nazrey AME Church to the same decade.

storical Museum, 1980s.

third and final phase will be the restoration of the

Project HMS Detroit Inc.

; laid o

The foundations of Project HMS / )e{rg”:::e'n\:lg;ture of th

The flagship of the British fleet, named after The rt. vicious day. The

sail to begin and end its fighting career in one s 'Ohe’rited by today’s Project
those early builders and townsfolk has been in

it alive.
nd of the Detroit a . S,
e ok oneer battle'to :j(egﬁ t}fnl:gle7 1982 when Amherstburg msurance
The legend was revive ,

i ] be

itage. 1t would become a popular
built as a museum of Amherstburg’s rich n

ou tical e ¢ lrll]llS and displays in North America
I tt 1 f ritime muse

i 1 ty 0 other ma

t st a raction, based on the populan

and ir 1 Britain. The idea captivated another

ined the
local businessman, Murray Kennedy, 1";‘9‘3 re}g‘:“g‘?li iy
G ol t from the position m 1>/ bt
. - ntil his retiremen - tered charity in its own rig
Project chairman and chief supporte;euthe Project has become 2 regls::r;in o o thedieaote
Committee of the Chamber of f{omrzz;, s’friends and co-workers who a
and from a handful of Murray Kenn Y
Project membership has spread internationally

The Project’s patron is the Earl of Elgin whose
. . h
rn District two
Scottish ancestor once represented the Weste

n a sunny September day in ?813_
e American fort at Detroit, set
determination and courage of
HMS Detroit who are

undred years ago.

12 was that it
ts of the War of 18

” eI\f?une of 1813 the young corpmander
r.n Ambherstburg. The largest ship of the

I f the
hips and supplies because o
fmel:Z)Sbepnamed, was cobbled together

The Original HMS Detroit .
—=riginal HM>S Delroll .
Among Ambherstburg’s many contri

. . . and ﬂ .
boasted the western outpost of s}upbulldllr;%itiSh bl
Robert Barclay took command qf theBeSieged by a lack ;
Squadron was still under construct1on. o elvoit, as t was
War raging on land and water about them,

utions to t
eet muste
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with surplus supplies from other vessels and weaponry borrowed from the garrison at Fort Malden.
Approximately 100 feet long, 28 feet in breadth and displacing 300 tons, the Detroit was the largt?st
ship in battle and probably the largest on the Great Lakes at the time. Yet across Lake E’rle,
American Commandant Oliver Hazard Perry had been able to amass a much bigger fleet at Presqu' Ile
(now known as Erie, Pennsylvania). By September of 1813 the British outpost found itself in a
stranglehold by American forces. Supply lines had been cut off along the waterways and in splt_e.Of
the British capture of Fort Detroit, land forces were closing in on the tired and undersupplied British
establishment.

Barclay had to make a stand. He took as many military,
could muster and the small fleet set sail for Put-in-Bay (Ohio)

September 9, 1813. Outgunned and outmanned, the battle on t
British, with the flagship Dezroit
the Queen Charlotte, the next shi
Perry. Barclay was later court

naval and Native personnel as he
to call out the American fleet on
he next day was a tragedy for the
» sails and rigging largely shot away, entangling with the rigging of
p of the line. Barclay was forced to surrender the HMS Derroif to
-marshalled for his actions but was exonerated.
Much of what is known about the subsequent fate of the Detroit is speculation, except that
its captors may have scuttled the ship with the Queen Charlotte some time after the battle In 1841
it was raised and used for cargo. Legend has it that a Niagara Falls merchant bought the ship and sent

it over the Falls as a tourist attraction. Nothing remains of the ship but the flags of the fleet, which
are held as war trophies at Annapolis, Maryland.'**

Achievements of Project HMS Detroit
The HMS Detroit Project has come into its own as a cultural and heritage promoter for
Ambherstburg. While raising fu

nds for the full-size replica to be built, members of the Project and the
community have achieved much already. Several feasibility studies have been conducted which have

added to our knowledge of the history of the ship and have given direction to the Project. So far the

Project has not been successful in obtaining any government grants despite the great economiC
benefits that would come from such a unique tourist attraction.

Starting with a meticulously researched and masterfully executed oil painting of the Battle of
Lake Erie, local artist Peter Rindlisbacher has made a name for himself and the Project with sales of

his prints and paintings. One of the many successful

F e — fund-raising efforts of the Project has been the sale 9f
j prints by Rindlisbacher, Morgan and poet David
Ayland.

A stand of lumber (maple, oak and pine) from
the Windsor Airport was donated to the Project 1n
1984. Tt has been kept in storage by the Town of
Amberstburg and it is hoped that some of the wood
can be used in the building of the ship.
Local industry has also played a crucial ro'le'

Ford of Canada made and donated reproduction
cannon for the replica ship at its Windsor foundry in
1984. Carriers for the cannon were produced by local
high school students with help from Windsor Factory

HMS Detroit ship’s boat.
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e others are on loan to Discovery Harbour

. i e whil :
Supply  Today some of these cannon are 1n storag the cannon to Amherstburg and to display

- : ing all of
at Penetanguishene. Plans are being made to bring

o i he town’s parks. is friends have been a
e mFetd};egS“;hoa?;yOlf)itn;os run byF') the indefatigable Murray Kennedy and his friends
:ndle y

. issariat building in the
hief fi i i he *Ship’s Store” in the borrowed Commlssarlat s
S Pk s ey e, o, L
sovernment. nal employees and many hardworkn - important fund-
Fg;telr\;lmllg nri Itiu/IZI(lj?sd asfjesl(l)-knownp(‘ hristmastime outlet for. r.etall a?g pr'lrlctt S:Ills:S ggtroil;’ designs on
raisi and terprise has been the merchandising of ‘Proje 21 5¢.q i oBinckeadina
raising and awarenes:l en oul:\)/enirs This method has been huggly success ! a e o
?‘Eiie:e-zzlrot? ?}I:S S;O?ercstws aims tthghOUt. the Folur;te?:; gt lxj‘t\e;lrc;lrelet:S’r;ainyScotland!
e was spotted v aalpassstr l’:(})] lrz\;aivree :Liegge:t’s goals was t.he build;ngbanf(i alla::vihg?iing;
Per‘haps the. most vit 13\1/63 ship’s boat in 1993. With jche arrival olf the n(e)‘z:v i e
o orine replica of " terested in the Project, now being able ©, esmt had enabled Project
your"g VOIUQteeTS e 1};‘ ehen’taoe organization. Moreover, the ship Sho';lJnited States, notably
LIVIS Derons s toioate i tal ship gtherings hroughout Canada and ‘brought new credibilty
'HMS Detroit to Ly o G p'in Bay in 1994. This participation has rou"gShi o heritase
1n P}? ne;)tangu ishegehm :1919 333112 g:r?f:new information about the business of a tall ship
O the Project and has help

and educational opportunity. .

The Project HMS Detroit ship’s
enactments to sell souvenirs and to pfOWOte i
1995 was a nautical ‘bail and jail® drive in W IZr
Amherstburg in search of ‘recruits’ for the crew
short time the crew raised $5000. o raise su

While the Project has taken Some|m:}11: aims and ac
lack of effort by members and supporters! )h of Peter Rindlisba
been refined and improved. The researc © ceurate
example, has brought to light new, more e the
information about the measurements and ﬁtt:)nf%he ship
original Detroit. No contemporary plﬁnss have been
exist today but over the years researc erthe Detroit
able to trace significant clues aboutl T of sister
through contemporary accounts and pparo‘ect’s aim
Ships such as the Royal George. Thi)vhiltja once the
has also undergone a major revision. > _ a flat-
goal was to build a ‘floating museliltrsndock at the
bottomed barge perma“f’;lltly moe(;r\j/(iil]tge a2 wood-clad, |
Navy Yard Park - now the vess 9 s such, - ;
Ste:l}-lhulled, fully functioning ;Z;h:fgﬂ\izsézlﬁa?ian and  Gordon House (home of Project HMS Detroif)
Project HMS Derroit is a mem

. E Park, 1996.
King’s Navy Yard ;
1at1 addlng another seen from Marsh Collection Society, P1534
American Sail Training Associations,
dimension to the self-financing an

d educational aspects

istorical re-
s at several historica
' have made appearances hi .
CTGV}: h}?ro'ect One rambunctious fund-raising effort 11;
t eh a iolunteer ‘Press Gang’- roamed the streetseo
bribes for the hapless victim’s release. In a very

fficient funds to meet its goals (through no

hievements of Project HMS .[)etrjoir have
cher and other naval historians, for

|
|
\
|
|
|
|
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of the Project.

Several professional feasibility studies have proven that the project is viable,'”* although each
application to government funding agencies has proven unsuccessful. These setbacks have not

discouraged the Project members and certainly the Project has achieved much as a community and
heritage organization.

The Future

On August 1, 1996 Project HMS Detroit held an opening reception at its new headquarters
at the newly renovated Gordon House at 260 Dalhousie Street opposite the proposed mooring site
of the HMS Detroit and very close to the berth where the first HMS Detroit was built. Facilities
gallery, meeting space and interpretive displays. With the Gordon
> the Project has achieved many of its aims to promote Amherstburg’s

heritage and tqurism potential in partnership with other local museums. Project HMS Derroit looks
forward to building the full-sized replica in the near future.

Fort Malden Nationa] Historic Site
100 Laird Avenue
- brick barrack ~ 1819
- Interpretation Centre ~ 1861
(Hough house)

- Charles O’Connor cottage ~ circa 1851

Commissariat ~ circa 1831
224 Dalhousie Street

Salmoni Hotel ~ 1849
252 Dalhousie Street

Park House Museum ~ circa 1798
214 Dalhousie Street
- Matthew Pollard cottage ~ circa 1851

Webber Hotel ~1830s
259 Dalhousie Street
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Gordon House ~ circa 1798
268 Dalhousie Street

Bullock’s Tavern ~1830s
269 Dalhousie Street

Jones & Taylor General Store ~1840s

273 Dalhousie Street

Royal Canadian Legion ~1850s
281 Dalhousie Street

Bellevue ~1816-19
525 Dalhousie Street

Christ (Anglican) Church ~ 1819
317 Ramsay Street

Askin house ~ early 1800s
298 Ramsay Street

Berthelot cottage ~ early 1800s
296 Ramsay Street

Kolfage house ~ circa 1850
284 Ramsay Street

Dunbar house ~ circa 1850
273 Ramsay Street

General store ~ circa 1835
79 Murray Street

Oddfellows Hall ~1888
79 Richmond Street

Ambherstburg Public Library ~1913
232 Sandwich Street South

Private residence ~ circa 1840
277 Sandwich Street South

ilding ~ circa 1860
ter building ~ circa
fee 272 Sandwich Street South

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church ~1846

129 Simcoe Street

i ~ circa 1835
lliott house ~ cirea
. 849 Front Road South

Michigan Central Railroad Station ~1896

140 Richmond Street

2 it
Church of God in Chris
Moyt Bedlet 246 King Street

~1878

gelical Baptist Church ~1875

n
B 266 King Street

: ~1860s
bb house ~18
¢l 193 Gore Street

Nazrey A.M.E. Church ~1848
277 King Street




Taylor cottage ~ circa 1840
281 King Street

Blacksmith shop ~ circa 1840
197 Gore Street

Private residence ~ circa 1840
207 Gore Street

First Baptist Church ~1849
232 George Street

St. John the Baptist R.C. Church ~ 1844
255 Brock Street

Private residence ~ circa 1850
259 Richmond Street
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499 Dalhousie Street South
Leanne Robson

Liberty Theatre
Erol Oksuz

3
Amherstburg Town Hall (1883-1965)

Sean Ryan

Imperial Bank of C anada
Michelle Bondy

5 273 Ramsay Street
Grace Kern

Pensioner’s cottage, Fort Street (Lot 11) *
David Kelly

7 Christ (Anglican) Church
. Tara Brew

ldli ith * nger exist.
Buildings with * no long
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67 Richmond Street
Cameron Salisbury

299-301 Sandwich Street South
David Dunn

unidentified house
Frin Bennett

St. John the Baptist R.C. € hurch
Heidi Daiber

199 Dalhousie Street
Jen Litster

Michigan Central Railroad Station
David May

RSV
s m—

i\
N
=J

Dairy Queen *
Nicole Edwards

Fort Malden National Historic Site
Visitor Orientation Centre
Jillian Hotson
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199 Dalhousie Street
Nick Charron

First Baptist Church
Shara Major

‘Chateau LaRose’ *
Andria Del Rizzo

1169 Front Road South
Allen Mickle

Fort Malden National Historic Site
Visitor Orientation Centre
Jill Davies

Amherstburg Echo
Michelle Merritt
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Michigan Central Railroad Station
Adam Keen

Wesley United Church (Richmond Street) *
Sara MacLean

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
Courtney Bisnett

Island of Bob-Lo kiddies’ fife truck ride
Steve Lauriault
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